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Highways are the most impartant fransportation element in Barry County and Hastings is
the hub of this network. These traffic arteries bring people into the city for shepping,
cultural activities and work, Hastings, however, is not the only urbon area important o
Barry County residents.

Persons living in this area are heavily dependent upon employment sources located out-
side the county. Battle Creek is an especially important job site for Barry County
residents. The Michigan Employment Security Commission hos classified this county
as being port of the Bottle Creek labor market oren.  Although Hustings is the only
shopping center of uny size in Barry County, retail sales have not been keeping poce
with increases in disposable income. It appears that many county residents are doing
much of their shopping in the nearby larger cities.

Employment centers and available lake frontage hove coused the most significant rates
of population growth to occur near Hostings and along the southern and western tiers of
townships in Barry County. These are the areas thet demonstrate the most significant
new residential development, while Hastings shows the most concentrated commercial
ond industrial build-up. The most important recrectional land use feoture in the county
is the Yankee Springs Recreation Area, which is the fifth most popular state comping
site, Plans caoll for the improvement of this facility, including provision of more camp-
ing ploces.

A majority of treHfic using stote highweys in Hostings hos o termingl within the city.
|+ uppears, therefore, thot Hastings should be provided with o highway penetrator, rather
than be completely bypossed. The Deportment of 3tote Highways, in conjunction with
the Hostings Flanning Commission, has endeavored to plan routes thot will best serve
the needs of the local area and state highway users.

Studies conducted by the Michigen Department of Stote Highways indicate that there are
seripus problems on the portions of M-37 and M-43 on Green Street in Hastings, and in
rural areas south of Hastings. These routes are winding and hilly due to many lakes
and rolling terrain. It would be costly to improve them on existing alignments and they
would stitl not carry increasing numbers of vehicles as sofely and efficiently as is de-
sirable. Therefore, it is evident that some alterations to the existing highway system
must be made.
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Hastings Area

H-Year Planning ~ The Systems Planning Section of the Plan-
ning Division hos recommended thot o new route be constructed
thot would serve the functions of both M-37 and M-43 south of
Hastings (see Map 1). This is Alternative VI. It appears that
the mosi adventageous southern connection for such a relocation
would be to Dickman Read, west of Battle Creek.

Longer-Range Plonning —~ M-79 should be extended farther west
{see Mop 1). The optimum treatment would be Alternative 1X,
which is to continue M-79 as far west us US-131. This alternate
is recommended for the Hostings orea by the Systems Planning
Section, but finances may initially dictate ¢ more modest improve-
ment. in this event, Alternative VIl {Extend M-79 Westward to
the Proposed M-37/43 Relocation) could be implemented. This
improvement could easily be incorporated into an eventual exten-

sion of M-79 west 1o US5-131.
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Recommendations

City

ot Hastings

20-Yeor Planning — M-37/43 should be removed from Green Street
and M-43 should be routed on West State Street (see Mop 2). This
is Alternative li, as described in the Planning Alternatives sec-
tion, M-37 would bypass the city, and be routed from the proposed
M-37/43 relocation {see Husiings Area — 20-Year Plonning) back
onto existing M-37 west of town. This would involve removing
M-37 from Hanover ond Green Streets. The portions of these
streefs now signed os M-37 and the section of Breudwey from
Green Street to Stote Street should then be signed os M-79 to
permit the connection of M-79 with M-43 ot the Breodway/State
Streets intersection. This is Alternative L

¥ the City of Hostings is able to construct the pertion of their
one-way loop west of Broodway to stote highway standards, it
would be possible to incorporate parts of it inte the highway
system. This possibility is discussed further in the Michigon
Department of State Highways' Treffic Division "‘Review of
‘Hostings State Highway Plen” 7' included ot the conclusion of
this report. With such an integration of stete and lecal programs
possible, there would be closer conformance fo Hastings master
plan proposals (see Map é).

Longer-Ronge Planning — Alternative 1V, which involves the re-
moval of highway traffic from the Honover, Green and Broadway
Streets section described above (see Mep 2), should be imple-
mented, when traffic volumes require ond when conditions war-
rant implementation of Alternative {X {Extend M-79 West of Ex-
isting M-37 1o US-137).
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May 26, 1966

Mr. E. A. Bellenbaum
Chief Planning Engineer
Office of Planning

Dear My. Bellenbaum:

This letter presents the "Hastings State Highway Plan.” Froposals made
in this plan are the result of studies made by the Urban and Systems
tanning Sections, in close cooperation with Route Location Division
aenginesrs and the Federal Bureau of Public Roads. Traffic Division
personnel have also been of vital assistance in this endeavor.

Some proposals made 1n this plan go beyond the customary 20-year planning
period. This anproach permits coordination of all foreseeable highway
improvements throughout the Hastings area.

State highway alterations have been developed as the resuli of ¢lose
cooperation between Department of State Highwavs representatives and
locat officials and planners. Resultant recommendations generally
complement the master plan formulated for the City of Hastings.

This pubiication can be used as a guide by local planners and developers.
its imnlementation should benefit residents of Hastings and Barry County
and improve driving conditions for state highway wotorists.

Sincerely,

ﬂ;ﬁff a;%%ﬂ;;2:::;;uwﬂ

Robert 3. Boatman, Director
Planning Division
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The Michigon Deporiment of Stote Highways has established the pelicy that before
major state highway construction moy be undertaken in any Michigon municipality,
o highway plan must be formulated. It ig the responsibility of the Office of Planning
of the Michigen Department of State Highways to implement this poligy.

Description of ?E‘z@-ﬁw{ﬁy'ﬁgraﬁ _

The Hastings study urec consists of Barry County in its entirety, for purposes of
this report. However, porticular emphasis will be given to the anolysis of the City
of Hostings. The lofter governmentel unit exhibits the most concenirated urbon
development in Barry County (sse Map 3}

i %'é.g_.%aw;:? @%"éﬁ'ﬁ-_éﬁgi ﬁé-éa:t%%%f'@é'

Past experience has demonsirated that o number of factors must be considered when
making highwoy determinations. The task of the stote highway planner is to weigh
all pertinent information reloting fo highway use in o given ares and determine o
plan thot will serve the nseds of the state as well as local interests. This con be
achieved best through clese cooperstion belween stote highwoy plonners ond local
officials and plonners.

Such coordination has been praciiced for the purpose of formulating the recommendo-
tions presented in this repest. In oddition, proposals for the reatment of urbaon and
rural portions of the Hostings wreo highway system complement one cenother as o
result of cooperative efforts by the Urben ond Systems Flanning Sections of the
Michigon Department of State Highways' Plaaning Division,

Highway plonning inherently demends thet adequate thought be given not only to
improvement of existing condivions but thot concepts be developed which will pro-
mete o highway system appropriate for the sotisfuction of future traffic, sofety ond
community development requirements. This will minimize the need for future aliere
tions and improvements bosed upon expediency.



lntroduction

Orgenization of. %hé_ Qﬁé_ﬁém‘?

The lnventory-Forecast section censists of o presentation of information relating
te transportafion focilities, economic and population foctors and trends, lond use
development, schools and troffic characteristics.

The Anclysis section shows the relotionship that exists between the factors ex-
amined in the Inventory-Forecast portion of the report. |t also contains on examina~
tion of what hearing these factors have on present and future highway needs of the
study area.

The Planning Alternctives section contains propesals that are most feasible in the
light of determinations mode in the Analysis section. These propoesals are not in-
tended to be a rigid piun for the study areq state highwoy system, but merely state-
ments of alternative lines of wction. Which action will be most advisable will
depend upen the emerging development pottern of the ferritory under study ond the
avatlability of finonces. Several possibilities for future change are discussed, with
selutions proposed that would appeor to be most advisoble in light of currently
available information,

A survey of transportation facilities is the initial step in the planning process
concerning the future status of the Hostings area highway system.

[PSI—)



Stote Highwoys

: M-37, M-43 and M-79 are the principal state highways serving the immediate Hostings area, with M-66
praviding highway service 1o the sastern portion of Barry County {see Map 4). M-37 connects Hostings
with Battle Creek and Grand Rapids, while M-43 is the maoin arfery for Hastings orea motorists wishing

1o reach Kolemozoo end Lonsing. Scuth of Hestings, these fwo routes are rather close together. M-79
serves east-west traffic movement in the Hastings orec.

i The Programming Division of the Department of State Highways scheduled the portion of M-37 from the

south Barry County line 1o north of Dowling for impravements during the 1982-67 construction program.

They clso determined that sericus surface, base ond safety deficiencies exist on M-37 from the Honover-
{ Green Streets intersection to the west city iimif.

Programming personnel clso ascertuained thot improvements sheuld be made on M-43, from M-89 in Koloma-
zoo County to M-37, during the 1967-67 period. Since deficiencies on these two routes were originaily
scheduled for correction, it has besn decided that programmed projects be deforred until this planning
report could be prepared.

Locol Streets and Roads

i The most important locol streets and roods serving the Hastings orea are West State Road, which provides
greess to Hostings Municipal Alrport and new residential development on the west side of Hastings and
around Algenguin Loke; Woodlund Avenue and Barber Road, serving commercial enternrises along Wood-
" lupd Avenue and develepment around Middle Lake; and old M-79 (East State Street), which is an important
route for industry in the southeast section of Hastings. These treffic arteries connact with and comple-
ment the state highway netwerk in central Barry County,

Bus Service

Hastings has no infracity bus service. Two intercity buses o doy cory passengers and freight 1o both
Grand Ropids and Battle Creek.
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Trucking

Borry County is adequotely served by frucking firms, but no mejer trucking fines have ferminals in this
crea. Existing state highways serve the principal corriders of fraffic flow, but their olignments ore often
winding and hilly. These conditions frequently make it difficult for other vehicles fo pass trucks, causing
impedence of fraffic flow.

Roilrwads

The New York Centrel System provides freight service fo the Hastings arsa with a rail line that connecis
Grand Rapids and Jackson. Three frains pass through Hastings five to six doys a week. The primary
users of rail freight service in Hastings ore; two coal yards, the E. W. Bliss Company, Hastings Manufac-
turing, The Tyden Corporation, Consumers Power Compeny pole yard ond Haostings Aluminum Products,

Air Service

The Hastings Municipal Airport, which is 3.2 miles west, northwest of the city, is used by persons flying
private aircrafs. |t alse encbles regular flights for the movement of freight.

Yehicle Registeation Trends
The number of passenger carsregistered in Barry County increased by 90 percent from 1940 to 1960 (ses
Table 1). This rate is siiphtly below thet of the state (105.4 percent), but the rate was relotively more
rapid for the county from 1960 1o 1963. The number of passenger vehicles per 1,000 persons in Barry
County wos much higher in 1963 than it was for the state. Gains for commercial vehicles have alse been
tmpressive for Barry County when compared with Michigan.

All types of transportation facilities are integral parts of any economy. They influence development and
are altered 1o respond fo changing economic conditions.

Economic data has been gathered for Hastings and Barry County, for purposes of this study, Employment
information for Barry County has been obtcined for 1940, 1950 and 1960, but for only 1950 and 1980 for
Hastings, because the type of data used in this report was not tabuluted for the city by the Federal Bureau
of the Census for 1940 {see Table 2}. Employment data is for residents of the city and the county, regard-
less of their ploces of employment.

The largest numerical changes, between 1940 ond 1950, for county residents came in the exiractive and
monufacturing categories. Extractive employment, which consists primarily of egricuifural employment,
declined by 27.5 percent. Manutacturing, however, rose by 105.6 percent. The incregse in manufacturing
more than offset the loss in agriculture. The net result was an overcll resident employment gain of 25.8
percent. Much of the manufacturing increase probably come o3 o result of improved employment cppor-
tunities in Hastings.



YEHICLE REGISTRATION TRENDS
PASSENGER CARS COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
PASSENGER CARS COMMERCIAL VEHICLES PER 1,000 PERSONS PER 1,000 PERSONS
YEAR MICHIGAN  BARRY COUNTY | MICHIGAN BARRY COUNTY | MICHIGAM BARRY COUNTY | MICHIGAN  BARRY COUNTY
1940 1,401,654 6,116 120,711 383 267 270 23 v
1950 2,117,662 8,550 221,797 764 332 37 35 29
1951 2,221,225 8,943 234,907 777 339 307 36 28
1952 2,219,817 9,131 239,669 823 331 329 36 20
1953 2,414,946 9,648 262,851 999 352 333 38 35
1954 2,474,907 9,831 285,108 1,119 357 340 41 3
N 1955 2,792,752 10,605 298,359 1,185 376 249 41 39
N 1956 2,736,036 10,932 307,842 1,316 264 348 41 0
- 1957 2,310,353 11,203 308,037 1,327 360 246 9 1
1958 2,704,202 10,758 340,806 1,915 344 333 43 59
1959 2,782,671 11,446 357,760 2,036 349 356 45 63
1960 2,879,225 11,621 354,765 2,160 368 366 45 68
1961 2,923,373 11,928 366,609 2,194 369 91 46 72
1962 3,010,559 12,618 378,793 2,373 379 403 48 76
1963 3,144,747 12,819 387,197 2,520 392 445 & 88
1980 4,992,013 NA 557,539 NA 489 NA 55 NA
% 40-50 51.1 9.8 83.7 99.5
% 50-60 3.0 35.9 0.0 182.7
1980 Projections ~ Programming Divisien,
o A0-63 9.9 in.a 2.1 16,7 Michigan Department of Srote Highways
% 40-60 105.4 90.0 193.9 464.0 BOUREE e s ocrerary of Srare




INDUSTRY EMPLOYMENT”

HASTINGS BARRY COUNTY
% Chonge % Cheonge % Change % Change
Group 1950 19460 54760 19240 1950 4G50 1940 ‘5060 "40-40
Exiroctive 40 43 7.5 3,223 2,344 -27.5 1,416 ~39.6 -56.2
Constroction 133 83 -37.6 327 489 49.5 $23 27.4 9.5
Manufocture 974 1,059 8.7 1,527 3,140 105.6 4,531 44.3 196.7
Transportation,
Communication & 142 &4 -54.% 238 426 79.0 432 1.4 81.5
Urilities
Wholesaie ond 496 443 -10.7 764 1,254 64.1 1,575 25.6 106.2
Retuil
Services 588 573 ~2.5 1,190 1,498 25.9 2,150 43.5 80.7
Other 104 133 27.9 266 344 29.3 640 26.0 140.6
Totel 2,477 2,398 ~3.2 7,545 9,495 25.8 11,367 19.7 50.7
Unemployed 77 142 84.4 FAVAl 285 ~50.0 503 1116 -153.3
Total Civilion Z,554 2,540 -0.5 8,257 9,780 8.4 11,970 22.4 45.0
Laber Farce (YCLF)
Unemployment as 3.0 5.6 g.7%* 2.9 5.0
Percent of TCLF
» Extractive includes ogriculture, fishing and mining and consists ** in 1940, these figures include persons in public emergency worlk.

primcniy of agriculture! employment. Services includes finance,
real estate and insurance, business and repeir services, pere

EMPLOYMENT IS OF RESIDENTS RECGARDLESS OF WHERE
EMPLOYED

sonal services, enterfainment and recreation, hospitals, educo-
tion, professional and relaoted. Other includes public administra- 1940 employment data not available for Hastings.
tion and industry not reporied. Wholesale ond Retail includes

food and deiry products stores, sating ond drinking places, and SOURCE: United States Department of Commerce, Bureon of
other retail ond wholesale trode. the Census reports.
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Between 1950 and 1980, manvfacturing employment showed o modest gain emong Hastings residents, but
this gain was more than offset by losses in censiruction; transpertation, communications and utilities;
wholesale and retail; and services. The resylt was ¢ net loss of 3.2 percent in tetal city resident em-
ployment. At the same time, the county was again experiencing a loss in extractive, or primarily egricul
tural, employment but gained in ol other types of job caotegories. While the city was gaining only 8.7
parcent in manvfacturing, the county rose by 44.3 percent, which helped account for an overall increase
of 19.7 percent. Much of the increase in Hastings resident manufaciuring employment is probably due to
iobs provided within the city. However, it is likely that the large increase in county resident manufac-
furing employment can be traced to increased mobility of the lobor force. Improved road construction and
wide-spreod ownership of automoblles have permitted employees to fravel greater distances to work.
Therefore, there are undoubtedly many Barry County residents working in the Battle Creek, Kelamazoo,
Grand Rapids and Lansing arsos. The Bureau of the Census indicates that 29.9 percent of Borry County
residents work outside the county. This is more thon twice o8 high as the stete overage of 12,9 percent.
The Michigan Employment Security Commission has clossified Berry County as being par? of the Baitle
Creek laber market area.

Most urban communities in Michigan gained in wholesale and retail, end in services employment between
1950 ond 1960, but Hasiings experienced losses in these categories. This reveals the inclination
of Barry County residents to do much of their shopping in the large nearby metropolitan centers. This
conclusion is reinferced by an examination of retall sales ond effective buying income figures.

Both Barry County and Hastings hove shown frequent drops in retail seles, with o net 1950481 county
sales gain of 14.% percent ond o c¢ity increase of only 1.4 percent (see Table 3). During the same period,
disposable income, or income remaining ufter taxes, in Hostings roze by 66.8 percent and in the county
by 79.7 percent. Even though retail sales increased more in the county than in the city, both units failed
to keep pace with income increases. VYigorous market centers will show o much higher rate of increcse
for retail sales than they will in dispesoble income, becouse many sales will be made to persons whe are
not residents of the market center.

The 1950 to 1968 trend in unemployment for both the county ond city was upward. The 1960 city rate of
5.6 percent and the county rate of 5.0 percent, however, compare favorably with the state figure of 8.9
percent.

Between 1950 and 1980, 32.3 percent of the population increase was accounted for by immigration in
Barry County. This can be considered to be g healthy development when it is realized that immigration
accounted for only 10.8 percent of the 1950-60 Michigan population gain. it is probably due 1o the rela-
tively favorable employment atmosphere in the vicinity of Barry County. Even sthough unemployment rose
among residents of Borry County and Hastings from 1950 1o 1960, nearby metropoiitan employment centers
appear to continue to make Barry County an aftractive place in which to live.

Prediction of future employment for Mastings is difficult, because date on resident employment by indus-
try is available for only 1950 and 1960. However, if future employment frends follow developments indi-
cated by the information on hand, it is unlikely thot extensive employment changes will occur for Hastings
residents.

Employment opportunities for county residents have been increasing af ¢ very respecioble rate, From
1940 1o 1960, county resident employment rose by 50.7 percent, compored fo the state increcse of 49.7
percent for the same pericd. H employment for county residents increases by approximately 23 percent
soch decode, as it did from 1940 to 1960, there should be about 21,000 persons empioyed by 1990. This

would represent g rise of neorly 10,000 empioyed residenis over the 1960 figure of 17,367,
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RETAIL SALES

{&dd 000 1o Dollar Amaunts)

DISPOSABLE INCOME

{Add 300 1o Dollar Amounts)

Year Hustings % Change Borry County % Change Hastings % Change Barey County % Change
1950 $11,811 $19,443 $ 6,195 $24,614
1951 12,457 5.5 20,507 5.5 6,214 0.3 24,742 0.5
1952 13,330 7.0 21,942 7.0 7,874 26.7 28,275 14.3
1953 13,011 —2.4 21,419 ~2.4 8,380 6.4 30,051 6.3
1954 12,300 ~5.5 90,249 ~5.5 9,459 12.9 31,620 5.2
1955 15,996 0.0 24,610 21.5 10,270 8.6 34,096 7.8
1956 15,171 ~5.2 23,463 4.7 10,251 0.2 34,167 0.7
1957 13,917 -8.3 21,460 -85 10,583 3.2 36,946 8.1
1958 13,323 -4.3 20,731 ~3.4 10,133 ~4.3 38,837 5.1
1959 12,957 -2.7 23,746 14.5 11,093 9.5 42,598 9.7
1960 13,041 0.6 24,095 1.5 10,231 -7.8 41,194 -3.3
1961 11,982 8.1 22,338 -7.3 10,458 2.2 44,237 7.4

1950-6 1 1.4 14.9 68.8 79.7

All doliar amounts have been odjusted to reflect the changing value of the dollar. 1947-49 equals $1.00,

SOURCE: Sales Monagement Survey of Buying Power, 1951-62. Further reproduction is forbidden,
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If the various employment focets of the study area’s economy continue fo develop aecording to recent
rrends, manufocturing should show the most significont increase while agriculture would continue 1o de-
cline in relative importance. Monufacturing employment in Hastings has shown only medest gains recent-
ly, but in the county the increeses have been impressive. This is probably due to many residents working
in industries outside Barry County.

Economic developments will, inevitably, influence popuiation diswribution end composition. The next
section of this report deals with this influence on Hastings ond Barry County.

Population growth in Haostings resulted in o 17.8 percent gain from 1940 10 1950 and o 4.6 percent increass
from 1950 to 1960, for o 20-year gain of 23.2 percent {see Toble 4). Growth for Barry County was 15.8
percent from 1940 to 1950 and 21.2 percent from 195G ro 1960, for a toial 20-year gain of 40.4 percent.
Both units were below the state’s 20-veor incredse of 48.8 percent.

In-migration fram 1950 to 1940 gccounted for o larger proportion of the Barry County increose than it did
for Michigan, even though the stote overall rate of increase was higher than that for the county. This con
be explained by the faci that the population of Barey County is older than the state population and the
ratio of deaths to births is, therefore, higher in the county. This offsets the higher rate of in-migration in
Borry County and mckes its svercll rate of populetion growth lower than for the state.

The most significant rates of increose in the county were recorded by the southern and wastern tiers of
townships and by Rutland and Hastings Townships, abutting Hastings on the west and east, respectively
{see Chart 1). Populstion increoses in Rutlend and Hestings Townships are typical for unincorporated
arsas in Michigon that odjoin ¢ities, such as Hastings. Rutland and Hastings Townships both grew by
Z21.3 percent betwees 1940 and 1950, Rutlund Township population increased by 68.2 percant from 1950
te 1960 and the number of Hastings Township residents grew by 38.3 percent during the same period.
Rutland and MHastings Townships experisnced population growth of 104.0 percent and 87.7 percent, re-
spectively, from 1940 ro 1960. Rapid growith olong the western and scuthern ¥fringss of Bary County,
however, indicotes that county residents are sitrongly oriented to the larger cities of Bottle Creek, Kale-
mazoo and Grand Rapids. This tends to substaniiaie the opinion expressed in the previous section that
Barry County atiracts many residents from ameng persons employed in the lorge nearby urban centers.

in the Ecenomics section of this report, 1990 resident employment for Barry County wos estimated of
21,000, Based on past relationships of resident employment to population, this many empleyed persons
should suppart o total county populotion of approximately 60,000, Hostings' 1990 population has been
estimated by derermining what proportion of county papulation has resided in Hostings, projecting this
trend ond applying it to the 1990 county population projection.

10
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POPULATION INVENTORY

TA0-PED *40-"50 560 TBO-TH0 40750 14-"60
Linit 1940 1950 Change % Chonge 1960 Change % Change Chonge % Change
Hastings 5,175 4,096 921 17.8 6,375 279 4.5 1,200 23.2
Freeport 405 452 47 116 495 43 9.5 90 22.2
Middleviile 823 1,047 24 25.7 1,196 149 14.2 363 43,6
Nashville 1,279 1,374 95 7.4 1,525 151 11.0 246 19.2
Woodland 4032 410 ] 2.0 374 36 -8.8 --28 -7.8
Assyric Twp. 1,029 1,010 —-19 ~1.8 1,472 4632 45.7 443 43.1
Buaitimore Twp. 9567 1,035 48 7.0 1,229 194 8.7 262 271
Barry Twp. 1,189 1,576 387 32.5 2,026 450 286 837 70.4
Carlton Twe, 1,003 1,062 59 5.9 1,322 260 4.5 315 31.8
Castleton Twp. 895 1,005 110 12.3 1,058 53 5.3 143 18.2
Hostings Twp. 250 1,152 202 213 1,593 4473 38.3 5643 67.7
Hape Twp. 977 1,140 163 16.7 1,311 71 15.0 334 34.2
bving Twp. 749 875 04 13.8 755 ~89 -9.3 26 3.4
Johnsrown Twe. 1,090 1,521 43 395 1,598 477 314 208 83.3
Maple Grove Twp. 858 884 26 3.0 294 112 12.7 138 16.1
Orangsville Twp. 889 1,055 116 13.0 1,402 397 39.5 513 57.7
Prairieville Twp. 704 L1 316 9.8 1,715 605 54.5 923 116.0
Ruttond Twp. 821 994 175 21.3 1,675 579 8.2 854 104.0
Thornapple Twp. 838 957 123 4.7 1,092 121 13.6 254 30.3
Woodland Twp. 883 882 -1 ~0.1 1,097 215 24.4 244 24.2
Yonkes Springs Twp. 567 590 23 4.1 592 462 68.1 425 75.0
Barry County 22,613 26,183 3,570 15.8 31,738 5,555 21.2 2,125 40.4
Michigan 5,256,106 8,371,766 |1,115,660 21.2 7,823,194 1,451,428 22.8 2,567,088 48.8

SOURCE: LLS. Bureou of the Census
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In 1940, 22.9 percent of county population resided in Hastings. This figure rose slightly in 1950, but by
1960 had dropped to 20.1 percent. A decline of 2.8 parcent in share of total county population sthus re-
sulted, between 1940 and 1960 in Hastings. Although ¢ gradual increase in Hostings' population is ex-
pected, the city’s relative share of county population will deciine to 15.9 percent by 1990, if past trends
contlnve, Thersfore, of the 60,000 persons estimated for Barry County, Hastings would have o 1990 popi-
lation of about 9,500, This is the same 2-yeor estimate contained in the 1964 Hastings master plan.

The most significent population growth in Barry County, outside of Hastings, will probably continve fo
occur in the townships odjecent to Hostings and in those along the west ond south sides of the county.
Such growth should be particularly evident in the townships nearest Battle Creek and Kalamazes.

The growth, compesition and changing distribution of an area’s population will insvitebly offect the char-
acter of land use. These two factors will, in turn, have o strong influence on future highway requirements.

Agricultural and undeveloped fand composes maest of Barry County. The principal urban conceniration is
Hastings, which contains the most significont commercial, industrial ond residentiol development in the
county {see Map 5). Neorly sli of the commercial activity is centered in the downtown portion of Hasfings,
primarily east of Broadwoy on State Street. Most of the remoining commercial development is on Wood-
fand Avenve in the north port of fown ond elong South Hanover Street. There is also o concenirotion of
buginess and semi-industrial buildings just west of Hastings on M-37.

industry is concentrated in four sections of the city; along West State Sireet, on East State Street between
the cenirel business disirict and the east city limits, south of the downiown arec between Michigan and
Hanover Streets and northeast of the business district on Mill Sireet.

Most of the remaining developed portion of the city consists of residential areas. Single-fomily homes
constitute the mojority of such areus, but there ore some multiple-fomily dwellings, most of which are
concentrated in the central portion of the civy.

Excepting on arsg in the northwest port of town, oll residentiol sections of Hostings contain, or sre in
proximity to, an elementery school os shown on the existing land use mep. A new elementary schos!
is proposed for the northwest section of town und o new high scheol is plonned in the vicinity of the
athletic fields in the southwest portien of Hastings. The pessibility of an elementory school on Green
Street is alse contemploted in the Hostings moster plan.

Future commerciol and indusirial development is expected to occur primarity in creos where it already
exists, but it will be move axtensive {see Map &) A major alteration would be to encourage industrial
development along Wess State Street, with residences eventually being remeoved. Princips! new residential

development in the Hoestings arec is fo be encouraged on the northesst, east and southeast fringes of
Hostings.
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Yonkes Springs Recreotion Areq, which is approximotely nine miles west of MHastings, is the principal
recreationgl focility in Bary County. it is one of the most popular of all the stote parks in Michigan,
State Deparimant of Conservation figures show thot the Yonkse Springs Area accommodates the eleventh
highest number of total pork users from among 6% state parks and recreation oreas. |t is the fifth mest
attractive faciiity in comparison with &2 stote parks with camping.

A 1964 origin ond destination study was conducted by the Michigan Department of Stote Highways thet
indicaotes the areas which supplied compers to the various state purks and recreation areas. OF all camper
days accounted for by Barry County residents that were spent ot state facilities, 21.] percent were spent
ot Yankee Springs. {A comper day is one day spent of a state park by one camper.) Yonkee Springs Area
was, by far, the most popular state-swned camping spot for citizens of this county. Barry County compers
mode up 139 percent of ofl campers using Yankee Springs.

Although Yankee Springs Recreation Areo was the third choice among state comping arsas for Kent County
residents, they constituted by for the largest contingent from any Michigan county {19.3 percent). Kent
County alse provided the prependeronce of doy users, or pork visiters coming for purposes other than
camping {39 percent}). Barry County rated third in this category, with 8.7 percent.

{ther Michigan counties imporiant as residences for Yonkee Springs park users were Kalamozoo, Allegan,
Calhoun, Otfawe ond Ingham, in that order. |t appears thot the majority of traffic generated by this park
emanates from areas generally west of Mastings.

Michigan Deportment of Conservation representatives eniicipate that Yankee Springs, along with all other
state recreational facilities, will serve increasingly lorger numbers of persons sesking ploces to spend
their ieisure time. The shorter workweek is enabling more time that can be spent in pursuit of relaxation,
ond improved comping equipment and highways are making stote parks more convenient and accessible,

The Hostings master plan indicotes that wells now in use will provide woter for anticipated growth for
the next thirty yeors. According to this plen, . . . the sewage trectment plant designed capobility will
stitl be adequate during the planning period, provided o separate storm drainoge sewer system is buils.
[t is proposed that o continuing improvement progrom be initicted for the extension of sewer and water
facilities to all parts of the City included in the corresponding Service Areas.’” The zoning map, which
is part of the master plen, is in conformance with this plun and is designed to promote implementation
of planning proposals.

All types of lond use generate traffic in varying degrees. The following section indicates past traffic
characteristics in the Hastings area and the informeation presented serves os o basis for determining
future highway needs,
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Traific

The Michigon Depariment of State Highways conducted o treffic study in 1953 that indicoted characrer
istics of vehicular movement in the Mastings area (see Chart 2). There have been no radical economic,
population or lund use changes thot would Indicate thot the generel characteristics of traffic hove chonged
in this area since 1955, Percentages of terminal traffic, or traffic having an origin or destingtion in the
Hastings area, was 72.5 on north M-43; 59.2 on south M-37; 63.2 on Green Sireet, which carries vehicles
moving o and from M-37, M-43 ond Gun Loke Road west of Hastings; end 74.3 percent on whet was then
M-72 (now old M-79 or East State Streei).

It is likely thot much of the terminal traffic recerded on old M-79 continues to use that route even though
it is no longer g state highway. M-7% has been routed west along Guimby Road to connect with M-37 south
of Hastings. Most of the through traffic that previously entered on East State Street probably now enters
on M-37 (Honover Strest).

Dote for 1965 indicates that there are no unusuaily serious treffic gecident problems on the Hostings
highway system. No fotalities were reported as late as November, and most of the few injuries that oc-
curred were minor. Over half of the accidents were related to turns or stops ot intersections, which is
net an unusual development,

The information in this section indicates that Hastings should continue to be penetroted by o state high-
way connection, because it is the origin or destination for o majority of traffic movement in this areq.

7
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The preceding fnventory-Forecast section presents basic data. This portion of the report deals with
aralysis of the information that has been gathered.

The first step in this onalysisis fo study the relotionship between dota conceming transportation facili-
ties, economics, popuiaiion ond lend use. Eoach of these factors tends 1o influence and mold the others.
Interoction omong all facets of the study area serves to reveal emerging highway requirements,

An examination of traffic dato is reserved for the second part of this section se thot traffic charocteristics
con be studied in relation to other social and sconomic influences. Preseniolion of the advantages and
disadvantages of vorious alternative highway systems in the study orea follows this section. The selec-

tion of preferred alternatives is besed upon the evaluation of traffic characteristics, as they relate to
emerging potterns of socicl and economic developments,

Most of Barry Couniy is devoted to agricultural and recreational pursuits. |t features rolling topogrephy
and is dotted with 327 lakes. County roods and stote highways are, therefore, often winding and hilly.
These conditions required that the highway system be carefully scrutinized when it wos defermined that
sericus clignment and structural deficiencies would dictate extensive improvementis.
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Some of the older sections of state highwoy, particularly M-37 and M-43 south of Mostings, have not been
built to corry present and future troffic as efficiently and safely os is desirable. Uther alternatives have,
thersfore, been considered ond they will be discussed later in this report.

Recent trends indicate the most pronounced growih in Borry County is around Hastings and olong the
southern tier of townships. !t appears thot future growth will follow this some pattern. Employment
cenfers sncourage populotion increases. Growth In the Hastings ores is promoted by the provision of
indusirial ond commercial {obs in ond around Hastings, and development in the southern portion of Barry
County iz stimulated by existence of work opporfunities in Battle Creek and Kalomazee.

Employment declined and the rote of unemployment rose in Hostings between 1950 and 1940, but while
the total civilian labor force, or the group of persons availoble for employment, and the octual employment
for Hastings residents both declined, they were increasing appreciebly in Barry County, and both units
experienced lower unemployment rates than the stote. Decreased employment ond lobor force among
Hastings residents, in spite of u relatively low unemployment rate and grodual population increase, could
have been coused by o combination of several factors.

Hastings residents who were 60 vewrs of uge or older in 1960 constituted o reletively high 18.8 percent
of the city’'s population. The comparoble group in Barry County made up 14.8 percent of the ropulotion
and the figure was 11.7 percent for the stote. Although the net goin from in-migrotion was higher for
Borry County thon for Michigan, most of this type of population gaoin in the county evidently occurred in
portions of the county other than Hastings.

The graduel populetion increase in the city wus, thus, mostly gecounted for by noturel incresse and by
retirees from out-county, and the working age groups were depleted through notural atirition.  Additiens
to the population were principelly in the younger und older, or non-working, age groups. This might ex-
plgin the declining number of workers among Hustings residents even though the unemplovment rate was
held af a relotively fow lavel

Popularity of the Yankee Springs Recreotion Aren was discussed in the Inventory-Forecost section of this
report. About 270 comp sites are now available on Gun Loke. The Michigon Department of Conservation
plans to prepore 100 more camp sifes in this arec during the 1965-66 fiscal yeor and an additional 100
after this period. They olso plon to extend the bathing beach on Gun Loke ond eventually prepare 200
camp sites af Deep L.oke, on the eastern side of the park.

Proposed improvements should odd to the aitractiveness of Yonkee Springs Recreation Arew ond help 1o
intensify its use by residents of the populous wbon centers in southern Michigan and in lllinois, Chio
and indiana.

All the sociel and economic factors discussed in this section will inevitably have an effect on highway
traffic volume expansion ond highway needs.

Despite post indications of declining employment omong Hastings residents, the city will continue to be
a major employment center for the aren, and thue an importent generater of fraffic. Residents of outlving
areas will require good wccess routes to reach places of employment and businesses will need adequate
highway cennections to receive and ship goods.
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VYehicle registrations are up in Barry County and this trend will affect future troffic needs. The higher
volumes of vehicles are certain to piose increased stress on the existing highwcy sysfem.

industrial development is being encourcged in Hastings. MNew industrial buildings have recently been
construcied near the west city limit on West State Sireet. Established firms are periodically expanding.

These developments encourage the expansion of traffic volumes in the Hastings area.

Ancther cause of increased iraffic could be downtown commercial revitalization. This could be effeciu-

cted through implementation of the city’s master plon, which is now being considered for official adoption.

Implementation of the praviously mentioned plans to improve ond expand recreational facilities at Yankee
Springs Recreation Arec could significantly increase traffic velumes in the Hastings area, particularly
during the summer months.

The Michigon Employment Security Commission has designated Barry County as part of the Battle Creek
tabor market area. Bursou of the Census dotg shows that o higher proportien of Barry County residents
depend on sources of employment outside the county than is the norm for counties in Michigan. This
indicates that good highway connections to locations outside the county - and particularly to the south -
are warranted. The Office of Plonning hos recognized the need to improve or replace these routes to
enable expeditious and sofe travel for motorists in this area.

The present highway system in the Hasfings areo feafures sericus deficiencies. Hastings and the Michi-

gun Depariment of State Highways have considered severnl alternative planning solutions to provide an
improved highway system for the Hastings ored.
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20-Year Planning — Alternative Highway Arrangemenis

i

Improve Existing #-37/43 {Green Street)

Advantoges

1. It provides stote highway access fo, but not through, the central busniess districy (CBD).

2. 1t provides adequote state highwoy service to the industriel development on Fast State Street and
north of the Thormapple River.

3. It serves the maojority of areo highway treffic, which hos either an origin or o destination in the

)

B

[

city, including vehicles destined for the arees mentioned obove.

Disadvantoges

Grreen Street would have 16 be widened. This could result in loss of many shade trees and, if o
tifth lane were required for turning movements, additienal right-of-woy would hove to be secured.
The sffests of this would disrupt residential cmenitiss.

It does not provide as good service fo the new industrial development clong West Stote Streef as
would Alrernative L

it does not provide as direct service 10 the TBD a5 would Alternative 1.
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State highway trofflic on Green Strest creates o neise nuisance Tor the hespital,

If the schoo! site on Gresn Street, indicoted in *“The Master Plan for the City of Hastings,” is
developed, arferial traffic would increase hazards for school chiidren.

it doss not conform to the “Arterial Street Plan” for the Clty of Hastings, which is shown on the
moster plan map.

Use West State Street and Brondway Street for M-43 {See Map 2)

THIS 15 RECOMMENDED

Advantoges

10,

(2

iZ.

1t would eliminate the need tov disrupt residential development, as would be the case with improv-
ing Green Streef, since only wbout three biocks on West State are devoted to residences. Even in
this area the houses are set well back from the roadway.

Direct highwoy sccess would be provided the new industrial development on West State Street.

Adequate right-of-way is available through the residentiel development and, since the areq to the
west of fown is relatively undeveloped, right-of-way acquisition would be comparaiively inex-
pensive,

Use of this alternative would remove highway traffic from Green Street and reduce troffic possing
the hospital.

State Sireet would net corry highway troffic post the site on Green Street proposed for o school in
"The taster Plon for the City of Hastings.”

Howould route highway troffic directly to, but not through, the centre! business district,

¥ Stote Street were connected to o west M-37/43 byposs, waflic moving beiwesn south M-37/43
and rorth M-43 would encounter only one right-angle turm, os opposed fo the two that must now be
negotioted by traffic moving between south M-37 and north M-43.

it would conform to the strest pottern shown in the "Arterial Street Plan™ for the City of Hostings.

State highways woeuld continue to be near the industriol development on East State Sireet and
north of the Thornapple River. Even though M-37 would be removed from Honover Street if the
M-37/42 west bypass were constructed, M-79 would be continued in to the intersecHon of Broad-
waoy and State Street along the present route of M-37.

With the M-Y9 revie described under advantoge number 9, commercial development along Hanover
Street would continue fo recelve state highway service.

By incorporating West State Street into the highwoy sysiem, it would continue 1o serve the majority
of areg highway traffic, which hes either on origin or o destination in the city.

Broodway Street has recently been improved and should adequately handle traffic during the 20-
vear planning period.
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Disadvantages

1. This alternate wouid involve tweeway traffic operation along all of West 5tate and Broadway
Streets that would constitute M-43. This would net conform to master plan proposals,

. BRetgin the Honover, Green ond Broudway Streets Section for M-79, if Altermative 1} is
Implemented (See Map 6)

Tris 15 RECOMMENDED

§ Advantoges
1. M-79 now adeguotely serves relatively low volumes of wraffic,

2. If M-37 were removed from Hanover Street, it could be signed as M-79, which would continue to
srovide direct highway service to businesses along thig streel.

3. The 1955 traffic study for Hestings showed that o majority of traffic on M-7% had o terminal in the
city. This type of woffic would be served by the Honover, Green and Broadway Streets route
better than by any other combination of existing sireets.

Disadvanioges
1. Mos? businesses slong Honover Swest uppear to be geored 1o serving locel customers end, there-
fors, a maior city street would be more appropricte than o state highway. Trunkline traffic is
now rowad post considerahle residential development, detracting from residential ameniiies,

2. State pork users coming from the east would be routed through the center of Hostings. This
problem now couses congestion during summers, ond the situction may become aggravated in the
future. ‘

i 3. Honover Street is just west of o scheol locoted north of the Honover/Shriner Strests intersection.
Heavier traffic volumes could couse crossing problems for children.

‘59
i

4. |+ does not conform to the Hostings master plan,

Longer-Range Plonning — Alternotive Highwey Arrangements

* V. Remove Highway Service from the Henover, Green and Broodway Streets Section {See Map 2) when
; Alternative VIl or 1K is Implemented (Extension of M-79 1o the Wess)

THIS IS RECOMMENDED

Advantages
: 1. M-79 would bypass Hastings to the south and permit through traffic fo aveid going through town.
Tratfic would be reduced along the Honover, Green and Broudway Streets section, which is most-
ly devoted to residentiol development. An M-79 bypass would be contingent upon considerstions

presented in the next section of this repert,
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State highway fraffic would not be required 1o pass just west of a school near Hanover Streef,
north of the Honover/Shriner Sireets intersection.

I+ would conform to the objective of removing arterial fraffic from Green ond Hanover Streets,
which was stated in the Hastings maester plon,

Dizadvontages

1.

Highway-oriented businesses along Hanover Street would not be provided direct highway access.

2 It would not provide direct state highway service to traffic from the east with o destination in
Hastings.

20-Year Planning — Allernative Highway Arrangements

Y.

improve Existing M-37 and M-43

Advontages

weud

Alignmenss would be improved and, therefore, fraffic flow and safety would be enhanced since
it is now impeded by numercus curves, hills and small concentrations of population.

Present traffic patterns would not be altered, which would benefit highway-oriented businesses
and recregtional areas located along the existing routes.

Improvemsnt of these routes would substonticlly lower winter and reutine mainfenance cosis.

Disadvanteges

2

The cost of making needed improvements on, basically, the existing clignmenis would be more
expensive than o complete relocation o combine the functions of M-37 and M-43.

Becouse of right-of-way problems associated with improvements in built-up sireiches, these
routes would have to be realigned for some short sections, which would invelve removing direct

highway service.

Even with extensive improvements, these routes would not permit os ropid and safe iravel s
would a complete new location.
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Troffie volumes on these routes are relatively low. It is, therefore, difficult to justify large
expenditures of money in view of disadvantage number 3 above.

Troffic moving between Barry County and 1-94 must poss through the densely developed urban
centers of Kalamazeo and Baitle Creek,

Retention of these two low-valume routes on the stote highway system would mean that approsxis
mately 23 more miles of highwoy would hove 1o be mointoined rather thon being repluced by one
new relocared route.

Construct o New #-37/43 Relocation South of Hostings (See Map 1)

"fs 15 1S RECOMMENDED

Advantages

1, 1t would invelve 23 fewer miles of stote highway requiring maintenance if existing M-37 and

o

M-43 from Hastings fo Richland and Bottle Creek were removed from the system.

An excellent connection between Hostings and Battle Creek would be possible, if this relocation
were extended as for south as Dickman Road west of Baitle Creek,

The obove connection would serve as part of a north-south bypass of Beitle Creek for motorists
traveling between Borry County and [-94.

The relocation, buill 1o modern stonderds, would move troffic more rapidly with safety thon the
existing routes, sven if they should he extensively improved.

it could sasily combine the functions of both M-37 ond M-43 because it would be {ocated approx-
imotely midway bstween them and woffic volumes on these routes are expected to be relatively
low.

It weuld be less costly than improving the existing rouvtes and maintenonce for syete highways
would be reduced.

Population concentrations along the existing routes would continue to receive adequate service
from existing arteries, since they would he port of the Federal-aid secondary system.

Disadvortoges

1.

Traffic pofterns would be changed, with possible detrimental results for some highwoy-oriented
businesses along the existing highways.

Small communities along the existing highways would not receive direct highway service if M-37
and M43 become county roads.
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Longer-Roenge Planning — Alternative Highway Arrangements

Vil

VL.

Extend M-37/43 Relocation Nerth of Hustings 1o [-96

Advantoges

1. It could gugment M-37 for movement of state highway traffic between the Hastings orea and the
nerth and east portions of the Grand Rapids arec when traffic volumes expand sufficiently.

Pﬁ&van?ages

1. Traffic witl probably not warrant such extensive new consiruction.

2. 1t would serve no major corridor of traffic,

3. It would be in o general noffic corridor already served by M-46,

4. it would not be as desirable for augmenting M-37 for movement of jraffic between Hastings and
the Grand Reopids aren as would Alternative X,

Extend M-79 Westward 1o the Proposed M-37/43 Relocation

THIS I3 AN ALTERNATIVE RECOMMENDATION

Advantoges

1. Even though a majerity of traffic on this route appears to have a terminal in the city, total traffic
may increuse o the point where It would be advantageous to permit through troffic to bypass
Hastings. Congestion on the loco! sirest system could, thereby, be relieved.

2. It would be port of o route that the Depariment of State Highways® Systems Planning Section is
planning to have serve the areq between 1294 and 1-98, eventuelly extending as on guxiliary route
all the way across Michigan.

3 It would permit improved access from the east to the Yonkee Springs area.

4. M-79 would not be routed along Hanover Street, which would reduce traffic on a primarily resi-
dential street.

5. State highwoy traffic would not be reguired to pass just west of a schoel near Manover Street,
north of the Hanover/Shriner Streets intersection.

6. 15 would continue to serve the Chariton County Pork east of Hastings.

Disadvontages

1. It would net provide direct state highway service to traffic from the east with a destination in
Hastings.
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Tratfic volumes will probobly not warrant the expenditure of funds for en M-79 bypass for quite
soms fime.

Highway-oriented businesses along Hanover Sireet would not receive direct state highway
service.,

Extend B-79 West of Existing M-37 to US-127 (See Map 1)

THIS 15 RECOMMENDED

Advantages

1. 1 would become port of o route that the Department of State Highways' Systems Planning Section
iz plonning to have serve the aree between 194 and 1-94, eventually extending us an guxiliory
route all the way ocross Michigon.

2. It would provide direct state highway service to the Yankee Springs areq.

3. Iy would continue 1o serve the Charlton County Park east of Hostings.

4. The Hestings arec and points east would have better access to Allegan County and the Lake
Michigon shoreline.

5. This alternate would be in agreement with findings of the Michigan Department of State High-
ways' "1960-80 Needs Study.”

G. This route could be part of Michigan's nefwerk of scenic highways, because the topography and
muttitudinous lckes srovide many beauriful views.

7. 1t would probebly be used in conjunction with U5-13]1 by many moiorists traveling between
Hestings and the lorger cities of Grond Ropids ond Kalomaezoo., H would, thus, relieve wraffic
on M-37, between Hastings and the south and west portions of the Grand Rapids ares, and on
M-42, wr the proposed M-37/42 relocation seuth of Hastings, between Hosgtings and Kalomazos.

8. County roads now sarve the Yankee Springs Recreotion Arsa. This reute would be o much safer

traffic artery than even recently improved county arterials.

Disadvantoges

1.

i:\_')

Traffic will probably not worrant such extensive new construction in this area for quite some
time,

it would not provide direct state highway service to fraffic from the sast with a destination in
Hastings.

Highway-oriented businesses along Hunover Street would not receive direct state highway
service.
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CiTYy OF HAasTINGS
HASTINGS, MICHIGAN

QFFLICE GF
CITY CLERK

Resolution of the City Planning Commission

WHEREAS: The Clty of Hastings has a "recognized” Planning Commission “duly
constituted according to existing planning enabling legislation,” which Plaming
Commission has been given the responsibility for the yweparatlgn of a Master Flan
for the eiby, ant;

WHEREAS: The Plamming Commission, in pursuance of this delegated responsibility,
Hge Caused to be made comprehensive studles of existing conditions and develops
ment trends and, on the basis of these studies, made estimates of the future
development of the community, part or parts of which have been adopbted as elementis
of a Master Flan of communiby development, and:

WHEREAS:  The Plamming Mvision of the Office of Flanning of the Michipsn State
H&gbway Hepartment has been delegated the responsibility of preparing, in coopera-
tion with local plarmers, & highway plan, which plan represents the level of agreee
ment that has been reached on long-rangs planning objectives, ands

WHEREAS:  The City Flaming Commission and representstives of the Planning Division
have cooperatively studied this problem and have preparsd such a highway plan, now:

THEEEFQRE BE IT RESOLVED: That the plan enditled, "Hastings State Highway Plan,”
as presented, is consistent and compatible with h@ plamming and development
objectives of the City of Hasilngs, andy

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the sald highwsy plan as coopsratively
developed and presented herewith be approved for presentation to the State Highway
Department for programming,

Moved by Beckwith, suvpported by Cummings that the zbove Resolution bs adopted as
read,

Teas: Beckwith, Cummings, Laberteaux, Stebbins, Caukin, Sherwood and Basseit.
Absents Goodyear and Schilhaneck. Carvied.

I, Robert Sherwood, Secretary of the Hasbings ?L&nnlng Commission, do her@by
certify that the above is a tvrue copy of & Beaol 08
meeting of the Hastings City Plamning Commiss

23, 1965,

DATED: February 23, 1965
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OF FIGE OF
CITY CLERK

ITY OF HASTINGS
MASTINGS, MICHIGAN

ARSCLUTTON

WHEREAS, The Planning Commission of this Cibty has worked in

conjunciion with the Michigan State Highway Department and,

WHERBAS, said Department is nearly completed with the Hastings

State Highway Plan, and,

WHEREAS, the Hastings State Highway Plan has been approved by the

City Plannimg Commission, and,

WHEREAS, it is the desire of this hody to support the position of

the Flanning Commission,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVYED, that the recommendations of the

Planning Commission removing State Highway Me37/MeL3, from West Green Street

and replacing them with a twe-way State Highway on West State Street from

the City limits to Croadwsy, be approved.

be

ag

ha

it

be

BE IT FURTHER RESCLVED that the Michipan State Highway Department

vrged o commence work on the project from Breasdway to the Vest City limits

seon as posgible,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Michigan State Highway Deparitment

requasted to resurfzoe that portion of Oreoen Streebt thal is abandonded by

as a part of the State Highway System,

Moved by Kenfield, and supported by Bassett that the above resolution

adopted as read,

DATED: May ¢, 1966

YRAS: Bassett, Caukin, Hamaty, Xenlield,
Lang and Snyder,

NAYS: None .

ABSFNT: Coleman and Morey,

I, the duly elected clerk of the City of Hastings, do hereby certify that the
above is a true copy of a resclution adopied by the Histings City Council at a

regulsr meeling held May 9, 1966,

D | Ly
Donna J. Minney, Clty/Clerk
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OFHCE MEMORANDUM o

b MICHIGARN e
BU DEPARTMENT OF STATE HIGHWAYS soril 13, 1966 )

File: 08000 ¢-10 (1)

To: Robert 5. Boatman, Director
Planning Division

From: H. H. fooper, DMirector ]
Traffic Division ;

Subject: poview of "Hastings State Highway Plan

In accordance wivh your recent reguest, we have again reviewed the proposed
report entitled "Hastings State Highway Plan”, in addition %o the aore rescent
Hastings Master Plan and Michigan Departiment of State Highways' plan proposals
which you vecently gave us.

YWe econcur with the recommended plan Tor the M-37, M-43 trunklines through Barry L
County and the City of Hastings. The location of M-43 on State Street will o
undsubtedly encouwrage further industrizl and conmercial development while :
providing a safe and efficient access route into the central business district.
t appears that the intersection of M-37, M-h3 at M-T9 {Broasdway} can be made
to operate satislactorily. However, at such time as the Clty desires to imple-
nent their one-way plan, we recommend s thorough situdy be conduveted of possible
alternative plans of integrating both the Stete trunkline and the City’'s one-way

SYSTEm. B

i
With reference to M-T9 in Hastings, we wish to emphasize the opersbionsl de- '
Ticiencies on the section of Green Street between Broadway and Hanover Streets. .
Recognizing the nesd for operabtional improvements on this section of Green §
Street, we have scheduled operational betierment projects at the intersections -
of M~T% {&reen) at Broadway and Hanover Streets. However, the 1965 sufficiency
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An alternste to the reconsiruction of Grsen Street, the sextension of M-79 west
to the relocation of M-37, would be consistent with the long-renge plan for M-TQ
waich will eventually exbtend M-T9 west ho US-131. Consideration of the latter
plan by preparation of & compariscn of cogty and merits of both plans would
sppear to be desirable.

We believe the proposed "Hastings State Bighway Plan” is generally opevable, 1
sssuning a sabisfsctory solubion can be provided for the aforementioned problems,

Ul

A H.

Codper, rector
Traffic Divisign
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