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1. 

Dedicatlori 

This historical treatise is dedicated to those pioneer individUals 

of Ingham, Clinton, Gratiot and Isabella counties of the 1800's, who had 

a burning hunger for a ·railroad'which would generally traverse in a 

north-south direction through the central parts of those counties named; 

It is especially dedicated to the early villagers of St. Jolms and Maple 

Rapids, in Clinton County, who went e.ll-out for the Lansing-Mt. Pleasant 

Railroad; whose spirit and enthusiasm to obtain the necessary financial 

aid as well as the right of way· for constructing the railroad was an ex-

ample and a c hall eng~ to . the other communi ties along. the proposed route. 

It is also dedicated to those.businessmen, farmers and residents 

of those counties heretofore na.med, that. were ex'ploring' possibilities of 

transportation, which would aid and foster better business and economic 
. . ,. 

conditions in the areas tangible to the proposed line,. 

It is dedicated to' those· individUals; pest and presimt,. who had a 

love and admiration for the American railroad; to those who frequented· 

the depots and waiting stations to watch the arriv11l of the trains;. to 
. . . ' . ' 

those who enjoyed the acrid smell of coal smoke, the shower of cinders, 

and the frightening hiss of escaping steam, as a part of the romance of 

railroading. 

This document is especially dedicated to the memory of Lewis Ceasar, 

who died on August 12, 1972, an uncle to the author. He was born in Gra.tiot 

County in 1890, and lived much of his life in Alma, Michigan. He gave the 

author much first-hand information concerning the persons, while living in 

Gratiot County, mentioned in this qocument. 
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PREFACE 

The history of railroading in Central Michigan is both unique and ordi

nary. It is ordina.ry in that the early roads moved northward from Detroit, 

Ann Arbor, Saginaw and Bay City on the east side of the state, as well as 

from Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids, and Muskegon on the western side. Both routes 

were seeking the most accessible of the lumber sources, the pineries of 

great dimensions and of considerable wealth. 

The railroads began to branch out, both east and west, between the days 

of the Civil War end the 1880 1 s. Consequently, the first roads to reach in-

to the counties of Clinton, Ingham, Gra.tiot and Isabella extended generally 

in an ea.sterly and westerly direction. The history is unique in that there 

were no lines moving north from the capitol city of Lansing through those 

counties already named. 

The communities of St. Johns in Clinton County, Ithaca, Alma and St. 

Louis in Gratiot County, became agricultural as the rich farm lands were. 

opened up end became productive. Parts of Gratiot and most of Isabella had 

considerable •stands" of white pine, untouched by axe or sew. During the 

1880's, considerable activity was manifested in these areas. Robert Steel 

of St. Johns and Ammi Wright of Saginaw and Alma were principal promoters 

in the lumbering enterprises of Central Michigan at that time. 

A brief look at the railroad developmental history before 1885 in the 

central part of the State of Michigan is necessary in order to have an un-

derstanding of the generation and development of the Lensing, Alma, Mt. 

Pleasant & Northern Railroad. 

tRANSPORTATION liBRARY. 
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The Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Company was organized in January, 

1857. Construction of a road was begun at Owosso and built south and west-

ward to Lansing, which was finally reached in 1862. It had so many curves 

in it that it was niclmamed the "Ram 1 s Horn" line. 11/i th such initials as 

A.L. and T.B., to those who rode over the route said that it was "awfully 

long and terribly bumpy." Lansing was about as far as the line ever got. 

The company sold its rights south of Lansing to another company in 1867, 

and then that company was bought up by the Lake Shore and Michigan South-

ern, which then went ahead and completed a route from Hillsdale, Michigan 

through Albion, and to Lansing in 1,873. 

Another line, known as the Detroit, Grand Haven and Milwaukee Rail-

way was the first to be built and completed to within the confines of 

Shiawassee and Clinton counties; and, it was also over the eastern piece 

of this road (the old Detroit and Pontiac road which was in operation 

several years) before the trains reached the shallow waters of the Shia-

wassee River. 

The Detroit and Pontiac railroad project was stirred up in Oakland 

County as early as 1850, and an act incorporating the "Pontiac and De-

troit Railway Company" was put thro1,1gh by the territorial legislative 

council, and was approved by Governor Cass on July 51st. This was the 

first railway in Michigan to have a charter. 

Immediately after the road was completed from Detroit to Pontiac, 

a project was developed to build a railroad from Pontiac westward through 

Shiawassee, Clinton and other counties to Lake Michigan at the mouth of 

the Grand River, to make a connection at that point with steamers for 

Milwaukee and other Lake Michigan ports. 

1::: 



5. 

In 1855, on February 13, an Act by the State Legislature authorized 

the partnership of the Detroit and Pontiac with the Oakland and Ottawa 

Railroad Company under the name, "Detroit and Milwaukee Railway Company.• 

The road was completed to St. Johns in Clinton County on January 16, 1857. 

The line was of great benefit to Clinton County, but it proved to be a bad 

investment for its original stockholders. It went into bankruptcy in 1860, 

and it remained thus until October 19, 1878, when it reorganized and be

came the Detroit, Grand Haven and Milwaukee Railway. 

Up until the completion of the interurban electric railway, which op

erated between St. Johns and Lansing, through DeWitt Village, the latter, 

had no means of communication whatever, although most favorably loca.ted, 

and St. Johns was entirely without southern connections. 

The beautiful little village .of Maple Rapids in Essex Township, Clin

ton County, is to this day devoid of railroads of any kind, steam or elec

tric. This fact, the lack of railway facilities, north and south, has been 

and is the most unfortuna.te circumstance to be noted in the progress of 

Clinton County. 

The movement for a southern railroad connection took form as early as 

1864, when the Jackson and Lansing Railroad Company was organized. It was 

originally intended that this line would be built northward from Lansing 

through Clinton, Gratiot end Isabelle counties. The road, however, passed 

to the Jackson, Lansing and Saginsw Company, and St. Johns' hopes. vanis.hed 

up the "Ram's Horn" route. 

Later, t~~ Lansing and St. Johns Railroad Company came to light, The 

incorporation took place in 1871. Several in Clinton County had a hand in 
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promoting this company. Sixty thousand dollars was provided for by subscrip

tions to stock, but the dark days of 1675, in· financial circles, killed the 

enterprise. 

The railroad which crosses the southwestern township of Eagle, in Clin-

ton County, and in its course towards the City of Lansing, curves northward 

across the Watertown boundary line, was once the Ionia and Lansing, which 

was consolidated with the Detroit and Howell, and Lansing in 1670. The De-

troit, Lansing and Northern Railroad Company finally became the owner of the 

entire route. 

Another important feeder was acquired by the Lake Shore about the same 

time (1869). It extended from Hillsdale, on the main line, northward through 

a rich agricultural area, centering in Albion and Eaton Rapids, and termina-

ted at the new state capital, Lansing. This line originally was projected as 

part of the Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Railroad, which had been the re

cipient of a large land grant in 1857. As has been recounted, the A.L. and 

T.B. encountered many difficulties. Its land grant and franchises south of 

Lansing were transferred in 1866 to the Northern and Central Michigan Rail-

road Company, which constructed a line from Jonesville, on the Lake Shore, 

to Lansing, a distance of sixty miles in 1872 and 1875. 

The president of the Grand Trunk, Sir Henry Tyler, proved to be a wor-

thy foeman of the Vanderbilt interests. It was his initiative that pushed 

forward successfully, and against great odds, the Grand Trunk's project for 

a line to Chicago. One line that Tyler eyed as part of his plan had been 

completed between Lansing and Battle Creek, December, 1869, by the Peninsu-

lar Railway Company. 

·. '--. 

·-; '. 
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The last of the units thst were to conf>ti tute the Pere Marquette system 

developed from the Detroit and lk>well Hail road Company, organized in 1864. 

Detroit businessmen, desiring a rail connection with Lanf.ing, subscribed lib-

era.lly to the stock of this railroad as the firet section of such a line. An-

other company built the line from Howell to LanF>ing and the two ~·ere consoli-

dated in 1870. A third company, me•mwhile, completed a line from Lansing 

westward to Howa.rd City, some distance north of Grand Rapids on the Grand 

Hapids and Indiana Hail road. This was consolidated with the company that o•'!led 

the Detroit-Lanr.ing line in 1871 as the Detroit, Lanf.ing and Lake Michigan 

Railroad Company. In 1875 branches of this line were built to Ionia >:~nd 

Belding. The panic of 187£. hit this company hsrd, as it did the others, and 

in 1876, it too went into bankruptcy, emerging as the Detroit, Lanf.ing and 

Northern Railroad Company in 1879. Shortly thereafter, prominer.t stockholders 

in t.ids company secured control of two railroads that together had built 

lines extending westwerd from Saginaw through St. Louis and Alma to Cedar 

Lake, largely to tap the rich timber resources of that area. In the l8f30's 

numerous branches were constructed: one from Sta.nton to Big Rapids, but the 

main addition was a line from Grand Ledge to Grand Rapids, which gave the 

company a through line from Detroit to Gr11nd Rapids. 

In the early 1870's, the project of a railroad to be known as the Toledo, 

Ann Arbor & Northern was stirred up and discussed. The route was to take in 

Owosso, thence in a northwesterly direction through Gratiot County, with Big 

Rapids as its next principal objective point. The entire scheme did not rna-

terializ.e, but a section was built and operated from Toledo as fe.r north as 

South Lyon in the southwest corner of Oakland County. The extension project 

lay dormant until 1883, when it was revived and taken up by the Ashleys of 

TRANSPORTATION liBRARY 
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Toledo - ex-governor Ashley of Ohio and his sons. The line was called the 

Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michigan. It reached the village of Ithaca 

on June 5, 1884, and on June 27th, rails were laid as far as St. Louis, 

Michigan, in Gratiot County. 

The Saginaw Valley & St. Louis Railroad was constructed from 1870 to 

1872, being completed to St. Louis in 1872. This railroad came as a real 

boon to the people of the county, and only in a smaller degree to people 

north and west for several miles. 

The next section westward from St. Louis, of what has been the Pere 

Marquette, was built from St. Louis to Edmore in 1875 by Capt. E.L. Craw, 

of Fruitport, Michigan. The line was part of a great railroad scheme of 

that energetic, but visionary gentleman, which was to run from Fruitport 

and Grand Haven across the state to St. Clair, Michigan. It had the name 

of, The Chicago, Saginaw & Canada Railroad. At Edmore the road connected 

with the Detroit, Lansing & Northern. In 1876, the C.S. & C went into the 

hands of a receiver, and was soon thereafter leased by Colonel John A. 

Elwell, of New York, who came on to the scene immediately and took posses

sion, taking up his residence in St. Louie. He operated the road until 

1885; in the meantime extending the road westward as far as Lakeview. In 

1885, the line was sold to the Detroit, Lansing & Northern, which road had 

already acquired the Saginaw Valley & St. Louis section. A few years later, 

the Detroit, Lansing & Northern became a part of the great Pere Marquette 

system. It was one of the first class roads of the state and gave Gratiot 

County unsurpassed railroad facilities to the east and west, and by its 

connections, to all parts of the country. 
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St. Louis and Alma were so located relatively, that the question of 

touching both towns was a different one to solve by the railroad moguls, 

and the subject was one of great speculation to the two towns, as may well 

be presumed. St. Louis seemed more favored from the fact that the tracks 

had actually been laid into the town. Alma people were fearful that the 

road would proceed from St. Louis directly to Mt. Plea~ant, and leave Alma 

three miles off the line. So while the matter rested and wa.s in doubt, and 

while the railroBrl officials B.nrl promoters were blowing hot and blowing 

cold, as the saying goes, with the hope of pleasing both towns end getting 

the largest possible inducements from each, the people of Alma took a.ctive 

measures to bring things their way. They conceived the scheme of building 

a railroad from Alma to Mt. Pleasant. Action followed very quickly on the 

heels of the suggestion, and the La.nsing, Alma, Mt. Plea.sant Railroad Com-

pany was an outgrowth of that scheme. 

TRANSPORTATION liBRARY 
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THE WP ROAD: -

A History of the Lansing, Alma, Alt. Pleassnt & Northern Railroad. 

A railroad running north and south through the central part of Michigan 

bad been proposed as early as 1869. (l) The opening of rich, new farmlands 

in Clinton, Gratiot and Iss.bella counties bad created sn immediate need for 

marketing milk, 111eat and other produce to the young capital city of Lansing. 

Several railroads were already passing through or bad a teninus in that 

city, so that the shipping of marketable agricultural products and lumber 

could easily be moved either to the Detroit or the Chicago markets. 

The Lansing, St. Johns & Mackinaw Railroad Company was organized on 

April 26, 1869. That road was the first line proposed to pass through Gra

tiot County, and was to be built through St. Louis, Ithaca and St. Johns. 

The necessary financial aid eas secured and bonds were ready for negotia-

tion, when the State Supreme Court of Michigan declared the law to be uncon

stitutional, which allowed aid to be voted in the manner theretofore done. 

Part of the line was surveyed; yet, the company was obliged to abandon the 

project.(2 ) 

A "stub road," known as the Alma, Ithsca Railroad was organized on 

March 51, 1882. It was a spur running from the Detroit, Lansing & Northern 

at Alma to Ithaca. The iron was laid late in the year, and on December 28, 

1882, the first freight was pulled over the line. A.W. Wright and William s. 

Turck were members of the board of directors, which consisted of seven men. 

l. f!!i.!!!.!! Present £! Clinton County, Michigan, Judge S.B. Deboll, 
The S.J. Clark Publishing Co,, Chicago, Ill., 1906, p. 465. 

2. Gratiot County, Michigan, Willard D. Tucker, Press of Seemann and 
Peters, Saginaw, Michigan, 1915. 

----------------1::~ 
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GRATIOT COUNTY 

The Ithaoa-.Ahla Railroad, a •stub road" co1:111ecting the two villages was 

a spur rUDDing from the Detroit, La.ndng & Northern. It 11as built by local 

capital and enterprise. Nathan Church, of Ithaca, was elected pres:Ldent of 

the road as it was organized lilarch 51, 1882. The co.nstructio!l of the road was 

pushed along with notawort~ energy and speed, and iron was ls:Ld the follow

ing December. The first freight was machinery for a butter tub factory on 

December 28th. The •stub road" was operated in connection with the Sagillll!.w 

Valley & St. Louis road. 



.The "stub road" was run in connection with the Saginaw Valley & St. Louis 

Railroad, and ·was built by local capital.(B) 

On March 29, 1883, a ~eakly paper of St. Johns quoted a local reporter: 

"Railroad rumor5 are again rife. DeWitt comes in for a lion's share. Flying 

rumors have been current for EOme time that the Lake Shore &, Michigan South-

ern F.ailway is going to extend the Lane:ing division north, work to commence 

in early summer. DeWitt, so's to speak, will soon be out of the woode. 11 {
4) 

Nothing came of this, however. Late in that year, another rumor indi-

cated that responsible parties had arranged to extend the Alma, Ithaca P.ail

road from Ithaca south via Maple Rapids to Lansing, and from Alma north to 

Mt. Pleassnt, and that A.W. Wright, millionaire and the "Patron of Alma,• 

would iron the northern portion.(S) 

At the same time, activity was brewing in another camp. It wRs reported 

in the Detroit ~ Press {6) that Col. John nwell of St. Louis, Michigan 

had remarked to a reporter of that paper that St. Louis' people were very 

enthusiastic over the progress of what ·was known in that locality as the 

Ashley enterprise, which referred to the building of the Toledo and Northern 

Railroad between Owosso arul St. Louis. 

The reporter raised the question as to what Elwell thought was the ul ti-

mate obJect in view, to which he responded, "Then when everything is in good 

5. Gratiot County, Micbig~, Will~rd D. Tucker, Press of Seemann & 
Peters, Saginaw, Micbig~.tn, 1915, p. 1231. 

4. ~lint~ Republican, Vol. XXVII, No. 46, Thurs., March 29, 1885. 

5. Detroit ~~ning News, Tuesday, December 18, 1885. 

6. Detroit~~. Thursday, December 20, 1885. 

' I 
I 
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shape, when the pine land speculators have got transportation facilities, 

the Grand 'rrunk railroad company(7) will be approached to take the road 

and operate it as a branch. That's the way it looks to me, and there's no-

thing against such action. The road will be needed, and it is well to get 

it that way as in any other fashion." 

Elwell was approached as to whether perhaps the Lansing road or the 

Michigan Central Railroad Company might make a bid, to which he replied, 

"Possibly, the Central may, but the Detroit, Lansing & Northern Railroad 

Company have got all they want.• 

Just before Christmas of 1.985, the Free Press indicated that there was 

talk of extending the Alma,· Ithaca Railroad soutlnoard via Maple Rapids to 

Lansing, and that St. Johns' people were anxious to secure the line also.(6) 

The day after New Year's of ltl64, the Isabella Enterprise indicated con

siderable activity in the Mt. Pleasant area. Some of their people had gone 

to Alma and Ithaca in the interest of railroading. Mr. A.W. Wright of Alma 

had been to Salt River (now known as Shepherd) just south of Mt. Pleasant, 

talKing railroad.(9) 

A railroad meeting was held at the Court House in Mt. Pleasant on the 

previous Saturday, December 29, 1865, at 2 o'clock p.m. A.W. Wright had been 

around all that morning and had expected to be present at the meeting; bow-

ever, he was called away to meet with railroad officials. A crowd had assembled 

at the appointed hour, and William N. Brown acted as chairman. He stated that 

7. Detroit Free Press, Thurs., Dee. 20, 188B. Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand 
Trunk. -- ---

8. Detroit Free Press, Saturday, December 22, 1865. 

9. Isabella Enterprise, Wednesday, January 2, 1864. 
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the object of the meeting was to discuss the extension of the road from Alma 

to Mt. Pleasant, also south via Ithaca, Maple Rapids, St. Johns to Lansing. 

He also reported that Mr. Wright was ready to take hold of the project and 

build the road from Alma to Mt. Pleasant if the citizens of that place were 

ready to help him by forming a stock company. The Honorable S.W. Hopkins was 

appointed as secretary of the meeting; whereupon, he too, spoke to the sub

ject. A Mr. D.H. Nelson was then called upon to express his views. He stated 

that he thought they had better go slow and not act hastily in the matter. 

He said that they ought to have the best one, one that would do the most good 

and give them the best connections. After Mr. Nelson had spoken, a committee 

was appointed consisting of Wm. N. Brown, A.B. Upton, John Harris, D.H. Nel

son, S.W. Hopkins, C.C. Whitney, C. Bennett, Ed. Bellinger, and others to 

look into the matter and see which would be the best road for the develop

ment of Isabella County, and to call a meeting at their option. The commit

tee was to get an expression of the people on the subject and to ascertain, 

if at all possible, which would be the best road to have; the one, not yet 

organized, or the Toledo & Ann Arbor Railroad.(lO) 

Mr. Ashley made a proposition concerning the Toledo & Ann Arbor road 

from St. Louis to Mt. Pleasant. He agreed to finish the road and have it in 

running order by October, or earlier, if the people of Mt. Pleasant would 

agree to pay $15,000 when the road would be completed. 

A.W. Wright stated that he would build a road from Alma, and have it in 

running order by July, providing Mt. Pleasant could raise $15,000 and Salt 

River about $5,000, 

10. Isabella Enterprise, Wednesday, January 2, 1884. 
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lt. Pleasant had been thoroughly atirred up over railroad matterp, 

Several meetings bad been held and considerable enthusiasm was being gen-

eratad. laDy felt that !Bt. Pleasant would positively heve another rail-

road by fall and probably two. 

A meeting in the interest of the Toledo & Ann Arbor line was scheduled 

for January 7th at the Opera House in Mt. Pleasant. A large delegation 

from Alma were present to defend their scheme and the meeting grew bot,(ll) 

First, one side, then the other, would pick up the argument. 

Alma was ready to put $15,000 into the project. It was reported from 
(12) . 

Alma that a sufficient amount bed been subscribed by the Almaites, Salt 

River, and Mt. Pleasant to organize a local company for the construction of 

a railroad from Lansing to Mt. Pleasant. The proposed road would give a 

connection with the Detroit, Lansing & Northern system at Alma and event-

ually with Lansing by way of Ithaca. 

The meeting for organizing the railroad company was scheduled for Jan-

uary a, lBS4, at Alma. It was understood that A.W. Wright would accept the 

presidency and iron the road. However, the organization was delayed until 

later. 

The committee, of which Will:l.am N. Brown was chairman, he.d not as yet 

made any recommendations or decisions ss to which way Mt. Plee.aant should 

go. It might accept both roads. 

11, Isabella Enterprise, Wednesday, January 9, 1884, 

12. Detroit Evening News, Tuesday, Ja.nuary 8, 1884. 
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The Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand Trunk sys~em had its surveyors working 

over its proposed line, and according to the Isab~ Enterprise, the line 

had been traversed as far north as the farm of George Ferris, just south 

of Mt. Pleasant.(lB) 

Railroad talk along the proposed road from Alma south suddenly became 

the subject of the day. The people of Alma definitely favored the Wright pro

ject. A St. Johns' paper<14) stated that the proposed railroad was assuming 

tangible proportions, and that monied men were moving earnestly in the mat-

ter. Maple Rapids was concerned that the project would prove to be some

thing more than a myth. (15) Reference here was undoubtedly reflected on the 

Lansing, St. Johns & Mackinaw failure. 

A railroad meeting was held at Mt. Pleasant on January 11, 1884, at 

which the Honorable H.M. Perrin and David s. French, both of St. Johns, were 

present. They said that they thought that St. Johns would undertake to 

raise $40,000 towards the new line.(l6) It was later rumored that St. Johns 

would be willing to pay $50,000 to get the road, and some doubts were com

ing to the fore because that was e. pile of money. (17) 

A special dispatch to the Detroit Post and Tribune from Alma, dated 

January 16, 18tJ4, sta.ted, "Vi here two or three are gathered together, there 

you hear railroad talk, at least so in this section. The project now agi-

1~. Isabella Enterprise, Wednesday, January 16, 1884. 

14. Clinton Independent, Thursday, January 17, 1884. 

15. Clinton Independent, Thursday, January 24, 1884. 

16. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXVIII, No. 56, Thursday, Jan. 17, 1884. 

17, Isabella Enterprise, Wednesday, Janua.ry 25, 1884. 
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tati11g the community, is a li11e from Lansing to Mt. Pleasant, in Isabella 

County, some seventy miles in length, to be known as the Lansing, Alma, 

Mt. Please.nt & Northern Railroad. Enthusiastic meetings have been held at 

this place, Salt River and Mt. Pleasant, and the capital stock mostly sub

scribed. It is proposed to establish the route and have the ties distribut-

ed along the line, and as soon in the spring as the ground will permit, to 

put a lerge force of men upon the work and push it ra.pidly to completion 

between here and Mt. Plea.sant, a distance of about eighteen miles. The 

route southward is not yet determined. The i11termediate points are Ithaca, 

Pompeii, Maple Rapids, st. Johne: or Fowler on the Detroit and Grand Haven 

Railroad, and DeWitt. The final establishment of the route will probably 

depend upon the amount of aid to be obtained from the places mentioned. The 

project is considered by practical railroad men as entirely feasible, and 

with such men as A.W. Wright of Saratoga, New York, the Hon. William s. 

Turck, Gen. N. Church of Detroit, James Gargett and other prominent men of 

Ohio and vicinity to push the matter, the result is not doubtful,n(l8) 

The residence of A.W. Wright was sometimes given as Saratoga, New York, 

and again as Alma or Saginaw, Michigan. 

The Mt. Pleasant paper, under the Ithaca items, stated that a Mr. 

Thomas, a compteent engineer, had been engaged to survey the new railroad 

line from Alma to Mt. Pleasant and that he had started his work. It was 

stated therein that the line would run a few miles west of Salt River and 

18. Detroit f2ll!!!!! Tribune, Thursday, January 17, 1884. Special dis
patch from Alma, Michigan, January 16, 1884, titled, "Booming the 
new line at Mt. Pleasant.• 
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would make SUmmerton a point.(l9) 

The Lansing Journal made the following statement, which was quoted in 

one of the Clinton County weeklies: 11 We are pleased to learn that the peo

ple of the cities and towns in Clinton, Gratiot and Isabella counties, 

through which the proposed line will run, are awakening to a realization of 

the immense benefits that will flow from the building of such a road, and 

we trust that their efforts to make the road a fact will meet with earnest 

and enthusiastic support on the part of the citizens of Lansing. SUch a road 

will soon become a necessity to this city, and if we ever attain that de

gree of prosperity and standing as a commercial center, which ought to be 

the pride and boast of the capital city. (20) 

An outstate paper stated that the Lansing Republican challenged its lo

cal city readers by asking them whet they were going to do about the propos

ed line. Would they meet the towns along the proposed route with their sym

pathy and pledges or would they pass by on the other side.(21) 

Speaking of the value of the proposed line to Lansing, the Detroit Free 

Press quoted the Lansing Journa~: "A railroad to Mt. Pleasant will furnish a 

direct outlet to the richest farming country in the State. It cannot fail to 

do a large and profitable business from the start. We believe that immediate 

steps should be taken by some of our leading capitalists looking to the organ

ization of a company to construct the road. It will prove a paying invest

ment. Unless something is done in the near future, Lansing may perhaps lose an 

19. Isabella Enterprise, Wednesday, January 25, 1884. 

20. Clinton Independent, Thursday, January 51, 1884. 

21. Detroit Free Press, Thursday, Ja.nuary 51, 1884. 
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opportunity to so effect.ively boom its material interests. There is talk 

of constructing a railroad from either Battle Creek or Kalamazoo through 

Ionia, St. Louis and Mt. Pleasant. It is believed by many that this line 

will be built. If it is, it will effectually block the project of a road 

from this city. Let our wealthy Lansingites be up and doing in this mat

ter.n(22) 

Considerable activity took place at Mt. Pleasant in late January of 

1884. Already pledges amounting to ~12,000 of the $15,000 had been made 

for the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Railroad. The friends of the Wright 

project, the Alma road, were also busy; and, Mt. Pleasant was strongly 

inclined to think that they could secure that also. Besides that, they 

were talking of offering inducements to the Flint and Pere Marquette line 

to widen the guage of the branch from Coleman and extend it. All that 

would place Mt. Pleasant in a very enviable position with respect to rail

roading.(25) 

A Lansing paper,(24) dated February 9, 1884, under the heading, "An 

Important Project," stated that the best unoccupied territory for a rail

road in Michigan is from Lansing northward through Clinton and Gratiot 

into Isabella County. During the preceding fourteen years the subject had 

been discussed, more or less, but nothing definite had been accomplished 

until a few days ago. 

The same daily( 25 ) went on to say that on February 8th, Samual D. 

22. Detroit ~Press, Thursday, January 51, 1884. 

25. Detroit ~ Press, Friday, February 1, 1884. 

24. Lansing Republican, Saturday, February 9, 1884. 
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Bingham of Lansing, who had for maey times urged the importance of such a 

railroad arm, extending from the capitol city northward, hed received a let

ter from James Gargett of Alma, announcing the organi~ation of the Lansing, 

Alma, Alt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad Company, A sufficient amount of stock 

had been subscribed, the necessary five per cent peid in, and the articles 

of incorporation were ready to be filed. The following hsd been elected by 

the stockholders to serve as directors of the road: A.W. Wright, Alma; John 

A. Harris, Mt. Pleasant; Wm. N. Brown, Alt. Pleasant; James Gargett, Alma; 

I.N. Shepard, Salt River; W.S. Turek, Alma; and, George D. Barton, Alma. The 

directors choee the following officers: A.W. Wright, President; William N. 

Brown, Vice-president.; W,S. Turck, Treasurer; and, !.~arcus Pollasky, Secre-

tary. 

The road w1us to run from La.n~>ing to Alme via St, Johns, thence to Mt. 

Pleasant vie Salt River or Sunnerton, finally to Frankfort as soon as the 

road was finished to Alt. Pleasant. The surveys had been made from Alma to 

Mt. Pleasant, and work would begin ot once. The Detroit Free Presa( 2S) 

stated that the intent was to colll!ect with the Lake Shore & Michigan South-

ern at Lansing. 

It was generally conceded that the company shops would be located at 

Alma, which would add largely to the business and industries of that vil-

lage; and, that since the board of directors were all· quite wealthy, they 

would see the project through. 

The Corporation Dhi13:ion, Department of Treasury, State of Michigan, 

Lansing, bas records which reveal that the articles of incorporation were 

26. Detroit Free Preea, &.turday, February 9, 1884. 
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recorded and filed with the Secretary of State on February 12, 1884. Al-

though the articl~e as such are not on file presently with the State of 

Michigan, other information states that the termini points to be Lansing 

and Mt. Pleasant; the length of the road to be sixty-eight miles; the 

guage to be not less than three and one-half feet; the capital, $544,000; 

and the term 999 years from 1884.( 2?) 

On F'ebruary 11th, a meeting of about forty of the leading business 

men of Lansing met in the common council room with several members of the 

board of directors of the proposed railroad in regard to giving aid to 

the project. A.O. Bement was chosen chairman of the meeting and E.F. Cooley, 

secretary. 

James Gargett, A.W. Wright and W,S. Turck of Alma, Gratiot County, 

and I.N. Shepard of Salt River, who were active in forwarding the project, 

were present. Mr. Gargett spoke in behalf of the new company. Although 

eolicitated by other places, they wanted to connect with Lansing. 

Mr. Wright spoke much in the same way; they had no definite propos!-

tion to make to Lansing people, but he pointed out that they had come to 

learn their feeling in regard to the matter, and what they were willing to 

do in aiding the company. 

Strong speeches were made by O.M. Barnes, James M. Turner, S.L. Smith, 

George P. Sanford, and A.O, Bement, who all agreed on the leading point, 

that the road would be of great value to La.neing, as the capital city 

would be the largest city on the line, and would be the outlet for the 

27. Bureau of Collections, Corporation Division, Dept. of Treasury, 
State of Michigan, LaMing, Michigan, File drawer 26A, L-12-518, 
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lumber and agricultural products of Gratiot and Isabella counties, They 

all agreed in their opinions that the sum of $5,000 per mile and the right 

of way would be donated by the people along the line. 

Mr. Barnes and Mr. Turner bed heard that $4,00 to $6,000 per mile 

could he secured in the wey of donation~ or subscriptions to stock. They 

all agreed that it was a safe business venture. 

Mr. Smith, especially, dwelt upon the safety of the business proposal. 

He bed spent much time in studying this same scheme, and had thought of 

organi~ing a home company himself, He was satisfied that if five or six men 

would club together to build the road as a business and not as a specula-

tive venture, and run it on business principles, with no watering of stock 

and like devices, it would be a success. He had seen nothing in a long time 

that promised so well, and compared it to a very successful undertaking in 

the northern peninsula that was quite similar. At least six per cent on the 

investment could be realized by such a road, built then, as he described; 

and he thought that if even $B,OOO per mile could be secured as donations, 

that capitalists would furnish the rest. 

O.M. Barnes emphasized the point that the road could be built for about 

$10,000 per mile, whereas other roads leading into Ls.nsing had cost $15,000 

to $50,000 per mile. The price of steel then was extremely low, yet he 

thought it likely to advance within a year. 

Jim Turner forcibly brought out the point that it was best to keep 

the road, if' built, independent of other roads. He knew that the Grand Trunk 

and Lake Shore companies would be glad to make this new line a branch of 

thP-ir systema, but by being independent, the earnings of the little road 
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would be larger; for the great lines would compete for the prize of carry-

ing its freight from Lansing to the East. 

Colonel Dodge said that he had been over the line with William H. Dodge 

to find out the sentiment of the people. It was his opinion that $4,000 per 

mile, from the north line of Clinton County to Lansing could be rRised. He 

also thought that the road could be built at less expense in Gratiot County 

than in Clinton and Ingham counties. 

Edward Cahill bad also studied the matter, and was convinced of its 

practicability. 

Mr. Barnes made a motion to the effect that it was the sense of the meet-

ing that a sufficient sum of money could be raised to build the road, and that 

the gentlemen present would do their part. The motion was unanimously carried. 

It was pledged by vote to pay the expenses of a committee, to be sent out 

by the president of the company for the purpose of securing subscriptions 

along the line of the proposed road. James J. Baird, Frank Dodge, and Edward w. 

Sparrow were appointed to raise money for that purpose. 

Messrs. Barnes, Turner, and Smith gave warm testimony to the capacity, 

energy, and reliability of the three gentlemen from Alma, and especially of 

Mr. Wright. There was entire harmony in the view of the desirability and 

practicability of building the road, which would extend through sixty-eight 

miles of new country, of which Lansing would be the natural guiding star. Com-

ing from men so experienced and so-wall known in Michigan, they indicated 

there ought to be no hesitancy on the part of Lansing's citizens in forward

ing the movement.(28) 

28. Lansing Republican, Tuesday, February 12, 1884. 
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By request, Frank L. Dodge and George P. Sanford accompanied Presi-

dent A.W. Wright to St. Johns on the following day, Tuesday, February 12. 

A very enthusiastic meeting was held in the Court House, notwithstanding 

the unpleasant weather and the lack of a timely notice. 

The meeting was called to order by David s. French, and was organ-

bed with the Hon. H.M. Perrin as chairman and Otis Fuller as secretary. 

James Gargett gave an outline of the work done so far and said that 

the road would be built. Messrs. Sanford and Dodge pledged that Lansing 

would do its level best, and Messrs. John Hicks, D.S. French, H.M. Perrin, 

and S.S. Walker pledged St. Johns for her share. 

On motion of David S. French, the meeting voted to raise the sum re-

quired ($50,000 to $50,000, and perhaps more). Mr. French then offered the 

following resolutions ( 29) which were carried unanimously: 

Resolved: that it is in the sense of this meeting that the people of 

St. Johns and vicinity recognize the advantages that would accrue to them 

from the proposed road and will do anything that is reasona.ble to aid in 

securing it. 

Resolved: that a committee of five be appointed to confer with the of-

ficers of the new railroad company, and call a public meeting at any time 

when the officers are prepared to submit to St. Johns e definite proposi-

tion showing what amount of money will be required of them. 

29. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXVIII, No. 40, Thursday, February 14, 
1884. 
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The chair named the following to the committee: John flicks, S.S. Walker, 

Charles Fowler, David French, and John H. Corbi't .• 

It was reported(30) that the committee of officers of the new road were 

in Maple Rapids on the 15th of Februa.ry. A meeting of citizens was called 

without any previous n'otice and a comml.ttee consisting of R.S. VanScoy, Isaac 

Hewitt, William H. Owen, George R. Newton, and O.F. Peck was appointed to 

solicit. aid if the road could be built so as to come to or nea.r Maple Rapids. 

The people of DeWitt apparently had not become too enthusiastic at the 

time as wa.s evidenced by a reporter: "A few energetic citizenr; of this place 

(DeWitt) propose to do something and we are of the opinion it will be hard 

work to get only a few interested."(Bl) 

A correspondent to the Detroit Post and Tribune was quoted in the 

Isabella Enterprise: "A surveying party is now on the route and it is ex-

pected that the survey will be completed between Alma and Mt. Pleasant by to-

morrow. The present survey passes through Summerton and Estee's Corners, two 

miles west of Sa.lt River. The permanent survey will not vary greatly from 

this line. This road will be an important link in a north and south road, 

connecting as it will, with a line twenty miles long, now owned ·and operat

ed by the A.W. Wright Lumber Company, which is to be, I am informed, incor-

porated with the main line on its extension northward, thus opening up by a 

direct route, one of the richest lumber tracts in the state. It is the inten-

tion to puEh the road southward as rapidly as possible, but the rate of speed 

will depend somewhat upon the amount of aid obtained at the different points, 

150. Detroit Free Press, Saturday, February 16, 1884. 

31. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXVIII, No. 40, Thursday, February 14, 
1884, Under DeWitt Items. 
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but I have the assurance that the road will certainly be in operation from 

some point on the Detroit, Grand Haven and Milwaukee, to Mt. Pleasant be

fore New Year's Day.{ 52) 

However, the enthusiasm generated along the proposed line of the Lan

sing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad was not indicative of the 

financial economy in the rest of the State of Michigan. Railroad men all 

said the same thing in regard to their business. It was remarkedly dull and 

was not picking up as fast as was expected. The l~rgest share of the work 

at the general offices consisted in answering requests for special rates, 

which everybody wanted. A large number of workmen in the various departments 

of the Lake Shore repair shops in Adrain( 55 ) had been laid off, there being 

about seventy men discharged, many of whom had been in the employ of the 

company for twenty years. 

Railroad news was whet the people along the route wished to see and 

hear. Advantages gained by the new road were foremost and everyone agreed 

that it would make competition in all lines of business. 

The Detroit Evening Post reported that piles were being driven at Alms 

acrose the Pine River for the new line as of February 28, 1884. 

In one of the Lansing papers( 54 ) it was reported that contracts for 

ties were being made for the new railroad between Alma and Mt. Pleasant. 

This was a part of the line which was looked for in Lansing at no distant 

date. Zealous work was being done to put the project on its feet between 

Lansing and St. Johns. 

52. Isabella Enterprise, Wednesday, February 15, 1884. 

35. Detroit Free Pr~, Saturday, February 9, 1884. Under Adrain items. 

34. Lansing Republican, Saturday, March 1, 1884. 
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The following is a letter whtch was published in the ~nsi~ ~e.£~bli

~· and was signed:( 35 ) 

"Some time since there was a citizens 1 meeting held in the circuit 

court room of thi.s city, which was attencied by many of our earnest and most 

zealous business men for the pu1'pose of conferring together on the subject 

of a railroad north from Lans:ing to Mt. Pleasant, a distance of about seven-

ty miles. Gentlemen from abroad were in attendance and much interest was 

manifested in the proposed enterprise. Many of our citizens al'e familiar 

with the north country. The farming lands and the immense quantity of pine 

and hardwood timber throughout the northern part of the state, especially 

in the above named territory, makes this an extraordinary, and indeed, at 

the present time, the most feasible route of any in the state. It is only 

necessary to glance over the map of this state in order for any person 1m-

aquainted with the proposed route to see and realize the material advantage 

to Lansing, especially, and the country north generally from this point. 

"fhe advantages to Lansing are many, and the opportunity for establish-

ing various manufacturing industries and lumber yards on a large scale will 

be second to none in the state. The railroad facilities for shipping are 

infinitely superior to any of our lumber towns as is shown by the files in 

the office of the secl'etary of state. The company is organized, the officers 

elected, and the necessary stock has been subscribed. These are the prelim-

inary steps. The people north are in earnest and anxious to do their trading 

in .Lansing, which is the metropolis, or will be, with proper effort the 

market town of the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Raill'oad. Those 

55. Lansing Republican, Saturday, March 1, 1884. 
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who are and will be most benefited by a direct communication with the coun

try named above, business men of all kinds, capitalists, property owners, 

mechanics and laborers, are interested. Lansing should act in this matter 

without delay. It is a golden opportunity which should be accepted. Let 

each person constitute himself a committee to advance the material welfare 

end success of our capital city. A meeting should be called by our citi

zens and active measures taken for the success of what seems to me a great 

and profitable enterprise to each and everyone who has the best interest 

of Lansing at heart. 

•It is unnecessary to test the good faith of the effort thus far of 

the corporation above named. With the Honorable A.W. Wright as its pre

siding officer, success is assured to us if we will best have it, as we 

should not expect it without life and effort on our part. 

Lansing, February 29, 1884. Citizen." 

The above letter indicates a very obvious impatience with the 

Lansing committee. He may have already ma.de an investment in the project, 

or perhaps had a business that could prosper with the new road. It could 

have very well been the editor of the local paper. 

The latest rumor afloat in the Mt. Pleasant area(BS) around the 

first of March was to the effect the Alma line and the Toledo, Ann Arbor 

& Northern would consolidate and run the one line to the town of Alma. 

Another was that the road from Alma south to Lansing would be built as the 

amount of aid he.d been pledged by Lansing and St. Johns. The second rumor 

may have been instituted to get Mt. Pleasant to come forth more liberally 

with its share. 

56. Isabella Enterprise, Wednesde.y, March 5, 1884. 
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At about the same time it. was rumored(37) tr.at there were two proposed 

routes southward from Alma. One via Itlaca, Pompeii, Bridgeville and St. 

Johns. The other from Alma to Maple Rapids direct, and thence to St. Johns, 

passing Ithaca. on the west some three or four miles. No survey had as yet 

been ma.de south of Alma and all that had been Eaid about the route to be 

chosen was only talk. 

Meetings were held all e.long the route during the first week of March. 

On the third of the month, William N. Brown, representating the railroad 

project, conferred with the St. Johns committee that evening. The company 

would gua.rantee that the cars would be running from Lansing to St. Johns by 

October 20th next, if St. Johns would raise $60,000, G.P. Sanford addressed 

an assembly in Clinton Hall, DeWitt, the following Wednesday evening. Messrs. 

Dodge and O.G. Pennell, a prominent local resident, also spoke in behalf 

of the road at the Grange Hall in Olive Township, south of St. Johns. 

Another meeting was held in the common council rooms at Lansing on the 

7th of March. At that meeting, (38 ) thP.re were not as ma.ny business men as there 

should have been, yet it was shown tha.t some of the Lansing men were alive 

to the importance of this "best of feeders" for Lansing and thet a strong ef

fort would be made to have LanRing do as well as other places on the propos

ed line. Mayor Barnes was chosen chairman of the meeting and George H. Saxton, 

secretary. Geo. p, Sanford reported progress and he told of the successful 

meetings held at St. Johns, DeWitt and Olive. Several short talks were listen

ed to from O.M. Barnes, James M. Turner, John Robson, Frederick. Thoma.n, 

57. Isabella Enterprise, Wednesday, March 12, 1884. 

38. Lansing Republican, Saturday, March 8, 1884, 
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. J .111. Hi;nah!l.l' 1 ~tnd William VanBuren, After which a committee consisting 

of A.O. Bement, George P. Sanford, FrankL. Dodge, p.H. Carmer, and O.F. Barnes 

was appointed to soli.cit aid or subscriptions to the stock of the proposed 

road. 

A railroad meeting was held in Maple Rapids( 39 ) on Thursday afternoon, 

March 6tb, which was attended by a large number of citizens. The b~tnd was out 

in full, force a.nd a good feeling prevailed. The meeting was called to order 

by E.R. Reed. R.S. VanScoy was elected chairman. The Honorable w.s. Turck, of 

Alma, gave a short account of the organi~ation, and whitt th!lY proposed and 

expected would be done. James L. Clark, ll.lso of AlmA, spoke of the advantages 

of such a road. Remarks were also made by R.S. VanScoy and Isaac Hewitt. Sub-

scriptions were then received and before evening about $10,000 hnd been 

pl'!dged. Committees were appointed to interview the local citizens and receive 

subscriptions. The amount at last accounts had reached $15,000. ~eryone 

seemed to take an interest, and there was no doubt but the township of Essex 

and victnity would fulfill the requirements necessary to secure the road 

through that village. 

An Alma correspondent to the Gratiot Joumal (40) said: "A.W. Wright 

reached here 011 Friday night last (March 14 1 1884) on his return from a visit 

with his family at Saratoga, New York, And a businP-ss trip to New York City, 

where he and William N. Brown of Mt. PleasaQt negotiated for the funrls to 

bui1d the J"'nsing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Hailroad. He was accompanied 

here by a number of ladies and gentlemen from Saginaw, who visited him at his 

hotel until Saturday afternoon train. time. The railroad company is now making 

59. Clinton Independent, Thursday, March 15, 1884, Under Maple Rapids. 

40. Isabella Enterprise, Wednesday, March 19, 1884. 
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some alterations in their l:l.ne in the vicinity of Forest Hill and as soon 

as this is done, which will be in the course of two or three days, they will 

start the engineer corps south from this place. There seems to be no doubt 

now, from what is understood, but that the route will go straight from there 

to Maple Rapids.• 

Mr. Wright and Wm. N. Brown of Mt. Pleasant were in Lansing along with 

David C. French and J.H. Corbit of St. Johns almost all day, March 12th. They 

met with the local railroad committee(4l) behind closed doors for the pur-

pose of determining the amounts to be assessed against each locality along 

the proposed road to Mt. Pleasant. It was understood that the matter was sst-

isfactorily arranged, and the visitors departed that evening for home. 

An enthusiastic meeting was held on March 15th at St. Jobns(42 ) at 

which President Wright promised to have cars running by November if Clinton 

County would furnish $60,000 and the right of way. 

Another meeting was held at DeWitt on March 21st at the Clinton Hall 

under the direction of O.G. Pennell and O.H. Perrin of St. Johns. The local 

committee was instructed to start the solicitation campaign on the follow

ing Monday morning (March 24, 1884),(43 ) 

In a newspaper article,(44) dated March 19, 1884, it was reported that 

the piles had been driven for the company's bridge over Pi.ne River at Alma, 

and the intention was to finish the bridge before the ice would break up. 

Also, that the project proved ths.t popular, that the company found little 

41. Lansing Republican, Thursday, March 15, 1884, 

42. Lansing Republican, Tuesday, March 18, 1884. 

43. Lansing Republican, Tuesday, March 25, 1884, 

44. Detroit Post !!!!! Tribune, Wednesday, March 19, 1884. 
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difficulty in securing right of way contracts. 

The Isabella Enterprise( 45 ) printed t.h~ following under a St. Louis 

column; "A good story is told of LN. Shepard of Salt River, who has all 

along been very enthusiastic over Alms's proposed railroad to Mt. Pleasant 

and is a director in the orge.niza.tion. It seems he he.s bargained for a 

two hundred fifty acre farm at the point wherP. he expects the station 

grounds to be loce.ted at Salt River (if they are ever located) and has 

paid one dollar to bind the ba.rgain, while the other fellow has put up 

two and one-half dollars. Thus Mr. Shepard has one dollar's faith in the 

buildir>g of the road- and apparently no more." 

The prospect of a new rai.lroad enteri.ng the city of Lansing from the 

north had the effect of booming rea.l estate sales in tha.t part of the 

city. Several places had changed hands and other sales were expected, It 

was a conr.ensus the.t with another railroad to St. Johns, farms would ad-

vance at least five dollars per acre and all other real estate in pro-

portion. 

Itha.ca, the county seat of Gratiot, became very dee.perate in its de-

sire to secure the proposed road and some of i.ts community enthusiasts felt 

that it must be obtained at all ha2.ards. 

The Clinton Independent( 4B) did a very comprehensive report of a rail-

road meeting at St. Johns: "The court room was filled with interested 

people, Saturday evening, (March 15, 1884), to listen to the report of the 

committee appointed several weeks ago to get terms from the Lansing, Alme., 

Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad for running their road through St. Johns. 

45. Isabella Enterprise, Wednesday, March 26, 1884. 

46. Clinton Independent, Thursday, March 20, 1884, titled, "The Rail
road. 11 
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The Honorable O.L. Spaulding was chosen chairman and Messrs. Otis Fuller 

and James D. Estes, secretaries. 

1Mr. Spaulding made a ringing speech in favor of the road. He said 

the time had come for our people (St. Johns) to act, and that they could 

better afford to give $100,000 then let the road go west of us. We have a 

beautiful town, best farming land under the sun, an abundance of raw mat

erial, and everything else needed except another railroad. He said the 

railroad was going to Lansing but would not come here without the necessary 

aid was subscribed. 

'Inspiring remarks were also made by Messrs. Daboll, Walbridge, Fedewa, 

French, Barker and Walker. 

1No attempt was made to raise money, yet quite a number gave voluntary 

subscriptions. 

1The old committee composed of Messrs. D.S. French, John Hicks, 

s.s. Walker, J.H. Corbit and Charles Fowler, was retained and instructed to 

at once canvass for aid. They are now actively at work and are meeting 

with success. 

'When they call upon you, give them a cordial reception and a fat 

subscription. 

1 'I'he meeting adjourned to next Saturday (March 22, 1884) evening at 

the court house, when the committee expects to make a good showing. 

'The following proposition was adopted by those at the meeting: 

'Whereas, a committee appointed at a meeting of the citizens of St. 

Johns to canvass the suggestion made by and on behalf of this company about 

bringing our road to St. Johns, have submitted to the president a written 

!._ .. 
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communication on tne subject, asking for terms upon which this company's 

road will be built from Lansing to St. Johns, therefore 

'Resolved. First. - That this company will build its road from La.nsing 

to St. Johns upon the following terms and conditions; 

'Second. -The citizens of St. Johns and Clinton County shall raise in 

collectable notes the sum of $60,000, and the title to the right of way 

from the southern line of Clinton County, through the corporate limits of 

the village of St. Johns without cost to the company. 

'Third, - The citizens of Lansing to raise the sum of ~35,000 in col-

lectable notes or stock subscribed and the right of way from the south line 

of Clinton County, into the City of Lansing to be delivered to the company 

on the construction of its road from l£nsing to St. Johns. 

'Fourth. - When the sums above mentioned have been raised, ree.dy for 

delivery, the company will at once begin the work of establishing its line 

by a competent engineer or engineers, and when such line is established 

and the right of way secured as above mentioned, the compa0y to commence 

the work of constructing its road from Lansing to St. Johns and prosecute 

the work as rapidly as practicable. 

'Fifth. -The road to be of a "stllndard giL'I.ge," well built and a good 

road, and the depot in St. Johns to be located within one-half mile of 

Clinton Avenue, Rnd between Cass Street and the Detroit, Grand Haven & 

Milwaukee Railroad. 

'Sixth. - If the weather shall not be unfavorable for the carrying on 

of railroad construction, and there shall be no delays, hindrances or inter-

ruptions, by injunctions or other legal proceedings, then the road will be 
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built by the first dey of November, 1884, or as soon thereafter as practio-

able in consequence of bad weather or litigations as mentioned above, pro-

vided the above sums are raised in collectible notes on or before the 15th 

day of April, 1884, and the right of way on or before the first day of 

!lay, 1884. 

'Seventh. - The notes raised by the citizens of St. Johns and vicinity, 

as above stated, shall be delivered to the First National Bank of St. Johns, 

to be delivered up to this company or to a~ person it may designate when a 

train of cars is run aver its tracks from Lansing to St. Johns. 

· 'Eighth. - The sum of $60,000 above stated to be raised by •st. Johns 

and the citizens of Clinton County and those interested in Clinton County• 

shall not include, nor does it constitute ~ part of the sum to be raised 

and donated to this company by the citizens of llaple Rapids, in said Clinton 

County, in consideration of the const~ucting of its road to Maple Rapids, 

'Ninth. - The executive committee of this board are hereby directed 

and instructed to proceed immediately to carey this resolution into effect 

by the construction of the road between Lansing and St. Johns, upon a com-

pliance with its provisions by the people of said places. 

State of Michigan 
So So 

County of Gratiot 

'I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the resolution 

adopted this 14th day of March, A.D., 1BB4, and that I have carefully 

compared the same with the original resolution. 

!!arcus Poll~tsky 

Secretacy, L., A., Mt. P., & .III.R.R. Company.• 
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A conference of citizens from Maple Rapids with the directors of the 

road had been held, and Maple Rapids was asked to secure the right of way 

and raise $30,000. The aid asked from towns along the line wee: Lansing and 

DeWitt, $50,000; St. Johns, $50,000; Maple Rapids, $30,000; Alma, $40,000; 

Mt. Pleasant, ~15,000. The last tv.o named hs.d already re.ised theirs. Len-

sing ha.d promised to raise her 1 s, and St. Johns expected to raise her 

share. (47 ) 

Several new buildings were under construction, or were already built, 

with credit for such being directed toward the new road. 

On Saturday, March 22, an enthusiastic ra.ilroed meeting(4B) was held 

at the court house in St. Johns, and there was considerable evidence mani-

fested to show that the enthusiasm was increasing. At about seven o'clock 

that eveni"ng about fifty men with spades and shovels marched up Clinton 

Avenue headed by the Kni~ghts Templars band. On each shovel was marked the 

amount every man had pledged to give the proposed road. Mr~;. W.R. Hicks, Jr. 

hs.d prepared a banner with the design of a locomotive named "A.W. Wright," 

and her son, Andy, carried it at. the head of the procession, and gave $25. 

H.H. Hollenbeck came next with $150, followed by sums as low as $5. The 

audience cheered the enterprise manifested by St. Johns' laboring men, and 

called down blessings upon their heads. This gave new spirit to the project 

and at the close of the meeting, the sum of $2,630 was reported as raised, 

mostly in small subscription~>. 

Gen. Spaulding and Hon. P.K. Perrin made stirring speeches. Perrin 

reported that at a small meeting in Olive Township, $1,000 was subscribed, 

47. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXVlii? No. 4:3, March 6, 1884. 

48. Clinton Independent, Thurs., Mar. 27, 1884, "Another Railroad 
Meeting." 



~nd the farmers seemed to be alive to the benefits of the road. 

As of larch 25, 1884, a correspondent reported(4.S) that the sUM'eying 

party had been looking over the route between Alma and Maple Rapids and 

had pronounced it a vary good one, and that the engineers then turned 

their work towards St. Johns. 

Another large railroad meeting was held at St. Johns on Saturday, 

March 29th. (SO) The court boUI!e room was crowded and several could not get 

in. Gen. Spaulding again presided and made an earnest speech, showing the 

necessity of having the road. The Honorable P.K. Perrin reported that $5,000 

had been raised in Olive and DeWitt townships, and that $5,000 more would 

be raised in those two areas. The sum of $32,000 had been raised so fer in 

St. Johns, leaving $28,000 yet to be raised. 

H.M, Perrin, who had already pledged $1,500, made his subscription 

$500 more, and A.J. Baldwin gave $5000, The other amounts were from $100 

down.(Sl) John Hicks had subscribed $4,000. St. Johns had done nobly. 

'Enough was already "in sight" to make St. Johns' subscriptions $55,000. 

Mr. Perrin .atated that in 1871 Greenbush, Bingham, Olive and DeWitt town

ships voted $120,000 for a road from Lansing to St. Johne, (Lansing, 

St. Johns & Mackinaw Railroad). He felt that the county people should 

•open up" and libera~ly subscribe to the new road. 

The committee, who were seeking and getting subscriptions were obtain

ing rebuffs from some of the more e.ble cit:!.zena, but it was reported that 

49. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXVIII, No. 47, Thurs., Me.rch27, 1884. 

50. Detroit Post ~nd Tribune, April l, 1884, "They Want the Road." 

51. Clinton Independent, Thursday, April 5, 1884, "That Railroad." 
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the committee were hard at work and they insisted that they would get the 

necessary amount. Many poor men are giving in small figures. 

A Detroit newspaper,(52) dated April 1, 1884, stated that the company 

had established the grade of the new railroad between Alma and Mt. Pleasant. 

It quoted the Maple Rapids Dispatch as saying that due to the indifference 

of the village of Salt River and their refusal to pay $15,000 bonus to the 

company, the line had been run nearly two miles west from that place and it 

inferentially concluded that the village had gone up its own stream. 

The same paper(55) on April 5th, reported that the Lansing, Alma, 

Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad would break ground at once between Alma 

and Mt. Pleasant. 

It went on to say that a contract for grading six and one-half miles 

of the new road bed north of Alma was let on Monday, March 51st, reaching a 

point on State Road, two miles west of the village of Salt River. It was 

proposed to have the road bed between Alma and Mt. Pleasant ready for the 

iron by June lst, and in operation by the first of July. Surveys had been 

made and the right of way partially obtained south to Maple Rapids. 

In an article by a St. Johns paper, dated April 5, 1884,(54) were 

the following statements: "There is no class of people in an agricultural 

community that receives more benefit from railroads than farmers, and yet 

when approached to give for the new road they seem to regard it as no bene-

fit to them, but a great benefit to villagers. Now the facts are, that 

52. Detroit Post~ Tribune, April 1, 1884. 

55. Detroit ~..!!.!!!!. Tribune, April 5, 1884. 

54. Clinton Independent, Thursday, April 5, 1884, "Farmers and the 
New Railroad." 
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another railroad to St. Johns will enable our grain buyers to pay at least 

three cents more per bushel for wheat than they now do. Who gets the benefit 

of that? The farmer. The same may be said with regard to corn and oats. Our 

merchants get their goods here cheaper by the competition, and who gets the 

benefit. Not the merchant, but the consumer. A good market ia necessary to 

make farming a profitable investment. No matter how productive the land may 

be, without a market, the products of the farm cannot be raised profitably 

as against those farms that are near a good market. While the merchant and 

business men will reap a benefit from the new road, it will only be from the 

increased business he may do, and not from increased profit. These are facts 

that our farmers will do well to consider, and let them ask how much the 

road is worth to them and then give accordingly. !.2! £!_Never." 

The Gratiot Journal( 55 ) is quoted as saying on April 5rd: •we are daily 

asked if we believe the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad 

will be built. We answer yes, without a doubt. The money has already been 

provided for, and if anyone thinks there is the least doubt about the matter, 

they labor under a delusion. The road is a fixed fact and the Journal has 

not questioned the good fa.ith of the projectors from the first. The entire 

line is to be placed under contract end we predict that it will be pushed as 

rapidly as any road was ever built in Michigan. We have the best of reasons 

for thus expressing ourselves.• 

It was announced( 56 ) that the Knights Templars Band would conduct a 

concert on Saturday evening, April 5th, at the court house in St. Johns for 

the benefit of the new railroad. Tickets were available at fifty cents each 

55. Clinton Independent, Thursday, April 3, 1884, "It V'lill Come." 

68, Clinton·Indeoendent, Thursday, April 10, 1884. 
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and the plea went out to support the project, the band, and pack the house. 

However, the band concert did not yield a large financial hervest.(57) Only 

$56.25 was received, and after paying five dollars for expenses, the rest 

was voted to the band. 

The Gr~tiot Journal was quoted by an Alma correspondent to the Isabella 

Enterprise(SS) as saying, "The railroad company will let jobs for building 

the road bed from this place (Alma) to Estee 1s Corners, on the State Road 

west of Salt River, today, Wednesday, April 9th. The people of Forest Hill 

found so much value in the land necessary for the road bed that the company 

concluded it was for the best interest to find land of less value on which 

to build their road, and ha.ve surveyed an air line from this place to Summer

ton, since which the good people of Forest Hill would be glad to give the 

right of way end ha.ve the road; but ales! It is too late. It might be well to 

say just here, to all to whom it may concern, that the president of this 

company, A.W. Wright, ie a practical business men, a man of small words e.nd 

very few of them, but of large actions and many of them. If you would do 

business with this company, let no opportunities skip you, They intend to 

have the road bed ready for the ties and iron by the firlit of June next, and 

from thi11 point. to Mt. Pleasant. 11 

The same paper(59) reported from Itha.ce that the grading contracts 

from Alma northward were let on Wednesday, April 2nd, and the work was to 

be completed in ninety days. Four more miles were to be let on Monday, the 

14th of the month. 

57. Ibid. 

58. Ise.bella Enterprise, Wednesday, April 9, 1884. 
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other alternative was to include Summerton and Estee'e Corners, 
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An informal meeting of the proposed road was held in Lansing in the 

Barnes Block on Michigan Avenue, on Wednesday evening, April 9th.( 60) The 

names of John Appleyard, Fred Thoman, E.H. Davis and John Robson were add

ed to the soliciting committee and preparations were made to take speedy 

action i.n trying to secure the necessary means to build the road. 

William N. Brown, one of the directors of the company, was in St. Johns 

·on Tuesday, April 8th, end reported the raising of aid as progressing.(61) 

A rumor to the effect that the road from Owosso (Toledo and AnnArbor) was 

going to skip St. Louis and strike Alma made more than just a flutter on the 

streets, as it was thought that Mr. Wright only wanted connection south and 

if he could make it at Owosso he would just as soon have it there and hence 

drop the southern portion of the line. But Mr. Brown informed all that even 

if the Owosso road did pass through Alma, the road would be built through 

St. Johns if the necessary bonus was raised. 

Monday, April 14th, had been designated as the target date for raising 

the $60,000 at St. Johns to insure the railroad from Lansing via St. Johns 

to Alma and Mt. Pleasant. The court house was packed with an enth>lsiastic 

crowd of men and women.(62) Robert M. Steel telegraphed $8,000 from Portland, 

Oregon, with his compliments to the people of Clinton County and St. Johns. 

The announcement was received with wild cheers. Before the meeting closed, 

$61,000 was pledged, which insured the road. The following telegram was sent: 

"A. W. Wright, President of the railroad, we have our ~\60, 000 ready according 

60. Lansing Republican, Thnrsday, April 10, 1884. 

61. Clinton Independent, Thursday, April 10, 1884. 

62. Detroit ~ and Tribune, Tuesday, April 15, 1884. 
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to contract. Waiting for the first train with the locomotive named 

A.W. Wright. (Signed) D.S. French, Charles Fowler, John Corbit, Samual C. 

Walker, John Hicks, railroad committee. 

St. Johns was wild with excitement.and celebrated the victory with 

several bonfires. 

The enthusiasm carried over into the following day as citizens from 

St. Johns said that having raised the $60,000, they were now ready to raise 

aid for the air line from Saginaw to Kalamazoo and that they intended to 

make it an object, too.( 65 ) They also accused Maple Rapids and Lansing of 

holding back in securing aid for fear St. Johns would not make her target. 

Lansing said, ~Don't fear for us: we will have our $55,000 ready just 

as soon as St. Johns gets her aid ready; but we are afraid you can't raise 

yours.n(64) 

Now that it had been raised, the St. Johns folks expected George P. 

Sanford and O.M. Barnes to come to the front with the aid they promised from 

Lansing.(65) 

At a meeting held on Monday night (April 14 1 1884), at St. Johns,(66) 

Willie Montford, a ten year old boy, contributed a fifty-cent piece to the 

railroad. The bread thus cast upon the waters at once returned two-fold 

65. Detroit Post and Tribune, Thursday, April 17 1 1884, dated April 15, 
1884, St. Johns. 

64. Ibid. 

65. Ibid. 

66. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXVIII, No. 49, Thursday, April 17, 1884. 
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as s.s. Walker promptly present.ed the boy with a silver dollar for his 

generous dona.tion. 

When the fina.l count. had been made, St. Johns ha.d done itself proud, 

having succeeded in raising $60,850 for the new road. 

The railroad int.erest at DeWitt was too great for much of anything 

else. A railroad dance was scheduled at the Clinton fbuse for Thursday 

evening, April 17th. The charge was one dollar and everyone was urged to 

turn out. It was also announced that the DeWitt band was to play for a 

sugar social at the Grand Army Rooms. It was suggested that citi~ens st.

tend both affairs and still have money left to ride on the cars. ( 67) 

The following critical comment a.ppeared under DeWitt News in one of 

the St. Johns papers: ( 68 ) "DeWitt has done nobly, and had it not been for a 

few selfish, egotistical citizens, etc. (?), it would have got to the front 

with their bonus long ago. About $7,500 was raised in this locality, and 

should the $1,000 claimed by the LanEing committee be transferred to this 

township, then the amount would reach nearly $9,000. DeWitt is not behind in 

the way of energy and enterprise." 

A meeting was announced(69) to be held at Mt. Pleasant on the evening 

of April 18, 1884, for the purpose of raising $3,000 to be devoted to assist 

in the construction of the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad. 

The Clinton Republican reported(70) that A.W. Wright and Wm. N. Brown, 

67. Ibid, Under DeWitt News. 

68. Ibid, Under DeWitt News. 

69. Detroit~ and Tribune, Friday, April 18, 1884. 

70. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXVIII, No. 50, Thursday, April 24, 1884. 
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president and vice-president of the railroad company, were in St. Johns 

on Monday, the 21st. They warmly congratulated the local committee upon 

the prompt and satisfactory manner in which they had performed their part 

of the work, and accepted the notes. It was indicated that the surveyors 

would probably start work at St. Johns the following Monday. 

In response to a call from the railroad committee, the citizens of 

Maple Rapids and vicinity met at Perry's Hall on the evening of April 

l8th.(7l) General O.L. Spaulding, Charles Fowler, John Corbit, and Captain 

David s. F'rench of St. Johns were present, and a rousing speech was deliv-

ered by Mr. Spaulding. Men, women and children responded liberally and 

$4,780 was subscribed, making a total of $15,785 having been raised. A let

ter from Vice-president Brown was read stating that if Maple Rapids got 

the road, she must raise the required bonus at once or the village would 

be side-tracked and left four or five miles to the west. The group decided 

to meet again at the same place on the next Saturday night. 

A notice in a Detroit newspaper(72) reported that four hundred men 

were at work on the line between Alma and Mt. Pleasant as of the middle of 

April. 

St. Louis finally secured the Toledo & Ann Arbor Railroad, and this 

made them genuinely happy. This fact seemed to make the proposed road all 

the more solid.(?B) 

But if anything was lacking at Lansing, it was enthusiasm and money 

as the following article, under the title, "The Last Chance," which appeared 

71. Ibid, Under Maple Rapids News. 

72. Detroit Post and Tribune, Thursday, April 24, 1884. 

7'6. Clinton Independent, Thursday, April 24, 1884. 
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in a Lan$ing paper<74 ) would indicate: "On Tuesday, (April 22, 1884), 

A.W. Wright of Saginaw end William Brown of Isabella County visited Lan-

sing for the purpose of seeing what progress had been made in securing 

means for the construction of the proposed railroad. On learning as to 

the amount raised (t·25,000), and the exact situation of affairs along the 

line from Lansing to St. Johns, they concluded to abandon the enterprise 

at once, but finally after consultation with Messrs. Barnes, Turner and 

others, they decided to wait one week more before a final decision. One 

thing was certain, if no further effort was made on the part of Lansing, 

this important railroad project would certainly be abandoned, and the old 

route from Marshall to Carson City by way of Maple Rapids would be readopted. 

The right of way in the latter route was all secured and a portion of the 

road bed graded, Mr. Wright seemed very much surprised to find so little had 

been done at the Lansing end of the line. A citizens' meeting was scheduled 

to be held in Buck's Opera House on Friday, the 25th, when a final decision 

would be reached." 

The attendance at the railroad meeting held at the Opera House was not 

large, but cone.iderable enthusiasm was manifeeted.(?S) C.B. Stebbins was ap

pointed chairman of the meeting and addresses were made by Messrs Robson, 

Bement, Sanford and others. It was decided to continue the work of the com

mittee in soliciting subscriptions. Mr. Stebbins' name was added to the com

mittee, and the meeting adjourned with the plan to meet at the Common Council 

Room on Tuesday night. 

74. Lansing Republican, Thursday, April 24, 1884. 

75. Lansing Republican, Se.turday, April 26, 1684. 
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TRANSPORTATIOI'-l LANSING, MICH. 

The Lansing paper(76) did its part in announcing the April 29th meeting. 

It reported that decisive action would be taken and that it would be the 

last chance for Lansing to secure a most important business outlet. 

At the meeting held in the Common Council Room,(77) in the interest of 

the proposed railroad, an able and eloquent address was made by State Insur-

ance Commissioner, Eugene Pringle, of Jackson. Remarks were also made by 

Arthur Bement, Edward Cahill, Col. Sanford and David French of St. Johns. 

About $1,700 was raised during the evening and several gentlemen increased 

their former subscriptions. The meeting adjourned to assemble again the next 

. evening at North Lansing. 

The soliciting committee met at North Lansing,( 7S) but after waiting 

in vain until half past nine o'clock for an audience to show up, the commit-

tee adjourned reluctantly, having made no headway in the project. 

On Saturday, April 26th, a railroad carnival atmosphere prevailed e.t 

Maple Rapids. (79 ) At three o'clock in the afternoon, a procession marched 

through the streets, headed by the Billy Begole Post, G.A.R., followed by 

the steam engine of John \\'hittacre, drawing four carriages, all of which 

were nicely decorated with flags a.nd mottoes. The first ca.r denomina.ted the 

' "smoking car," contained about twenty gentlemen enjoying the festive weed 

(cigars). The second carried forty ladies; the third, the band; and the 

fourth, a "carload" of children. These were followed by boys with wheel-

barrows a.nd a cheering crowd. At eight o'clock in the evening, the opera 

house was crowded to its utmost capacity. Gen O.L. Spaulding, s.B. Daboll, 

76. Lansing Republican, Tuesday, April 29, 1884, 

77, Lansing Republican, Thursday, May 1, 1884. 

78. Ibid. 

79. Clinton Republican, Thurs., May 1, 1884, Under Maple Rapids News. 
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H. Walbridge and J.H. Corbit were present and did valuable work. The com

mittee reported $22,945 ra.ised, which wes incree.sed. during the evening to 

$26,000. The Honora.ble R.S. Vanscoy then pledged himself to raise the remain

ing $4,000 of the bonus and the right of way across his farm. Thus, it <lsteb

lished the fact that Maple Rapids was to have the railroad. The committee was 

commended for the greet amount of work done, and the bend was given a. vote of 

thank!'! for the excellent music that had been furnished. 

The Ovid Union ( 80 ) is quoted as saying that St .. Johns was right on the 

beam; she had been successful in raising her share of the bonus for the new 

railroad, which after reaching Mt. Plea.sa.nt, would continue in e. northwest

ern direction for some point on the lake shore (Lake Michigan). 

There was serious concern in Mt. Please.nt. when it. was learned that the 

survey for the new road ha.d been changed, and instead of going through by 

Estee's Corners, it would go to Salt River, and there was some question as 

to whether it would extend farther north then Salt River at that time.(Bl) 

Mr. Jim Ashley of the Toledo & Ann Arbor Railroad had written the Salt 

River people not to depend upon his road going there,(82) not at that time, 

and if they could secure the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant. road to do so. 

An article in the Mt. Pleasant paper(as) stated that. the proposed rail

roads to that place, which had already been built on paper several times, 

was now "declared off." The Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern would stop at 

St. Louis, while the Lane.ing and Alma road would stop at Sa.lt River. "The 

80. Clinton Independent, Thursday, May 1, 1884, 

81. Isabelle Enterprise, Wednesday, May 7, 1884, 

82. Ibid. 

85. Isabella Enterprise, Wednesday, May 21, 1884. 
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fact of the business is, you can •t tell much about it. The persons here 

(Mt. Pleasant), who subscribed to the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern road 

have been asked to turn over the amounts subscribed to the Lansing and 

Alma line. It would be very satisfactol'Y if a meeting was called where 

the matter could be discussed and action taken as to a direct move which 

should be made to secure the last mentioned line." 

A Lansing paper<84 ) printed the following, under the title, "That 

Railroad:" "A line running north from Lansing passes through the center 

of a territory some twenty-five miles wide of unsurpassed fertility and 

very valuable timber, which would be a tributary to a railroad on said 

line. It is proposed to build a road from Lansing to Mt .. Pleasant, seventy 

miles, and ultimately to Lake Michigan at Frankfort, whence by water di

rect across Lake Michigan to the inexhaustible iron mines of Menominee 

County. Laneing, three times the largest place on the route, would be the 

natural metropolis for all this central part of the state and would afford 

inducements for the trade of that region which no other city could offer. 

That it would largely increase the population end business of Lansing, no 

man of good sense will doubt.•But,• says one who can see but one side of 

a question, 'it will build up DeWitt and St. Johns and take away trade we 

now get.• Very likely; but where it takes away one dollar, it will send us 

ten. The little produce of the north now brought to us at great expense, 

would come to us at slight cost., and the hardwood lumber, now wholly unat

tainable, would easily be obtained, and our manufactories, end of course 

our population, would largely be increased. Increase of population means en 

increased value of real estate, and an increase of business of every kind." 

84. Len!ling Republican, Saturday, May B, 1884. 
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'By securing $55,000 in st.ock or donetione in Lansing, this road will 

be built to Mt. Pleasant - 70 miles - before next year. The directors are 

ready to put the surveyors into the field the minute the money is pledged; 

otherwise, the work will not be commenced and not a mile will be built this 

side of Alma. 1But,' says one, who wants somebody else to poke his chest

nuts out of the ashes, lthe road will be built anyway.' Well, we don't know 

whl\t miracle will hl\ppen, but this we know: all the evidence indicates that 

it will not.be built; and, if not built now, it will not be in the next 

fifty years. It is alreadY being built from Alma northward, and at Alms it 

will go easterly to Owosso, and thence south to Ann Arbor and Toledo; thus 

leaving Lansing barricaded on both sides, and shut out from the custom of 

all the country north of us as effectually as if we had a Chinese wall along 

the north line of Ingham County. 

'Men of Lansing - men who have any spirit of enterprise in your souls! 

Shall we let pass this opportunity, when we have but to reach out our hand 

to grasp the business while this rich section of the country, yet but par-

tially developed, will give us? Will you stand in your own light because 

the light will shine upon now and then a drone who refuses to contribute 

his share to the industrial hive? 

'The time in which this money was to be raised to secure the road was 

limited to the first of May. At that time the committee had secpred #22,010, 

leaving the amount $15,000 short. Mr. ~right, the president, has been written 

to, asking for more time, which it is hoped he will grant. If half of the 

citizens of Lansing will bestir themselves, the other half may settle back 

in their traces, and ask the farmer to draw the load, and the wheels will 

move. If men worth their thousands will covet the odium of the world by fold

ing their bands while we of moderate means build up the city, let us 

'-: 

I 
. 
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•accept the situation,• and when they die give them a monument worthy of 

their fame. And if we fa.il to raise the balance of this sum, let us appeal 

to the women of Lansing, and they will secure it, as other women built the 

Bunkerhill monument twenty-five years after the men had got it up one hun

dred feet and abandoned it in dispair. If we do not raise this money, Lan

sing will be a laughing stock to the enterprising cities a.round us, as they 

reap the ha.rvest we have not enterprise enough to win. (Signed) 

A Disgusted Committee Man" 

Another railroad meeting was celled for the evening of May H.th to de

cide the fate of the project. It was reported( 85 ) that the committee still 

hung to its work with commendable zea.l and ha.d now rea.ched t·28,600. The 

attendance at the meeting was so slim that the meeting was not formally 

called to order but resolved itself into a general conference between the 

committee a.nd Mr. Brown, who was present. 

Real estate talk and the inflationa.ry trend of such again took a 

prominent place in the papers of the area. 

The Lans.ing Telegram(SS) is quoted as saying: "A certain man in this 

town owns a farm of thirty-two acres in the northern part of the city, 

which he has had platted into city lots with the expectation of the new 

railroad enhancing its value, yet he could not be persuaded to subscribe 

a single dollar to secure the road." 

One St. Johns paper reported( 87 ) that at Maple Rapids at least one

half doz.en well-to-do business men from the surrounding townships were 

85. Lansing Republican, Tuesday, May 13, 1884. 

86. Clinton Independent, Thursday, May 29, 1884. 

87. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 5, Thursday, May 29, 1884. 
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preparing to move into the village a.nd engage in business just as soon es 

the railroad became a certainty. 

Another article loudly acclaimed that the St. Johne railroad boom had 

reached as far as New Baltimore in Macomb County. (88 ) W .A. Withe of that 

place was looking for a blackEmi th shop that he could rent. 

The Lansing Reoublican( 89 ) spoke of a St Johnsite who was certain that 

the road wouldn't be of any benefit to him when the soliciting committee 

called on him, held at $2,000 a piece of real estate, which he ha.d offered 

for $800 before the railroad talk commenced. 

A DeWitt item(90) reported that it was astonishing what fabulous 

prices some of their property owners wanted for lots, just on the strength 

of a railroad in the near future. 

The surveying party, with chief engineer Thomas, was extremely busy 

southward from Maple Rapids and St. Johns during the last week of May and 

the first week of June. They were reported at DeWitt(91) on Ma.y 26th at work 

at the crossing of the Lookinglass River north of the grist mill. (The mill 

site can easily be seen as yet just east of the old abandoned interurban 

crossing.) 

On May 28, the Isabella Enterprise quoted the Alma Record as saying(92) 

"Work on the line of the new railroad between Mt. Pleasant and Salt River 

is being actively pushed and it is probable that the grade will be finished 

88. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 2, Thursday, May 22, 1884. 

89. Lansing Republican, Saturday, May 17, 1884. 

90. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 1, Thursday, May 15, 1884. 

91. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 3, Thursday, May 29, 1884. 

92. Isabella Enterprise, Wednesday, May 28, 1884. 
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to that place (Salt River) within sixty days. Lansing had phdged, the full 

amount asked of her and now business begins in earnest.• 

Tha.t Lansing hRd achieved her quota or bonus is of considerable ques-

tion, for there cannot be found any confirmation in any of the local and 

daily newspapers: the 

She was needing close 

In early June of 

Constantine Gruber of 

Detroit press and particularly the Lansing papers. 

. (95) 
to $7,000 at the last published report. 

1864, prominent business prospectives became known. 

Fowler made it known,< 94 ) that he intended to erect 

a large grain elevator at Maple Rapids just as soon as the iron was laid on 

the Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant road. It was announced at DeWitt(gs) that 

good responsible parties would put an elevator there with a capacity of ten 

to fifteen thousand bushels just as soon as the new railroad was completed 

between Lansing and St. Johns. 

On June 19th, it was reported(gs) that Vice-president, William Brown, 

was in St. Johns. He said he thought that nothing more than the grading 

would be done before fall, and he emphatically denied that Mr. Wright had 

·any idea of abandoning the enterprise. He stated that the reason for the 

delay was that ties could be obtained much cheaper in the winter; and, that 

the financial crash in New York City made it difficult to raise cash on 

securities. 

93. Lansi~ liepublican, Thursday, May 15, 1864, 

94. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 4, Thursday, June 5 0 1864, 

95. Clinton Republican, Vol, XXIX, No. 5, Thursday, ,June 12, 1884, 

96. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 6, Thursday, June 19, 1684. 
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The Detroit Post and Tribun~ is quoted as saying: (97 ) "Everything 

is dull at present,• said an old railroad builder yesterday, "and I think 

we will have to wait until after the President is elected and then every

thing will pick up again. I have been looking for a contract on the Len-

sing, Alma, .Mt. Pleasant line and the Toledo, .Ann Arbor and Northern, and 

they told me that work would stop on the line at St. Louis, and it was very 

doubtful if the other would go at all.• 

It was announced b,y both of the papers at St. Johns, the Clinton 

Republican(SB) and the Clinton Independent(99 ) that Mrs. A.W. Wright, wife 

of the president of the railroad compacy had recently died at Saratoga, 

New York. It was explained that her sickness of late had prevented him 

from looking more closely to the affairs of the new line. 

The Clinton Independent of Thursday, July 24, 1884, quoted the Detroit 

Post and Tribune:(lOO) "The report in circulation that the projected Lan-

sing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant road has been abandoned owing to the doubtful na-

ture of the subscription list in aid of the road is untrue. Information of 

unquestionable reliability is received by the ~~Tribune that the road 

will be pushed forward in due time and that there is not a railway project 

in the country that has better financial backing. Manager Wright, who has 

the project in hand, is wealthy enough to build the road himself; still, 

there is a sum of $100,000 subscribed in aid of the road, running at ten 

percent, an•l has first class security behind it, and nee.rly $90,000 cash 

97. Detroit f2!! and Tribune, Wednesday, June 16, 1864. 

98. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 9, Thursday, July 10, 1684, 

99. Clinton Independent, Thuradey, July 10, 1884, 

100. Clinton Independent, Thursday, July 24, 1884, 
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1884) 

(June 

North Star 

Bannister 

Sometime in the early 1870's, a project of a railroad called the Toledo, 

Ann Arbor & Northwestern was stimulated and talked about considerably. The 

road was to include Owosso, and then to traverse in a northwesterly direction 

through Gratiot County, with Big Rapids as one of its principal pointe. The 

plan did not materialize in its entirety, but a portion was built and operat-

ed from Toledo north as far as South Lyon, in southwestern Oakland County. 

The extension lay dormant until 1885 when it was revived and taken up by the 

Ashleys of Toledo: Ex-gov. Ashley of Ohio arid his sons. 



61. 

enough to build the road from Lansing to St. Johns, is in the hands of 

the projectors. The present inactivity along the line is·due to the tern-

porary withdrawal of Vir. Wright, who was called home by serious illness 

in his family." 

On July c.lst, a Clinton paper(lOl) revealed that A.W. Wright would 

make his home at Alma and would help to build up its material interests 

and look after the new railroad. 

Railroad news along the Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant road was notice-

ably missing during July and August; however, it we.s reported that the 

Maple Rapids Dispatch(102 ) said that s.s. Walker of st. Johns had spent a 

week at Mt. Pleasant, Alma and St. Louis, and that he came home feeling 

confident that the new railroad would be built from Lansing to Mt. Pleas-

ant before winter would set in. 

The Hon. Frank Dodge of Lansing said that he had been informed that 

work would be commenced on the Lansing & St. Johns railroad the next 

week. (l0:3) 

On August 7, 1884, the Clinton Independent reported that regul~r 

trains were running over the Toledo and Ann Arbor road from Owosso to 

St. Louls. 

In early September, the same paper(104 ) indicated that they had been 

asked time after time whether they thought the railroad would be built to 

101. Clinton Independent, Thursday, July 51, 1884. 

102. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 14, Thursday, August 14, 1884, 

105, Clinton Republican, Vol, XXIX, No, 15, 1884 1 Thursday, August 7. 

104. Clinton Independeny,Thursday, September 25, 1884, 
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Lansing or not, and when. Their response was that from the latest infor

mation in their possession was that the road would be graded and ties de

livered along the line that winter. 

E.R. Reed of the Maple Rapids Dispatch and A.W. Lockwood attended a 

board of directors meeting of the Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant road on 

Monday evening, September 15, l8d4, at Alma. Dey Vanfleet of St. Johns was 

also there. Mr. Wright ha.d just returned from the East, where he had been 

arra.nging his private matters and he was not fully enough posted on the 

condition of things along the line to say definitely what would be done at 

that time. The board adjourned for one week. During that time Mr. Wright 

and Vice-president Brown would visit Lan11ing and St. Johns, and then re

port at the next meeting when a decision would be reached whether they 

would proceed with the work that fall or not. Reed indicated that he could 

see no reason to be discouraged about the road being built, although he 

felt the.t active work might be postponed that fan.(l05) 

Both Reed and Lockwood e.ttencled the next board meeting,(l06) Septem

ber !'.2nd. For some reason the members from Mt. Pleasant and Salt River 

were not present, and the balance of the board would not take any decided 

action until a full board could be present. Mr. Wright, however, informed 

the directors and stockholders present that he wes ready to proceed juet 

as soon as they were. Negotl.ations were pending for the floating of thl' 

bonds of the road, and it was Reed's opinion t.hat the first railroad pro

ject to be revived would be the Lansing and Alma road. Secretary Pollasky 

had been in Chicago the previous week to receive bids on various materials 

105, Clint.on Independent, Thursday, September B, 1884. 

106. Clinton Independent, Thursday, September 25, 1384. 
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for the roed, and he reported to the boerd very fAvorable terms. Mr. 

Wright proposed to back the bonds of the road with his own personal pro-

perty. Reed indicated that Wright had plenty a.nd that he, Reed, still 

had faith in the project. 

Marcus Pollasky, Secretary of the Lansing, Alma railroad, informed 

a correspondent of the Clinton Republican(l07) about the middle of Octo

ber that the assessments on the stockholders had nearly all been paid; 

that the prospects were tha.t the balance would be paid soon and that 

President Wright had expressed his det~ormination to then go ahead .and 

build the road. 

Polb.sky wa.s quoted in the Clinton Independent(lOB) as saying that 

the railroad would be built before the notes would outlaw, July 1, 1885, 

The magnitude of the Wright enterprises and of the Steel mills was 

revealed in the following excerpts: the A.W. Wright Lumber Company of 

Saginaw will get out 15,000,000 feet of logs that winter (lBB4-18B5)(l09) 

and R.M. Steel will cut out 3,000,000 feet of logs in his Hamilton, 

Gratiot County pinery that winter. (110) 

The statement that was reported December 11, 1884, in a Clinton pa

per that all the ties necessary for the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant and 

Northern Railroad had been purchased e.nd were to be delivered in the 

107. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 24, Thursday, Oct. 2~, 1884. 

lOB. Clinton Independent, Thursday, October 30, 1884. 

109. Clinton Independent,, Thursday, November 20, 1884, 

110. Clinton Independent,, Thursday, January 1, 1885. 

" 
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spring(lll) brought about sharp denials from her sister competitor in 

St. Johns and Mt. Pleasant. 

The Clinton Republican's rebuttal(ll2) was as follows: "The state-

ment that came out last v.eek that all the ties for the railroad had been 

purchased was without foundation. No ties had yet been purchased for the 

proposed line between Lansing and St. Johnr.. A.W. Wright and wm. N. Brown 

were in St. Jobil11 the previoUI!S week and asked for an extension of the 

notes beyond July 1, lBBS, the time set for the completion of the road. 

The committee decided that to be impracticable. A manufacturer of rails 

has offered to furnish rails for twenty percent of their value in cash 

and take bonds of the road for the balance. It is the opinion of those 

best posted that some arrangement would yet be perfected to seve the road." 

(ll5) A 1/.aple Rapids correspondent reported that he had met with 

w.s. Turck, of Alma, one of the directors of the Lensing, Alma, Mt. Pleas-

ant & Northern line, and that Turck would not commit himself as to whe-

ther the road would be built or not; however, negotiation~ were still 

pending for purchasing materials. 

The Mt. Pleasant paper(ll4 ) quoted the following from the St. Johns 

Republican "Anything new about the railroad?" is the question ssked of 

us every day. No move r.as yet been made toward commencing work on this 

section of the Lansing, AlDIS & Mt. Pleasant railroad, and we wouldn't bet 

a nickel to a dime that the road will be built. The annual meeting of the 

lll. Clinton Independent, Thursday, December ll, 1884. 

112. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 52, Thurs., Dec. 18, 1864, 

ll5. Clinton Republican, Vol, XXIX, No. 55, Thurs., Jan. 8, 1685. 

114. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, January 30, 1865, 
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stockholders will be at All]la, F'ebruary 5th, and it is probabl9 that the 

fiat of life or deAth to the enterprise will then go forth. 

(115) It was reported on January 22, 1885, that Messrs. 'l.M. Ste,l, 

,John Hicks and David S. French of St. Johns wer~ lookine; after their in

terests (lumber) in Gratiot and Isabell>! counties during the P"St wePk, 

and that they would hold a consultation with the officers of the pro-

poeed line as to the prospects for its completion. 

The same paper on January r9th, incticated a very pessimistic view by 

the following statement: (llB) "We learn from a reliRble source that the 

chances are vrery slim for the building of thre railroad from Lansing to 

Mt. Pleasant, and that the Mmpany is negotiating with the Toledo and Ann 

Arbor road to run to Alma, thus giving them a southern outlAt at Owosso." 

At the meeting of the stockholders of the road, held at Alma on 

February 5th, it >~as decided to go on with the work on the line at once. 

The speeches of the heavy stockholder I' reminded one of a religl ous revival 

when all are certain they will "git thar. 11 On th!'l affirmation of President 

Wright that at least a part of the road >Jould be ironed during the coming 

spring, all present departed "in faith believing.n(117) 

The following was quoted from the Gratiot County Herald: (118) "Those 

timorous soulA who have of late been prophesying that St. LouiB is yet 

likely to be lAft at the tail end of a stub road, while Alma gets the mAin 

line, will doubtless heave a sigh of relief when they learn that James.M. 

115. Clinton Independent, Thursday, January 22, 1885. 

116. Clinton Independent, Thursday, January 29, 1885. 

117. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, February 15, 1885. 

118. Clinton Independent, Thursday, February 12, 1885. 
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Ashley had purchased the salt block and connections. He ie not likely to 

make investments of thousands of dollars in St. Louis and then deliber-

ately run the road around us and leave his own property and manufactur-

interests high and dry. fBrdlyl" 

E.R. Reed, of Maple Rapids, attended the annual stockholders' meet

ing at Alma on February 5th, 1885,{llS) He reported the following from 

that meeting: "A.W, Wright informed the company that he had completed his 

arrangements for the money to build the road and that the link from Alma 

to Mt. Pleasant would be built immediately. He gave the reporter a writ-

ten guarantee that if the notes at St. Johns were extended four months, 

he would complete the road from Lansing to that place by November 1, 1885, 

and that those of Maple Rapids were extended to another season {?), the 

company would build from St. Johns to Alma in 1886. 

1We are fully convinced that if people of these two places will take 

into consideration the paralyzed condition of the country for the past 

nine months, and how impossible it has been to push any enterprise requir-

ing large amounts of money, they will not etend in their own light and re-

fuse a concession which does not cost them anything. It is an utter im

possibility now to complete the road to St. Johns or to this place {Maple 

Rapids) in the life time of the notes. We are confident the co~-~~-

business and will push the road if these reasonable requests are granted, 

B.Y this concession, we stand a probable chance of getting the coveted 

road. B,y refusing it, we lose all chances for a railroad." 

At a railroad meeting held at Maple Rapids on February 10th{l20) it 

---------------------
119. Ibid,, quoted from the Map:;_~ Rapids DiSt!l!_tch. 

120. Clinton Reeublican, Vol. XXIX, No. 41, Thurs., February 19, 1885. 
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was resolved to extend the notes and make them payable to any company that 

would give them the first road to Lansing. Isaac Hewitt, R.M. Swigart, ~nd 

E.R. Reed were appointed as a committee to confer with the railroad commit-

tee at St. Johns as to the most advisable steps to be taken in regard to 

the matter of extending their notes. The general consensus was that if Mr. 

Wright wanted the notes extended, why not have a meeting called and set

tle the question. Maple Rapids' people wanted a proposition and they want-

ed it from the best authority. 

On February 19, 1885, two items appeared in the Q~inton Independent 

that referred to the diversity of the Wright enterprises:<121) the 

A.W. Wright Lumber Company of Saginaw had added seven hundred feet to its 

dock property, and A.W, Wright was about to build a large pork packing 

establishment at Alma. 

All matters relative to the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern 

Railroad were at a dead standstill for several weeks; however, on April 

28, 1985, S.W. Hopkins in a letter(122 ) to the editor of the Isabella 

Enterprise indicated the following concern: "Suppose further that death, 

sooner or later does take all men, should cut down Mr. Wright, (his death 

is recorded as May 5, 1912) and that before we get a southern road. What 

would be our chance to get one? We would be left. Mt. Pleasant would have 

only her stub. Towns around her, with two roads, could offer better trad-

ing and shipping inducements, and would draw the custom, grow in popula

tion and wealth, while we would stand still; while if we got the road, we 

shall be the better point. Trade will come here. This town will grow and 

we will double our population in the next five years, (Reasons Why You 

121. Clinton Independent, Thureday, February 19, 1885. 

122. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, May 8, 1885. 
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Should Vote Aid to the Railroad).• 

(125) .A telegram to the Detroit Evening News stated that the engineers 

of the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michigan Railroad were running a line 

through Alma, with the intention of making that the main line and leaving 

the line to St. Louis as a stub. The question arose whether or not Mr. 

Wright successfully played the Lansing & St. Johns railroad scheme as a 

bobtailed flush with which to bluff Mr. Ashley. 

F. Denny Larke, of Rogers City, Presque Isle County, was in DeWitt 
. (124) 

on Saturday, May 16th on important business in connection with a cer-

tain bill then before the legislature. While in DeWitt, he spok e in high 

praise of the locality as a grain section and he could not understand why 

the town was without railroad facilities. The DeWitt correspondent indi-

cated that the town felt the same way, Perhaps the directors of the Len-

sing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern road knew along with Col, Ashley and 

Company. 

Maple Rapids was determined it was to have a railroad. A m eeting(125 l 

of the business men was held in the evening of May 29, 1885, and steps were 

taken preparatory to organizing a stock company which would give them an 

outlet to Lansing. 

The Clinton Independent reported(126) on June 11, that I.N, Shepard 

and A.W. Wright had purchased $15,000 worth of machinery for their new 

roller process mill at Salt River. Also, that Mt. Pleasant and Union Town-

125. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXX, No. 2, Thurs., May 21, 1885. 

124. Ibid, Under DeWitt News. 

125. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXX, No. 4, Thurs., June 4, 1885. 

126. Clinton Independent, Thursday, June 11, 1885. 
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~hips, Isabella County, had voted $15,000 apiece "for public improvements• 

- that is in aid of the Toledo, .A.nn Arbor & Northern Michigan Railroad. 

(127) The talk at Mt, Pleasant around the middle of September was to 

the effect that after all the blow and bluster, they were not going to 

have the railroad from Alma to Mt. Pleasant that year, The bonds called 

for the arrival of trains at tha.t place (Mt. Please.nt) on January 1st, end 

as work had not been commenced on the north si.de of Salt River, the chen-

ces we:re very slim fo:r the road to :reach lilt. Please.nt at that time. It was 

talked a.:round that the parties there who had been interested and active 

had invested means at Salt River and were willing that the road should ter-

mine.te there for that time to give that place a boom. The St. Louis Demo

crat remarked, in e.peaking about it that there "is a large-sized 'contra-

band' in the fence.• 

(128) A co:rrespondent from Alma to the Grstio_i Journal said: "The 

Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleassnt Railroad Company resumed the work of laying 

iron on the road on September 22nd. The straps, for which they had been 

long waiting, had arrived. The design then was to push the work, They had 

an engine on the road, and the company had iron enough to lay to Salt 

River. It wee understood that contracts had been made for enough to com-

plete the road to Mt. Pleasant. 

(129) It was reported out of Isabella County that the Lansing Repub-

lican had used the same writing as published on September 18th about the 

probability of the railroad not going there that fall, and pla<;ed the 

same under the heading of "Calamities." The railroad talk of the latter 

127. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, September 18, 1885. 

128. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, September 25, 1885. 

129. Ibid. 
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part of September was that there was to be a railroad and that the right of 

way was all secured. •It takes a mighty big heap of talk to build a railroad 

anyway." 

A Salt River reporter 

ing the week of October 5, 

indicated that they expected the railroad dur

(150) 1885. It was reported that I.N. Shepard was 

hauling lumber from Dushville, preparatory to shipping it over the new 

railroad. 

As of the 6th of October, it was reported that the iron rail was laid 

to within two miles of Salt River. (l5l) 

Late in the month of October, it was rumored(l1S2) that the Flint & 

Marquette Railroad Company had obtained control of the Sa.ginaw Valley and 

St. Louis, and still another report stated that the Lan~ing, Alma & Mt. 

Pleasant Railroad would be operated by the Saginaw Valley & St. Louis 

Railroad. 

An election was held on Friday, October 50, 1885, to determine the 

extension of time for the railroad bonds to July 1, 1886,(15~) There were 

506 votes cast in favor of it and 181 against extension, thus the Mt. 

Pleasant citizens felt that they might expect the railroad by that time. 

It was anticipated that the grading between Mt. Plee.sant and Sa.lt River 

would be finished that winter, if the weather would permit. 

Inasmuch as the Alma and Mt. Pleasant railroad was nicknamed the 

"LAMP Road," it cannot be assumed that it cast any light on an already 

150. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, October 2, 1885, 

151. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, October 9, 1885. 

152. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, October 25, 1885. 

155. Ibid, 
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gloomy picture. 

Messrs. Ashley and Turck were in Mt. Pleasant on November 18th(lM) 

looking after the interests of the railroads. It was expected that the 

grading would commence immediately. 

The Clinton Republican reported(ln5) that Salt River was making an ef

fort to raise a bonus of $50,000 to induce the Toledo & Ann Arbor road to 

locate their shops in that village. It was also known that the village was 

seeking incorporation. 

On November 26, 1885, the same weekly(156) gave notice that Major 

Anderson, the well-known railroad solicitor, was operating between Elsie 

and Greenville on a proposed road to run between those points, taking in 

the flouring town of Maple Rapids and Also Carson City. It was reported 

that it would be operated in the interest of the Toledo, Ann Arbor & North-

ern Michigan Hailroad. 

Rumors were about everywhere as people discussed the railroad situa-

tion and it was evident by the following article: "on December 4th," it 

(157) was reported, "the Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant Railroad had been 

leased to the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michigan Rs.ilroad for ninety-

nine years." 

Also, a St. Louis correspondent to the Saginaw Evening News said:(158 ) 

"It seems to be pretty well established that the Toledo line has obtained 

154. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, November 20, 1885. 

155. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXX, No. 28, Thursday, Nov. 19, 1885. 

156. Clinton Republican, VoL XXX, No. 29, Thursday, Nov. 26, 1885. 

157. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, December 4, taa5. 

158. Ibid 
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control of the Lansing and Mt, Pleasant road. Just where the connection 

with the latter road will be made is not determined, in fact the officers 

of the road are very reticient, quite non-commital. A rumor that has 

gained considerable credence is, that there will be a compromise between 

the Detroit, Lansing & Northern and the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern 

Michigan Railroad by which the former will withdraw from Ithaca, and the 

latter from St. Louis. At present, both tracks strike both towns. The con-

necting link has to be made and the determination of the officials is 

anxiously looked for." 

The Detroit Evenin~ News was quoted by a St. Johns' weekly(159 ) 

early in December that A.W.. Wright, the real owner of the Lansing, Alma, 

and Mt. Pleasant railway, having failed in his negotiations to lease the 

road, intended to operate it himself in the course of a week or ten days 

and planned to extend the road south toward Lansing at once. 

An Alms correspondent to the Detroit Evening News was quoted(140) 

as thinking there was no longer any doubt that the Toledo, Ann Arbor & 

Northern had gobbled up the Lansing, Alms & Mt. Pleasant road. 

The following appeared in the Isabella Enterprise, dated December 

11th, 1885. (l4l) 

"Mr. Editor, - Please give space in your valuable paper to the fol-

lowing remonstrance, which was passed at a recent meeting of the litera-

ture club of Shepard City, .No.1., Longfellow, Sandy and Nomis being 

present: 

139. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXX, No. 31, Thurs., Dec. 10, 1885. 

140 • .!.lli• 

141. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, December 11, 1885. 
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"lie, the underdgnro, member!! of the litera.ry club of Shepard City, 

No.1., solemnly protest to the neme of Shepard City, which name is given to 

a little hamlet, which certain Wright, Wrong & Company have built at the 

outskirts of the old and far-famed watering place, and the home of super

named politicians, the village of Salt River, in the land of Coe. Nothing 

but jealousy caused them to do so. Imd it not been for the celebrity which 

our city has attained, they would never have dreamed of giving that name to 

their place; and had it not been for the industry of the inhabitants of 

Shepard City, No. 1., they would never had the chance of building thet in

significant little place, over which they make such e fuss. Vet' a drew a 

parallel between the two end see. 

'No. 1. They boast of ll railroad! So do we. Our rllilroed hes done more 

business in its day than yours ever did. Of course, the cars on our road 

were drawn by horses; end yours, you claim by steam, as propelling power; 

but that remains to be seen. All the difference between the two roads is the 

same, which you would appropriated had there been a possible clause. Our 

road is celled the "Tramroad," and yours the •Vamp Road." 

(Vater) 

No. 6. Did we not furnish all the ties for your railroad? Ohl what in

gratitude!" 

The Mt. Pleasant paper dated December 11, 1885, had several articles 

pertinent to the railway. 

One, (142 ) under the title, Gratiot County News,• stated that the .Van

sing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant Railroad were extending their line southward from 

142. Isabelle Enterprise, Friday, December 11, 1886. 
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Alma to the river, where they bad started their bridge toward Lansing. 

In an article written by George M. Frary of St. Louis, Michigan, under 

the title of "Unbounded Resources of Isabella County,•(145) dated December 

11, 1885, he said, "The principal and most needed commodity for the inhabi

tants of Isabella County is a railroad leading from here (Mt. Pleasant) 

southeast to the commercial centers. It matters not what company builds the 

road, only so we get the same as quickly as possible." 

Under the heading, "Salt River Jottings,•(144) it was reported that 

Mr. I.N. Shepard took a hearty laugh when the article or the two Shepard 

Cities in last week's issue appeared. I.N. can appreciate a joke as well as 

anybody. (signed) Longfellow. 

Also, it was reported(145) that until the Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleas-

ant railroad reached Salt River, that village could boast of but a hundred 

full-grown souls; but, then it bad a population of four hundred, and bad 

changed its name to Shepherd. 

On December 17, 1885, the Ithaca Journal(146) is quoted as saying, 

"An item is now floating through our state exchanges to the effect that 

A.W. Wright will operatg the Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant railroad him

self, having failed to lease the line to the Ashley interest. The Journal 

bas the best authority for contradicting this statement, and also to add 

the arrangements for the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michigan to oper-

ate the "Lamp Road" are fully fixed." 

143. Ibid. 

144. ~· 

145. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, December 11, 1885. 

146. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, December 18, 1885, Under Gratiot News. 
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Michigan area, when it was 
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railroad enthusiasts and others of the Central 

(147) announced in the Mt. Pleasant weekly that 

A.W. Wright, president of the A.W. Wright Lumber Company and of the Lan-

sing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant road was married to Miss Anna Case of Exeter, 

Ontario, on December 21st. 

It was made known the following week(148) that work on the reilroad 

bed between Mt. Pleasant and Salt River (Shepherd) was progressing, A gang 

of twenty men were at work near Salt River for a man 11•ho has a contract 

for one mile. Stumping and grading were in progress. 

On January 22, 1886, it was reported(149) that George L, Little, 

surveyor, was running a line between Mt. Pleasant and Salt River for the 

Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant Railroad. 

Incidentally, the following item appeared under •Gratiot County News" 

on the same date: (l50) "The Michigan Normal School and Business College 

now located at Fenton, Michigan, will probably be removed to Alma. 

A.W. Wright gives $20,000 towards the project if the Almaites will assign 

him about ~10,000 worth of the stock they hold in the Lan~.ing, Alma, M. Pleas

ant & Northern Railroad. The citizens are willing to do this, and Alma thus 

secures the educational institution.• 

Both of the St. Johns' weeklies published an announcement on February 

4th, 1886, stating that those who gave their notes to build the Lansing, 

147. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, December 25, 1885. 

148. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, January 1, 1886. 

149. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, January 22, 1886. 

150. Ibid. 
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Alma line could pick them up at Fowler and Ball's hardware store in St. 

Johns after the first of March.( 151) 

At the annual meeting of the stockholders of the Lansing, Alma, Mt. 

Pleasant & Northern Railroad Company(152) held at Wright's Opera House, 

in the village of Alma, on February 11, 1886, the old board of directors 

were re-elected, and the following were again named officers for the en-

suing year: Ammi W. Wright, president and general manager, Alma; William N, 

Brown, vice-president, Mt. Pleasant; William S. Turck, treasurer, Alma; 

and Marcus Pollasky, secretary, attorney and auditor, Alma. It was voted to 

push the work on the northern extension aa fast as the weather would per-

mit. 

The following from Marcus Polll!lsk,y, of Alma and the secretary of the 

road, is in response to a letter suggesting that the written contract, so 

far as St. Johns was concerned, had been complied with:(155) 

"This i6 the firat time we ever heard it asserted that the terms of 

the written contract or agreement were ever complied with. On the con-

trary, we always supposed that the city of Lansing never did only a small 

part towards complying with the terms of the agreement, and as Lansing 

never did, and claimed they could not comply, we understood that the St. 

Johns' committee, because of Lansing's failure, did not deem it advis-

able to prosecute their work to completion by getting the right of way 

and depot grounds. The Lansing' and St. Johns' committee met, divided 

151. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXX, No. 30, Thurs., Feb. 4, 1886. 

152. Isabella _Enterprise, Friday, February 12, 1886. 

155. Clinton Republican, Vol, XXX, No. 55, Thurs., Feb. 25, 1886, 
under the title, •Lansing Responsible for its Failure.• 
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their territory and made their arrangements to carry on their work, and 

when the St. Johns' committee had done most efficiently and effectively 

a good portion of their work, they discovered that the Lansing committee 

had done but little towards complying with the written agreement, and 

the St. Johns' gentlemen, with the same energy and public spirit which 

they carried into their own work, turned their attention towards assist-

ing Lansing, as did also some members of the company to see if the terms 

of the agreement could not be complied with, and not until it became 

certain that Lansing would not comply, was any thought of giving up the 

work entertained. 

•That the matter may be distinctly understood, ~.nd all parties 

placed right before your readers, will you do us the favor to insert the 

written agreement, copy of which is herewith enclosed. (The proposition 

and resolutions appeared heretofore under the comprehensive report made 

by the Clinton Indep~ndent, dated March 20, l-384, titled, "The Railroad.") 

It will be seen at a glance that its terms never were complied with. Had 

Lansing entered into the enterprise with the same spirit as did the peo-

ple of St. Johns, the road would have been built, and trains running be-

tween Lansing and Mt. Pleasant today, as everyone who is at all conver-

sant with the facts knows. 

Very Truly, 

Marcus Pollasky, 

Sec 1y. L. A. Mt. P. & N. R, R. Co.• 

(It might be proper to add that Hon. George P. Sanford and Hon. Frank 

Dodge were paid $641 by the railroad company for their services, while the 

St. Johns' committee worked for nothing and boarded themselves. 

Ed. -Otis Fuller). 
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(According to Secretary Pollaaky, the original copy of the heretofore men

tioned proposition and resolutions of said company with St. Johns was re-

ceived and filed at 7 p.m., March 1~, 1864, 

Railroad news along the proposed line of the Lansing, Alma road was 

at a low ebb during March and most of April of 1866, Lansing and Clinton 

had nothing in their columna that had anything to do with the road. 

(154) 
On April 25, the Gratiot Journal was quoted in the Mt. Pleas-

ant paper that a large force of men were at work grading the bed for the 

railroad and had reached the Wallace Preston farm. Also, that A.W. Wright 

was having a line running from the Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant Railroad 

to connect with the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michigan at St. Louis. 

The old bed of the Chicago, Saginaw and Canada Railroad between St. Louis 

and Alma was to be used for the extension of the Toledo, Ann Arbor & 

Northern Michigan, northward from St. Louis via Alma. It was understood 

that satisfactory arrangements had finally been perfected between Ammi 

Wright and the Ashley interest for the use of what is known as the "Lamp 

Road," which was ironed from Alma to Shepherd. The fact that the abandoned 

bed of the C. s. & C. road between St. Louie and Alma had been secured was 

evidence that such a scheme had actually been entered into. 

(155) Another article on the same date revealed that when the Chicago, 

Saginaw & Canada Railroad went into the hands of the Detroit, Lansing & 

Northern, it was united with the Saginaw Valley at Alma, and one of the 

tracks between Alma and St. Louis was taken up. The Toledo, Ann Arbor & 

Northern Michigan had purchased the abandoned bed, and would thus tap and 

154. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, April 25, 1886. 

155. Ibid. 
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swallow up the L.A.M.P. R.R., which was completed between Alma and Shep-

herd, graded to Mt. Pleasant and surveyed to Evart. 

(156) 
On April 30, 1886, the St. Louis Leeder was quoted as saying 

"J.C. Carland, the popular train master (superintendent) of the Northern 

division of the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern N'ichigan Railroad informs ue. 

that the arra.ngements are now completed and that the Lan~.ing, Alma, & Mt. 

Plee.sant Railroad is now in full possession of the former road, and that 

he is in full charge of the latter, as superintendent of conetruction, in 

addition to the duties of his former position. Instead of ony possible 

loss to St. Louis, as ha.s all along been predicted by certain over-c!m-

tious croakers, our village gains by the arrangement, as the headquarters 

of the Lansing, Alma, & Mt. Pleasant road has been moved to St. Louis and 

Mr. Carland will push the extension of the road from Alma to this village 

(St. Louis) as well as from Salt River to Mt. Pleasant as fast as men and 

money can do it, and by July let will ha.ve traine running from here to 

Mt. Pleasant in connection with the trains on the Toledo, Ann Arbor & 

Northern Michigan, with St. Louis as headquarters of both roads," 

(157) 
On May 14, it was reported that the railroad was graded to with-

in the Mt. Pleasant village limits. The steel for the rails was expected 

(158) Also, under "Railroads to be Built This Year," it was stated 

that the Wright road, known as the "Lamp line" (from its initials) would 

open twenty miles that season; being already partially constructed. 

156. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, April 50, 1886. 

157. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, May 14, 1886. 

158. Ibid. 
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(159) The Alma Record was quoted as saying that the job of fencing the 

Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant Railroad between Alma and Mt. Pleasant had 

been let to G.E. Kress. 

The Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Railroad had planned to build a pas-

senger and freight depot at Shepherd twenty-two feet by twenty-four feet. 

This was deemed too small, so Messrs. Wright and Shepard offered to pay 

the difference and it was reported(160) that a commodious brick structure 

would be erected. 

On June 18th, it was announced(161) that one mile of track was laid in 

one day between St. Louis and Alma. 

Another item(162 ) stated that the laborers were within three miles of 

Mt. Pleasant laying the iron for the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michl-

gan Railroad. 

(16c) The same issue of the county paper reported that track laying on 

the railroad between Mt. Pleasant and Salt River had commenced on Saturday, 

June 12th, and that the road would be completed in a short time, 

An excursion was being planned as soon as the railroad was completed, 

which was scheduled for about July lst, so that Almaites might be the first 

to ride into Mt. Pleasant.(lS4) 

159. Ibid. 

160, Ibid, 

161. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, June 18, 1886, 

162, Ibid. 

165. Ibid. 

164. Ibid. 
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the steel for connecting the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern line with 

the Lansing, Alma line wa.s brought as far as St. Louis over the former 

road. The ties were collected at Alma, but there was so much bad blood 

between the Toledo, Ann Arbor road and the Detroit, Lansing & Northern, 

that the latter would neither allow the iron to be shipped to Alma, nor 
(165) 

the ties to St. Louis. The ties were therefore transferred by team. 

A litigation suit was brought about at Ithaca, since a few days pre-

vious, an injunction was served on the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michi-

gan Railroad by the Detroit, Lansing & Northern to prevent them from cross-

ing the old bridge across the Pine River between St. Louis and Alma. The 

(166) injunction was dissolved in. favor of Mr. Ashley's road. 

On June 25, 1886, the Isabella Enterprise reported the folllowing from 

the Fifth Annual Report, for the year, 1885, of the Toledo, Ann Arbor & 

Northern Michigan Railroad, J.M. Ashley, President: 

•The road from Alma to Mt. Pleasant was originally organized by Ammi 

w. Wright of Alma, for the purpose of building from Lansing via St. Johns 

direct to Alma and Mt. Pleasant and northward from this place (Mt. Pleasant) 

as he might decide. 

•During 1885, some eleven miles were built between Alma and Mt. Pleas-

ant, and put in running order by Mr. Wright's company. This road, projected 

and built by Mr. Wright, more than half the distance from Alma to Mt. ?leas-

ant, on the direct route of the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michigan com-

panY's proposed extension to Cadillac, made it necessary for the latter com-

pany to secure it if they would avoid building a parallel road from near 

165. Ibid. 

166. Ibid. 
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Alma to Mt. Pleasant, and perhaps beyond. 

•The situation demanded a halt and it was called. Observation and experi-

ence had taught farmers and business-men alike, that parallel railroads are 

not desirable, even in the country through which they pass. Capitalists had 

learned that to invest in such roads means loss in any event, and often ruin, 

and no prudent man would invest in the securities of any new parallel road. 

•To build such s road in Isabella County would be disasterous. This fact 

was fully recognized by the officials of both companies. 

'Finally, after full and free conference, a satisfactory arrangement was 

made by which the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michigan Company obtained the 

entire control of that road and as now completed from Alma to Mt. Pleasant 

makes it part of their main line.• 

The building of the Ann Arbor Railroad by the Ashley a, who had little 

money of their own, is one of the sagas of railroad history in Michigan. EV

ery kind of scheme, legal and Illegal, was used to push forward the tracks.(167 l 

As the Ashleys prospered and the road was extended to the north, the light 

of the "Lamp line" flickered and went out altogether. Thus, Maple Rapids and 

DeWitt of Clinton County, and especially Maple Rapids, which had gone all out 

for a railroad, had nothing to show for their tremenduous efforts and spirit. 

On May 7, 1686, as recorded in Lansing, the Corporation Division of the 

Department of Treasury, Bureau of Collections, the Toledo, Ann Arbor & North-

ern Michigan Railroad absorbed the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern. 

167. All Aboard!, Dunbar, Willis F., Eerdmane Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, 1969, p. 164. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

oft~ 

LANSING, ALMA, Mt. ?LEASANT & NORTHERN RAILROAD* 

* Credits for the biographies of the individual members of the Board of 

Directors for the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad belong 

to: 

Portrait and Biographical Alb~, Isabella County, Michigan, Chapman 

Brothers, Chicago, Illinois, 1884, 

Gratiot County, Michigan, Willard D. Tucker, Press of Seemann & Peters, 

Saginaw, Michigan, 1915. 

Biogra.phical Memoirs of Gratiot County, Michigan, J.H. Beers & Company, 

Chicago, Illinois, 1906, 
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AMMI WILLARD WRIGIIT 

A.W. Wright served as s member to the board of directors and was presi

dent and general manager of the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Rail-

road. 

Mr. Wright, one of the pioneer residents and business men of Alma, Gra

tiot County, Michigan, was the citizen to whom Alma was indebted for the 

greater number of its attractions, material and otherwise. Beyond what he had 

accomplished by personal effort and expenditure toward the expansion and beau

tifying town, a.nd toward the enhancement of its growth as an educational cen

ter in that part of the State, he had done much by his influence, which is 

considerable, for his business operations have made him known in more than 

one section of the United States. Though he had always been a man of unusual 

activity, at the age of eighty-three he was still physically and mentally a

lert, a fact undoubtedly due to his simple tastes and personal habits. Having 

risen to his position from the humblest beginnings, he was a self-made man, 

yet he possessed none of the boastful consciousness that often characterizes 

those of that class. All his enterprises, whether those be considered which 

are calcul~ted to advance his own interests, or those which have brought 

blessing and benefit to others, were on the most liberal scale. Yet he re

mained the plain, unassuming man he had always been, nothing in his bearine; 

indicated pride of wealth or achievement. 

He was a native of Grafton, Windham County, Vermont, born July 5, 1822. 

Ammi Wright obtained his education in the common schools of his native state, 

and engaged in farming some years before migrating to the West. In 1851 he 

made his way to Saginaw, where he engaged in the lumber business, which was 

just entering its era of prosperity in Michigan. He entered into partnership 

with Miller &, Paine, under the firm neme of Miller, Paine & Wright, after 
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which he formed an e.ssaciation with J. H. Pearson, of Chicago, under the firm 

name of A.W. Wright & Ca. On January 1, Hl85, the firm became the A.W. Wright 

Lumber Company, capitalized at $1,500,000. Meanwhile, Mr. Wright had entered 

into many other business connections, among which may be mentioned his inter-

est.s in the firms of Wright and Davis, who owned and operated a lumber mill 

on the Ma.ckine.w division of the Michigan Central Railroad; Wright and Ketchum, 

who owned a railroad utilized for the purpose of getting aut logs for them-

selves and others; Wells, Stone & Ca., dealers in lumbermen's supplies; and 

the Saginaw Manufacturing Company, whose various avenues of business were al-

most unlimited in extent., and which was an incorporated company with a paid-

up capital of $150,000, Mr. Wright being its chief officer. Ire was also pre-

sident of the First National Bank of Se.ginaw. He was one of the leading men 

of the Saginaw valley, bath in the matter of wealth and influence. 

The quiet atmosphere of the sma.ll town strongly attracted him as his 

business trips took him to Alma, and in 1886 he built a handsome re~idence 

near the center of Alma, which he occupied until his death. Having acquired 

a fixed interest in the town, he immediately gave evidence of it in his ef-

forts to improve and beautify his adapted home. The Wright Block, one of the 

finest buildings of its kind to be erected, was followed by the "Wright 

Hause,". In 1887 he erected the beautiful Alma Springs Sanitarium, lw.ving 

accommodations for three hundred people, and waB interested in building the 

Alma Roller Mills and the plant of the Electric Light and Power Ca. Through 

his influence (he being the president of the company) one of the largest beet 

sugar factories in Michigan was established et Alma in 1899, as well as cold 

storage plant of the Central Michigan Produce Company, He converted a ten-acre 

tract of land adjoining the sanitarium into a delightful park. Mr. Wright was 

a member of the lumber firm of George D. Berton & Ca., at Alma, and was pre-

sident of the First State Bank in that city. 

;-: 
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Mr. Wright's public spirit carried him beyond material interests and 

improvements and into the e ucational and religious life of the community 

and though he did not pose as a philanthropist, he may properly be ranked 

e.mong benefactors of that nature. It was through his generosity that the 

Presbyterian Synod of Michigan was able to establish Alma College, he him

self donating the site and main building besides contributing liberally to 

its endowment. He gave faithful service as a trustee and showed continued 

interest in the welfare of the inatitution, the erection of a number of the 

handsome buildings that surrounded the campus being largely the result of 

his benevolence. His charities and benefactions were also liberally extend-

ed to other worthy causes and institutions, religious and otherwise. 

A.W, Wright had a remarkedly outstanding career, crowned with equally 

remarkedable success. Though he became a multi-millionaire, he was in hum-

ble circumst<1.nces when he ventured West, and his first work at lumbering 

yielded him only a scant living. His rise, however, was steady as well ~.s 

rapid, and brought blessing and benefit to many beside himself. 

On !.larch 6, 1848, Mr. Wright was married, in Rockingham, Vermont, to 

Miss Harriet Barton, a native of that state. Mrs. Wright passed away on 

June 50, 1884; and on December 21, 1885, he married Miss Anna Case, of Exe-

ter, Canada. Five children were born to that first union. 

Mr. Wright was a member of the Episcopal Church, and in politics he 

was a Republican. 

He died at his residence in Alma, Sunday, May 5, 1912, at the age of 

90 years and 10 months. The remains were taken to Grafton, Vermont. 
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WILLIAM N. BROWN 

\nlliam N. Brown, attorney, banker, and lumberman, and a resident of 

Mt. Pleasant, was born in the city of New York, June 24, 1849, His parents, 

James and Sarah (Wales) Brown, belonged to the race known and comprehend

ed distinctively as Scotch-Irish. The father was connected with the lumber

ing interests in the metropolis of the Fmpire State, a.nd about the year, 

1852, removed his family and interests to Zilwaukee, Saginaw County, Michi

gan. Two years later they went to a fa.rm in Richl11nd Township. 

The son attended the high school in the city of Saginaw, where he was 

a pupil one year, during which he mastered every branch of study taught in 

the school and passes a most creditable examination before he had attained 

the age of twelve years. 

He enlisted, October 16, 1861, in Saginaw City in Company B., Michigan 

Volunteer Infantry under Captain Charles H. Richmond. He was under fire 

through most of the prominent engagements in which his regiment was involved, 

On his return to Saginaw, hA entered the employ of the Hon. D.H. Jerome 

as bookkeeper, which he filled with such marked ability and integrity as to 

secure the entire respect and confidence of the distinguished gentleman in 

whose interests he acted. He refused a liberal offer for further services in 

a position of advancement in order to attend the University of Michigan. He 

was graduated with honors and soon after entered the office of the Attorney 

General of Michigan, the lion. Dwight May, at KAl.<!mazoo. 

On the termination of his connection with the office of the Attorney nen

eral, Mr. Brown returned to Saginaw a.nd began his career as an attorney. In 

1872, he established his legal practice at Mt. Pleasant, and in 1875 he 
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associated himself with John C. Leaton, under the style of Brown & Leeton, 

one of the most prominent legal relations in the central part of Michigan, 

and well-known for ita connection with i~portant local litigation. 

In 1676, the only daughter of General Dwight May became the wife of 

Mr. William Brown, and they celebrated their marriage by an extended con-

tinental tour. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Brown was that of a gentleman of cultured 

taste and unaffected intelligence. Art and literature contributed to its 

adornment and value, and the momentoes of the foreign travel of Mr. Brown 

and his accomplished wife were everywhere visible. 

The relations of Mr. William Brown to Isabella County are such ss to 

render him prominent in his genera.tion. His benefactions to the community 

of which he we.s a member are numberless, and in the majority of them he is 

simply wise and provident. 

~------------ll 

I 

On January 1, 1883, the bank of Brown, Harris & Company was organbed, 

and the institution has since operated in the financial avenues common to 

similar establishments with satisfactory results. 

The law library of William Brown was the most extensive in North-Central 

Michigan. 

Mr. Brown served as a member of the board of directors and as vice-

president of the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad Company. 
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MARCUS POLLASKY 

Marcus Pollasky, the son of Michael Pollasky and the former Miss 

Celia Wix, natives of Hungary, was born September 6, 1861, at Detroit, 

Michigan, In 186~ he was brought by his parents to Alma, end there attend-

ed the district schools until he was ten years of age, when he was sent to 

Detroit to attend the English and German Echools of that city for three 

years. He returned to Alma and worked as his father's assistant for a 

time, and in 1876 entered the high school at Ann Arbor, where he remained 

for two years. He attended the University for one year, and then settled 

in Detroit to accept a position as traveling salesman for J.H. Burnham & 

Company, with whom he continued two and one-half years. He then returned 

to the University, entering the law department, from which after a two 

year's course he was graduated in 1885 with the degree of Bachelor of Laws. 

At the end of his first year he was admitted to the Bar of Michigan, at 

Ithaca; during his vacation he was accorded the same privilege by the Su-

preme Court of the State, and was a.fterward admitted to practice in the 

United States Court at Detroit. Politically, Mr. Pollasky was a Republican 

and held the office of village attorney at Alma for which he was elected 

in April, 1885. 

On January 16, 1~84, Marcus Pollaeky was married at Adrian, Michigan, 

to Miss Nellie A. '~aldby, the only daughter of Ebenezer I. and Fmmeline 

(Backus) Waldby, her father being one of the pioneer bankers of Michigan. 

Mr. Pollasky was very popular in Alma, and was highly esteemed for many of 

those characteristics which his honored father possessed. 

Marcus Pollasky served as secretary, attorney and auditor for the 

Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad. 

TRANSPORTATION liBRARY'. 
MICHIGAN DEPT. STATE HIGHWAYS& 
TRANSPORTATION LANSING, MJCH. 
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WILLIAM S. TURCK 

The Honorable William S. Turck, the vice-president of the First State 

Bank of Alma, Michigan, formerly conducted by the firm of W.S. Turck & Co,, 

was one of the foremost citizens not only of that place, but of the State. 

He was a pioneer of Gratiot County, ha.d a record for splendid service and 

bravery in the Civil War, and had won general recognition for his ability 

in the field of industry and finance, He had also the honor of being a Ma

son of the longest continuous standing in the county, joining the order in 

1861. 

WilliamS. Turck was born in Port Hope, Canada, August 7, 1859, the 

son of Zachariah and Rebecca (Decker) Turck. His father, a tanner and cur

rier, was a native of the State of New York, as was his mother, who was born 

in Schoharie County. The boy's education was only elementary, but at the age 

of sixteen he was apprenticed ae a tanner to his brother, Henry, who operat

ed an establishment in Clark Township, Durham County, Canada. After four years 

of that employment he removed to Shelby, Orleans County, New York, where he 

remained until 1860, when he obtained employment as foreman of the gristmill 

at Indian Mills, Isabella County, Michigan, Yfhich was owned by the United 

States government. In the fall of 1861, he rented a saw and gristmill stand7 

ing upon the present site of Alma, the incipient settlement then consisting 

of three log houses in the midst of a dense forest. He thus continued until 

the fall of 1862, when his patriotic spirit forced him from the channels of 

industry into the military field. 

Mr. Turck was mustered into the Union service as second lieutenant of 

Company D, Twenty-sixth Regiment, Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Captain La

fayette Church, and was fortunate in being thus attached to one of the most 

famous bodies of skirmishers in the Federal armies. 
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He participated in twenty-eight engagements, and at the battle of Spottsyl

vania was wounded in the head, which necessitated a ehort retirement. Upon 

the occasion of Lee's surrender at Appomattox Court Houee, Captain Turck was 

in charge of the brigade skirmishers. 

~.s. Turck returned to Alma and engaged in lumbering. From 1866 to 1872 

he held the position of county treasurer, but his army experience had so im

paired his health, that he found it necessary to buy a farm and engage in 

outdoor occupations. He passed the succeeding eight years in its improvement, 

then returning to Alma, where in association with A.W. Wright and .others, he 

founded the banking house of w.s. Turck & Co. He was one of the stockholders 

and held the positions of cashier and manager. In 1885 the ba.nk was reorgan

ized, and upon the formation of the establishment of Steel, Turck & Co., at 

Ithaca, he became a stockholder therein. In 1901 the bank at Alma was merged 

into the institution known as the First State Bank of Alma. In 1881 Wm, Turck 

built a flouring mill at Alma, the business being conducted under the name of 

the Alma Milling CompaQY. He sold his interest in the enterprise in 1885, 

William s. Turck was always a Republican, his career as a fitate leader 

and a member of the House of Representatives commencing with his nomination 

to that position in the fall of 1876, He wall re-elected in 1878 and wee ap

pointed chairman of the Railroad Committee and a member of the board of mana

gers of the State school at Coldwater. 

On September 15, 1864, Mr. Turek married Miss Louisa R. Ely, a native 

of New York State, and the daughter of Gen. Halph and Mary E. Ely. General 

Ely was acknowledged to be the founder of Alma. They had four children of 

which two died at an early age. 

William S. Turck was a member of the board of directors and the treasur

er of the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad, 
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JAMES GARGETT 

The name of James Gargett was prominent in Gratiot County during the 

1860's and 70's. He was one of Alma's most active business men. He was born 

in Canada, July 15, 1825, son of Robert and Elizabeth (Perkins) Gargett. 

The family moved to Summit County, Ohio, in 1844. In 1871 the parents were 

both murdered in cold blood, "and their tragic fate and the condign pun-

ishment of the assassin are matters of record in the arclrlves of Summit 

County. The murderer, John Hunter, was apprehended, tried end convicted, 

end was executed in October, 1871, at Akron, Ohio.• 

Mr. Gargett secured a common school education and for a while engaged 

in teaching. He was married May 24, 1849, in Lyons, Wayne County, New York, 

to Louisa Gee, daughter of Joseph and Elenor (Seaton) Gee. 8he was born in 

Lyons, May 24, 1831. Two children came to the union of Mr. and Mrs. Gargett, 

Minnie L., and George. The latter died in infancy, a victim of accident~.l 

scalding. The former became the wife of William B. lfumbert. 

On January 1, 1959, James Gargett arrived at Alma, and on the same 

day he purchased Mr. Ralph Ely's stock of goods. The next morning, before 

breakfast, Mr. Gargett opened his store and commenced business, which he 

continued until 1869, when the store burned. He had the first boot and 

shoe store in Alma, and Mrs. Gargett opened the first millinery store. 

In the year 1867 James Gargett built a flouring mill on the bAnks of the 

river. The dam was built at the same time. In the year 1869 Mr. Gargett e

rected a woolen mill. These two mills had a flou~ishing business until 1880, 

when both were burned. Mr. Gargett met with many losses by fire. During the 

year he constructed an elegant dwelling at a cost of $18,000, and this was 

destroyed by fire, June 6, 1876. The grist mill was rebuilt, but this was 

burned in 1884. 

~4~~.·---r~ 
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A select school for young ladies was conducted in Alma, a.long about 

1860, taught by Misses Jennie and Fran~es Barnard of Ionia County. It was 

held in " house which stood where le.ter stood the fine Ga.rgett residence, 

afterwards destroyed by fire. 

Alma was the last of the three big towns of the county to become in-

corporated as a vi1lage. A petition of resident electors was presented on 

the first day of the board of supervisors' session, .January, 1B72, showing 

that the territory which it was proposed to incorporate hed a population 

of 425 people. Mr. James Gargett's name hea.ded the list of petitioners. 

In 1875, Mr. Gargett served as president of the village of Alma. He 

was again elected to the same office in 1877. On April 9, 18811, Mr. Gargett 

was appointed assessor, which position he filled for two years. 

Rela.tive to the destructive fires mentioned heretofore, the loss to 

the residence was estimated at $12,000, which was covered by insurance. The 

Alma flouring mill and the woolen mill which burned November 2~, 1880, had 

no insurance and the loss was about $16,000. The mills were owned by '•lrs. 

Louisa Gargett a.nd operated by James Gargett, William B. Humbert and Isaac 

Gee. (Appears to have been a family operated enterprise). The woolen mill 

and knitting factory which burned on May ?9, l8B4, was about helf covered 

by insurance, with a loss reported at $22,000. 

In an early day the Adventist Church at Alma was a strong organization. 

It was founded in the early 1860s, and had among others for its ch~trter mem-

bers, such prominent citizens as the James Gargett family. 

Mr. Gargett !Served on the board of directors for the Lansing, Alma, 

Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad. 
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GEORGE D. BARTON 

George D. Barton, lumberman, was a resident of Alma, Michigan. He wae 

born in Rockingham, Vermont, January 10, 1836. His parente, Jeremiah and 

Sarah (Wetherby) Barton, were also natives of the Green Mountain State, 

where they married, lived and died. 

Young Mr. Barton, after obtaining an elementary education at the com-

mon schools, pursued a course of study at the academy at Saxton's River in 

his native state and subsequently attended the Green Mountain Liberal In~tti-

tute at Woodstock, Vermont. After the completion of his education, he engaged 

as a farm assistant with his father until he was 26 years old. In 1862 he 

went to Chester, Vermont, where he was interested in agriculture for eight 

years. At the expiration of that period, he engaged in trade there, which he 

pursued eight years. In 1879 he disposed of all his interests in his native 

state and, in March, of that year, he went to Michigan and settled in Alma. 

He engaged in mercantile affairs with Ammi W. Wright under the firm name 

of George D. Barton & Company. After operating in this relation three years, 

he sold his interests to Mr. Wright. His next business venture was in lumber

ing with Ammi Wright and John 0. Lumsdon, the concern operating as George D. 

Barton & Company., which constituted his longstanding business connection • 

. The daily products of their mill averaged 55,000 feet of hardwood or 50,000 

feet of pine lumber. 

Mr. Barton was first married in Chester, Vermont, November 4, 1861, to 

Lucy A., daughter of Henry and Lucy (Lee) Morrie. The fnther was a native of 

Vermont, the mother of Massachusetts. The daughter was born October rl, 1841 

at CheBter. Mr. Barton was again married January 12, 1B81, to Elmira c.,daugh

ter of Charles and Sylvia. (Peck) Esty. One child, Fanny, was born to Mr. and 

Mrs. Barton, August 2, 1882. Mr. Barton was on the board for the railroad. 

i. 
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I. N. S!~PARD 

Isaac N. Shepard, farmer and lumberman of Salt River (Shepherd) was the 

son of Robert and Ann (Leach) Sheperd, natives of England, who emigrated 

from that place to this country about 1854, settling first in New England, 

and in Coe To~nship in January 1856, where they remained until their deaths. 

Their children numbered eight, five of whom grew to be adults. 

The fifth son, the subject of this sketch, was born in Vermont, on 

December 51, 1840; when 1~ years old, he came with his parents to Hillsdale 

County, Michigan, and a year and a half afterwards, that is in January, 1856, 

they moved to Isabella County, where he established his home permanently. He 

remained at home till 22 years of age, contributing to the support of his 

parents. About 1861 he bought 80 acres of land in Coe Township. Since then 

had bought and sold many tracts of land, and at the present time he owns about 

2,000 acres of land, having about 250 acres under cultivation. In the summer 

of 1875 he built the residence wrrlch he never left again; it was one of the 

finest in the county. He also owned and operated a lumber, lath end shingle 

mill in Chippewa Township, which had a daily capacity of 30,000 feet of lum

ber, 40,000 shingles and 20,000 lath. 

Mr. Shepard was married in Jackson County, Michigan, January 5, 1864, to 

Catherine, daughter of John and Rachel (Sloat) Neely, who were natives of New 

York State. Mrs. Shepard, who is also the sister of Mrs. James Campbell, was 

born in Jackson County, July 8, 1858, and became the mother of five children. 

Mr. I.N. Shepard was very much interested in the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleas

ant & Northern Railroad, being a director in the company and a member of the 

executive committee. 

• 
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JOHN A. HARRIS 

John A. Harris, cashier in the banking house of Brown, lmrris & Comp-

any at Mt. Pleasant, was born September 25, 1842, in London, England. He 

was the son of William and Sarah (Heath) Harris, and his father came to 

America in 1852 with his family, consisting of his wife and five children. 

He settled in Montcalm County, where he bought 40 acres of lend, end there 

resided until the spring of 1854, when he died. His family made that their 

home until 1866, when they purchased a farm somewhat to the north, in the 

same township. William E., the eldest child, and Hen~ G., fourth in or-

der of birth, were both millers at Mt. Pleasant. Sareh A., third child be-

came Mrs. ll'arner Churchill. Charlotte M., the wife of Loren~o Kent, was 

the youngest of the family. Their husbands were both millers at the same 

place. 

John A., was the second child of his parents and remained with them 

until 1872, when he came to Mt. Pleasant, and in company with his elder bro

ther, built the Mt. Pleasant flouring mill. They did merchant and custom 

work, and their mill had a manufacturing capacity of 100 barrels of flour 

daily. The banking house of Brown, Harris & Company was organized and com-
:, l'·· . ', . ._ ' .·- . , .. -: >:- : ;._ . 

menced op~rattons on January 12, 1885. In March of the same year, Mr. Harris 

withdrew from active supervision of his milling interests to assume the po-

sition of cashier. 

Mr. lmrris owned his residence in Mt. Pleasant and held a half-interest 

in ZO acres of land attached to the mill. His marriage to Catherine Holunden 

occurred May 51, 1872, at Greenville, Montcalm County. 

John A. Harris was a member of the board of directors of the LAnRing, 

Alma & Mt. Pleasant Railroad. 




