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Dedication

‘This historical treatise is dedicated to thosé pioneer individuals
of Inghsm, Clinton, Gratiot and Isabella counties of the 1800's, who had
a burning hunger for ‘a railroad ‘which wduld'generaIIY‘ﬁravérselin B
north-south direction through the ecentral parts of those counties named.
It isAespecially dedicated to the early villagers of St. Johns and Maple
Rapids, in Clinton County, who went all-out for the'Lansing—Mt. Pleasant
Railroad; whose spirit and enthusiasm to obtain the necessary financial’
aid as well as the right of way for constructing the railroad was an ex-

ample and a challenge to the otherrcommunities along the proposed route.

It is also dedicated to those businessmen, farmers and residents
of those counties heretofore named, thatHWefé'exbldrihg'poééibilities'of
transportation, which would aid and foster better business and economie

conditions in the areas tengible to the proposed line,

It is dedicated £ofthosé<indiﬁiduals} past and present, who had &
love and admiration for the American railroad; to those who frequented’
theAﬁeppﬁsignd walting stations to watch the &?Yivﬂ;,?f the trains; to
those who eﬁjoyeéathe écfid smell of coal gmoke,.thg_showgr.of cinders,
aﬁd the ffigﬂtening hiss Qflegéapipg gteam;'as:é paft of the romance of

railroading.

This document is especially dedicated to the memory of Lewis Ceasar,
who died on August 12, 1972, an uncle to the aufhor. He was born in Gratiot
County:in 1890, and lived much of his life in Alma, Michigan. He gave the
author much first-hand information concerning the persons, while living in

Gratiot County, mentioned in this document.
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. PREFACE

The histofy'of raiifoadiog in Ceotralhﬁichigan is both.uniqoe and oroi—
nary. It is ordinery in that the early roads moved northmard from Detroit,
Ann Arbor, Saginaw and Bey City on the east side of the stete, as well as
from Kalamazoo, Grand Repids, and Muekegon on the western side. Both routes
were eeeklng the most accessible of the luober sources, the pineries of

greet dimensions and of coneiderable wealth.

The railroads began to branch out, both east and west, between the deys
of the Civil War and the 1880's. Consequently, the first roads to reach in-
" to the eoonties of Glinton, Ingham, Gratiot and Isabella extended generally
in an eesterly and westerly direction. The history is unique in that there
were no lines mov1ng north from the cepitol city of Laneing through thoee

countiesg already named.

The communities of St. Jolms in Clinton County, Ithace, Alma and St.
Louis in Gratiot County, became agricultural ag the rich farm lands were .
opened up and became productive. Parts of Gratiot and most of Issbella had
conelderable “stand 1 of white plne, untouched by 8Xe Or 5aw. During the
1880'3, cons;derable activity was maﬁifested in theee areas. Robert Steel
of %t Johns and Ammi Wright of Saglnaw and Alma were princlpal promotors

in the lumbering enterprises of Centrel Mlchigan at that time.

A brief look at the railroad developmental history before 1885 in the
central part of the State of Michigen is neceseary in order to have an un-
derstanding of the generation and development of the Laneing, Alma, Mt.

Pleasant & Northern Railroad.
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The Amboy, Lenging and Traverse Bay Company was organized in January,
1857, Comstruction of a road was begun at Owosso and built south and west-
ward to Lansing, which was finally reached in 1862. It had so many curves.
in it that it was nicknamed the "Ream's Hora" line. With such initials as
A.L. and T.B., to those who rode over the route said that it was "awfully
long and terribly bumpy." Lansing was.about as far as the line ever got.
The company sold its righﬁs south of Lansing to another company in 1867,
and then that company was bought up by the Lake Shore and Michigan South-
ern, which then went ahead and completed a route from Hillsdale, Michigan

through Albion, and to Lansing in 187Z.

Anoﬁher line, known as the Detroit, Grand Haven and Milwaukee Rail-
way.was the first to be built and completed to within the confines of
Shiswassee and Clinton counties; and, it was.also over the easfern piece
of this road (the old Detroit and Pontiac road which was in operation
several years) before the trains reached the sﬁallow waters of the Shia-

wassee River.

The Detroit and Pontiac railrogd project was stirred up in Oskland
County as early as 1830, and an act incorporating the "Pontiac and De-
troit Railway Company" was put through by the territorisl legislative

_council, and was epproved by Governor Cass on July Zlst. This was the

first reilway in Michigan to have a charter.

Immediately aftef the road was completed from Detroit to Pontiac,
a project was developed to build a railroad frbm Pontlac westward through
Shiawassee, Clinton and other counties to Lake Michigan at the mouth of
the Grand River, to make s connéction at that point with steamers for

Milwaukee and other Lake Michigan ports.
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In 1855, on February 13, an Act by the State Legislature authorized
-the partnership of the Detroit and Pontiac with the Oakland and Ottawa
Railroad Company under the name, "Detroit and Milwaukee Railway Company."
The road wes completed to St. Johna in Cllnton County on January 16, 1857.
The line was of great benefit to Clinton Gounty, but it proved to be a bad
investment for its original stockholders. It went into bankruptcy in 1860
and it remained thus until QOctober 19, 1878 when it reorganized and be-

came the Detroit, Grand }hwen and Milwaukee Railway.

Up until the completion of the interurben electrie railway, which op-
erated between St. Johns and Lansing, through DeWitt Village, the latter,
bad ne means of communication whatever, although most favorably locqted,

and St. Jolms was entirely without southern comnections.

The besutiful little village of Maple Repids in Fssex Township, Clin-
ton County, is to this day devold of railrozds of apny kind, steam or elec-
tric. This fact, the lack of railwey facilities, north and south, has been
and ig the most unfortunzte circumstance to be noted in the progress of

Clinton County.

The movement for a southern railroad connection took form as early a8
1864 when the Jackson and Lanslng Reilrosd Company we.s organizad. It wes
originglly intended that this line would be built northward from Lansing
through Clinton, Gratiot and Isabells counties. The road, however, passed

to the Jackson, Lansing and Saginsw Company, and St. Jolms' hopes vanished
up the "Ram's Horn" route.

later, the Lansing and S5t. Johns Railroad Company came to light. The

incorporstion took place in 1871, Several in Clinton County had a hand in
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promoting this company. Sixty thousand dollars was provided for by subserip-
tions to stock, but the dark days of 1873, in finencisl eircles, killed the

enterprise.

The railroad which crosses the southwestern townshié of Eagie, in Clin-
ton County, and in its course townrdsrthe City of Lansing, curvés northﬁard
scross the Watertown boundary line, was once the Ionia and Lansing, which
was consolldated with the Detroit and waell and Lensing in 1870. The De-
troit, Lensing and Northern Railroad Company finally became the owner of the

entire route.

Another important feeder was acquired by the Lake Shore about the same

time (1869) It extended frOm Hillsdale, on the main line, northward through

a rich agricultural area, centering in Albion and Faton Rapids, and termina-

ted at the new state capital, Lansing. This line originally was projected as
part of the Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Rallroad, which had been the re-
cipient of & large land grant in 18E&7. Aé has been recounted, the A.L. and
T.B. encountered many difficulties. Its land grant and franchises south of
Lansing were transferred in 1866 to the Northern and Central Michigan Rail-
road Compeny, which constructed a line from Jopesville, on the Lake Shore,

to Lansing, a distance of sixty miles in 1872 and 1373.

The president of the Grand Trunk, Sir Henry Tyler, proved to be a wor-
thy foeman of the Vanderbilt interests. It was his initiative that pushed
forward successfully, and against great odds, the Grand Trunk's project for
& line to Chicago. One line that Tyler eyed as part of his plan had been
completed between Lansing and Battle Creek, December, 1389, by the Peninsu-

lar Railway Company.




The last of the units that were to constitute the Pere Marquette system
developed from the Detroit and Howell Reilroad Company, orgenized in 1864.
Detroit businessmen, éesiring o reil connection with Lansing, subscribed lib-
erally to the stock of this railroad as the first seection of such a line. An-
other company built the line from Howell to Lensing and the two were consoli-
dated in 1870. A third company, meaﬁwhile, completed a line from Langing
westwerd to waard City, some distanée nertl: of Grand Fapids on the Grand
Rapids.and Indiana Rsilroad. Thig was consolideted with the company that owned
the Detroit-Lansging line in 1871 as the Detroit,.Lansing and Lske Michipan
Railroad Company. In 1873 branches of this line were built to Ionia and
Belding. The panie of 187% hit this company hard, s& it did the othere, and
in 15?6, it too went into Bankruptcy, emerging as the Detroit, Lensing and
Northern Reilroed Company in 1879, Shortly thereafter, prominernt stockholders
in this company secured control of two railrosds that together had built
lines extending westwsrd from Ssginew through St. Louls and Alma to Cedar
Lake, largely to tap the rich timber resources of that area. In the 18R0's
numercus branches were constructed: one from Stanton to Big Repids, but the
mein addition was & line from Grand Ledge to Grand Rapids, which gave‘ﬁhe

company a through line from Detroit to Grend Repide.

In the early 1870's, the ﬁroject of a railroad to be known as the Toledo,
Ann Arbor & Northefn wag stirred up and discussed. The route was to take in
Owosso, thence in a northwestefly direction thrdugh Gratiot County, with Big
Rapids as.its next prineipal objective point. The entire scheme did not me-
terialize, but s section wasg built and operated from Toledo ag far north as
South Lyon in the séuthwest corner of Oakland County. The extension project

lay dormsnt until 1883, when it was revived and tesken up by the Ashleys of
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Toledo - ex-governor Ashley of Ohlo and his sons. The line was called the
Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michigan. It reached the village of Ithaca -
on June 3, 1884, and on June 27th, rails were lald as far as St. Louls,

Michigan, in Gratiot County.

The Saginaw Valley & St. Louils Rallroad was eonstructed from 1870 to
1872, being completed to St. Louis in 1872. This railroad came as a real
boon to the people of the county, and only in a smaller degree to people

north and west for several nlles.

The next section westward from St. Loulg, of what has been the Pere

Marquette, was built from St. Louls to Edmore in 1875 by Capt. E.L. Craw,

of Fruitport, Michigan. Thallihe was part of a great railroad scheme of
that energetic, but visionary gentleman, which was to run from Frultport
and Grend Hasven across the state to St. Cleir, Michigan. It had the name
of, The Chicago, Saginaw & Canada Railroad. At Edmore the road comnected
with the Detroit, Lansing & Northern. In 1876, the C.5. & C went into the
hands of & receiver, and was soon thereafter leased by Colonel John A.
Elwell,.of New York, who came on to the scene immediately and took posses-
sion, tsking up his residence in St. Louis..Hb operated the road until
1883; in the meantime extending the road westward as far as Lakeview. In

1885, the line was sold to the Detroit, Lansing & Northern, which road had

already acquired the Saginaw Valley & St. Louls section. A few years later,

the Detroit, Lansing & Northern became a part of the great Pere Marquette
system. It was one of the first class roads of the state and gave Gratiot
County unsurpassed railroad facilities to the east and west, and by its

connections, to all parts of the country.




St. Louis and Alms were so located rglatively, that the question of
touching both towns was a different one to solve by the railroad moguls,
and the subject was one of great speculation to the two towns, as may well
be pregsumed. St. Louis seemed more favored from the fmet that the tracks
had actuaily been lald into the town. Alma people were fearful thet the
roed would proceed from St. Louis direetly to Mt. Pleasant, and leave Alms
three miles off the .line. So while the metter rested snd was in doubt, and
while the railrosd officisls snd promotors were blowing hot and blowing
cold, as the seying goeg, with the hope of pleasing both towns and getting
the largest posgsible inducements from esch, the people of Alma took. active
measures to bring things their way. They conceived the scheme of bullding
& railroad from Alma to Mt. Pleassnt. Action followed very quickly on the
heels of the suggestion, ﬁnd the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Plessant Railroad Com-

pany was an outgrowth of that scheme.
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THE LAMP ROAD: - |
A Hstory of the Lemsing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad.

A railroad rumnipg north and south through the central part of Michigan
had been proposed &s early as 1869.(1) The opening of rich, new farmlends
in Clinton, ératiot éﬁd Isabella counties had c;egted an inmediate need for
marketing milk, meat énd other produce to the young cepital city of Lansing.
Several railroads were already paseing through or had a terminus in that
eity, 80 that the shipping of merketable agricultural p:qducts and lumber

- gould easily be moved elther to the Detroit or the Chicago markets.

The Lansing, 5t. Jobns & Mackinaw Railroad Company was organized on
april 26, 1869. That road was the first line proposed to pass through Gra-
tiot County, and was to be built through St. Louis, Ithaca and St. Johns.
The necessary finmanclal ald was secured and bonde were ready for negotiam-
tion, when the State Supreme Gourt of Hichigan declared the law to be uncon-
stitutionsl, which allowed aid to be voted in the manner theretofore done.
Part of the line was surveyed; yet, the company was obliged to abandon the
(2)

project.

4 "stub roed," known as the Alms, Itheca Railroad was orgahized.on..
Mareh 31, 1882. It was a spur running from the Detroit, Lanesing & ﬁérthern
at Alma to Ithaca. The iron was laid late in the year, and on December 28,
1882, the first frei§££ was pulled over the line. A.W. Wright and William S,

Turck were members of the boardrofndipectqre,_which consisted of seven men.

The S.J. Clark Publishing Co., Chicago, Ill., 1908, p. 465.

2. Gratiot Coumty, Hichig__, Willard D. Tucker, Prees of Seemann end
Peters, Saginaw, Michigen, 1913.
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The Itheca-Alma Railroad, a "stub road™ copnecting the two villages was E
& gpur running from ths Detroit, Lemsing & Northerm. It wes built by local |
capital and enterprise. Nathan Clureh, of Ithaca, was elected president of
the road as it was organized March 31, 1882. The_construction of the road was

pushed along with noteworihy energy end speed, and iron was laid the follow-
ing December. The first freight was machinery for a butter tub factory on
December 28th. The "stub road" was operated im connection with the Saginaw

Valley & St. Louis road.



The "stub road" was run ip connection with the Saginew Valley & St. Louis

Railroad, and was built by locel capital.(z)

On Mzrch 29, 188%, a weakly paperdof St. Johns quoted a local reporter:
"Reilroad rumors are again rife. Déwiﬁt comes -in for a iion's sh&ré. Flying
fumofsshdée beén current for some time that fhe Lake Shore & Michigan South-
ern Railway ls going to extend the Lansing division north, work to commence

in early summer. DeWitt, so's to speak, will soon be out of the woods.“(Q)

Nothing ceme of this, however. lLate inrthat year, spnother rumor indi-
cated that responsible parties had arrenged to extend the Alme, Ithsca Rail-
road from Ithaca south via Maple Rapidé to Lensing, and from Alme north to
Mt. Pleassnt, and that A.W, Wright, millionaire and the "Patron of Alma,"
(8)

would iron the morthern porticn.

At the same time, activity was brewing in another camp. It was reported

in the Detroit Free Press (8) that Gol. John Flwell of St. Louis, Michigan

had remarked to a reporter of that psper thet S5t. Louis' people were very
enthusiastic over the progress of what was known in thet locality as the
Ashley enterprise, which referred to the bullding of the Toledo and Northern

Railroad between Owosgo and St. Louls,

The'repofter ralsed the Question as to what Flwell thdughtiwas ﬁhe ulti-

mate object in view, to which he responded, "Then when e#érything is in good

3. Gratiot Countx,’Michiggg, Willard D. Tucker; Press of Seemann &
Peterse, Seginaw, Michigun, 1913, p. 1221. .

4. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXVII, No. 46, Thurs., March 29, 1883.

5. Detrolt FEvenlng News, Tuesday, December 18, 1883.

6. Detrolt Free Press, Thursday, December 20, 1382,
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shape, when the pine land speculators have got transportation facilities,
‘the Grand Trunk'raiiroad company(T) will be approached to take the road
“and operate it as a branch. That's the way it looks to me, and there's no-
thing againgt such ection. The road will be needed, and it iz well to get

it that way as in any other fashion.®

Elwell was spproached as to whether perhaps the Lansing road or the
Michigan Central Reailromd Company might make a bid, to which he replied,

"Possibly, the Central may, but the Detroit, Lansing & Northern Railroad

Company have got all they want."

Just before Christmas of 138%, the Free Press indiecated that there was
talk of extending the Alma, Ithaca Railroad southward via Maple Rapids to

Lansing, and that St. Johna' people were anxious to secure the line also.(e)

The day after New Year's of 1884, the Isabells Enterprise indiecated con-

siderable activity in the Mt. Pleasant area. Some of their people had gone
to Alma and Ithaca in the interest of rallroading. Mr. A.W. Wright of Alma

had been to Salt River (now known as Shepherd) just south of Mt. Pleasant,
(9) '

talking railroad.

A railroad meeting was held at the Court House in Mt. Pleasant on the
previous Saturday, December 29, 1883, at 2 o'clock p.m. A.®. Wright had been E
around all that morning and had expected to be present at the meeting; how- b
ever, he was called away to meet with railroad officiasls. A crowd had assembled ?

at the appointed hour, and Willlam N. Brown acted as chairman. He stated that

7. Detroit Free Press, Thurs., Dec. 20, 1883. Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand
Trunk.

8. Detroit Free Press, Saturday, December 22, 1883.

9. Isabella Enterprige, Wednesday, January 2, 1884,
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the object of the meeting was‘tb discuss the extension of the road from Alme

to Mt. Pleasant, also south via Ithaca, Maple Rapids, St. Jolmns to Lansing.
He also reported that Mr. Wright was ready to take hold of the project and
build the road from Alma to Mt. Pleasant if the citizens of that place were
ready to help him by forming a stock company. Thg_Honorable 5.W. Hopkins was
appointed as secretary of the meeting; whereuppn; he too, spoke to the sub-
ject. A Mr. D.H. Nelson was then called upoh tb express his viewé. He stated
that he thought they had better_go glow Qnd not act hastily in the matter.

He said that they ought to have the best one, one that would do the most good

and give them the best connections. After Mr. Nelson had spoken, a committee
- was appoinfed consisting of Wm. N. Brown, A.B. Upton, John Harris, D.H. Nel-
son, S.W. Hopkins, C.C. Whifnej, C. Bennett, Bd. Bellinger, and others to
look into the matter and see which wduld be the best road for the develop-
ment of Isabella County, and tchall g meeting at thelr option. The commit-
tee was to get an expression of the péQple on the subject and to ascertain,
if at all possible, which would be the best road to have; the one, not yet

organized, or the Toledo & Ann Arbor Railroad. (10)

Mr. Ashley made a proposition concerning the Toledo & Ann Arbor road
from 5t. Louls to Mt. Pleasant. He agreed to finish the road and have it in
running order by October, or earlier, if the people of Mt. Pleasant would

agree to pay $15,000 when the road would be completed.

AW, Wright stated that he would bulld a rosd from Alma, and have it in
running order by July, providing Mt. Pleasant could raise $15,000 and Salt

River about $5,000.

10. Isabella Enterprise, Wednesday, January 2, 1884.
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¥t. Pleasant had been thoroughly stirred up over raillroad matters.
Several meetings had been held and considerable enthuslasm was being gen-
erated. Many felt that Mt. Pleasant would positively have another rail-

road by fall and probably two.

A meeting in the interest of the Toledo & Amn Arbor line was scheduled
for January 7th at the Opera House in Mt. Pleasant. A large delegation
from Alma were present to defend their scheme and the meeting grew hot.(ll)

First, one side, than the other, would pick up the argument.

'Almé was ready to put $15,000 into the project. It was reported from
Alma(lg) éhat e sufficient amount had been subscribed by the Almsites, Salt
River, and Mt. Pleasant to organize s logal company for the construction of
a rallroad from Lansing to Mt. Pleasent. The proposed road would give a
connection with the Detrolt, Lansing & Horthern system at Alma and event-

uvally with Lansing by way of Ithaca.

The meeting for organlzing the railroad company was scheduled for Jan-
uary 8, 1884, at Alma. It was understood that A.W. Wright would accept the
presidency and iron the road. However, the organisation was delayed until

later.

The committes, of which William N. Brown was chairman, had not as yet
nade any recommendetions or decisions as to which way Mt. Plesegant should

go. It might accept both roads.

11, Isebella Enterprise, Wedneeday, January 9, 1884,

12. Detroit Evening News, Tuesday, January 8, 1884.

TR
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The Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand Trunk system had its surveyors working

over its proposed line, and according to the Isabella Enterprise, the line

had been traversed as far north as the farm of George Ferris, just south

of Mt. Pleasant.(l5)

-Railroad talk albng the propoged road from Alma south suddenly became
the'subject of the day. The people of Alma definitely favored the Wright pro-
:Iéct- A St. Johns' paper(“’ stated that the proposed railroad was assuming
tangible proportions, and that monied men were moving earnestly in the mat-
ter. Maple Rapids was concerned that thé project would prove to be some-
 thing more than a myth.(15) Reference here was undoubtedly reflected on the

Lansihg, St. Joms & Mackinaw failure,

A railroad meeting was held at Mt. Pleasant on January 11, 1884; at
which the Honorable H.M. Perrin and David S. French, both of St. Johns, were
present. They said that they thought that S5t. Johns would undertake to
raise $40,000 towards the new line.(ls) It was later rumored that St. Jolns
would be willing to pay $50,000 to get the road, and some doubts were com-

ing to the fore because that was & plle of money.(17)

A special dispatch to the Detroit Post and Tribune from Alma, dated

Jenuary 16, 1884, stated, "Where two or three are gathered together, there

you hear railroad talk, at least so in this section. The project now agi-

12. Isebella Enterprise, Wednesday, January 16, 1884,

14. Clinton Independent, Thursday, Januvary 17, 1884.

15. Clinton Independent, Thursday, January 24, 1884.

16. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXVIII, No. 36, Thursday, Jan. 17, 1884,

17. Isasbella Enterprise, Wednesday, January 23, 1884,
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teting the community, is a line from Lansing to Mt. Pleassnt, in Igabella
County, some seventy miles in length, to be known as the Lensing, Alma,

Mt. Pleessnt & Northern Railroad. Enthusiastic meetings have been held at
this plece, Salt River and Mt. Pleassnt, and the capital stock mostly sub-
seribed. It is proposed té establish the route and have the ties distribut-
ed along the line, and as soon in the spring:as the ground will permit, to
pui a large force of men upon the work and pﬁsh it rapidly to completion
between here and Mt. Plessent, a distance of about eighteen miles. The
route southward is not yet determined. Thé intermediate ﬁoints are Ithaca,
Pompeii, Maple Rapids, St. Jolme or Fowler on the Detroit and Grand Haven
Railroad,rand DeWitt. The finel establ?sﬁment of the route will probably
depend upon the amount of éidrto be obfained from the places mentioned. The
project is considered by practical railroad men &s entirely feasible, and
with such men as A.W. Wright of Seratoge, New York, the Hon. Williasm S.
Turck, Gen. N. Church of Datroit, Jaumes Gargett and other prominent men of

Ohio snd vicinity to push the matter, the result is not doubtful."(18)

The residence of A.W. Wright was sometimes given as Saratoga, New York,

and again es Alme or Saginew, Michigen.

The Mt. Pleasant paper, under the Ithace items, stated that a Mr.
Thomes, a compteent engineer, had been engaged to survey the new railrosd
line from Alme to Mt. Pleasant and that he had started his work. It was

stated therein that the line would run a few milee west of Salt River and

i8. Detroit Post and Tribune, Thursdey, Januvary 17, 1884. Specisl dis-
patch from Alma, Michigan, January 16, 1884, titled, "Booming the
new line at Mt. Pleasant."
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would make Summerton a point.(lg)

The Lensing Journsl made the following statement, which wes quoted in

one of the Clinton Gouﬁty weeklies: "We are pleased to learn that the peo-
ple of the eities and towns in Clintom, Gratiot and Isabella counties,
throﬁgh which the proposed line will run, are awakening to a reslization of
the immense benefits that will flow from the building of such a rosd, and
we trust that their efforts to meke the road a fact will meet with earnest
and entlusiastic support on the part of the citizens of Lansing. Such a road
will soon become a necessity to this city, and if we ever attain that de-
gree of prosperity and standing ag a commercial center, which ought to be

the pride and boast of the capital city.(zo)

An outstate paper stated that the Lansing Republican challenged its lo-

cal city readers by asking them what they were going to do about the propos-
ed line. Would they meet the towns along the proposed route with their sym-

pathy and pledges or would they pass by on the other side.(el)

Speaking of the value of the proposed line to Lansing, the Detroit Free

Press quoted the Langing Jourpal: "A railroad to Mt. Pleasant will furnish a

direct outlet to the richest farming country in the State. It cennot fail to
do a large and profiteble business from the start. We believe that immediamte
steps should be taken by some ;f'our leading capitalists looking to the organ~-
igation of a company to construct the roed. It will prove a paying invesf—

ment. Unless something is done in the near future, Lensing may perhaps lose an

19, Isabella Enterprise, Wednesday, January 23, 1884.

20. Clinton Independent, Thursday, January 31, 1884,

2l. Detroit Free Press, Thursday, Jsnuary 31, 1884.
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opportunity to so effectively boom its material interests. There is talk
of constructing o railroad from elther Battle Creek or Kalamazoo through
Ionia, St. Louis and Mt. Pleasant. It is believed by many thet this line
will be built. If it is, it will effectually block the project of a road

from this city. Let our wealthy Lansingites be up and doing in this mat-
ter.“(aa)

Considerable activity took place at Mt. Pleasant in late January of
1384, Already pledges amounting to $12,000 of the $15,000 had been made
for the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Railroad. The friends of the Wright
~ project, the Alma road, were also busy; and, Mt. Pleasant was strongly
inelined to think that they could secure that also. Besides that; they
were talking of offering inducements to the Flint and Pere Marquette line
to widen the gumge of the branch from Coleman and extend it. All that
would place Mt. Pleasant in a very enviable position with respect to rail-

roading.(23)

A Lansing paper,(24) dated February 9, 1884, under the heading, "An
Important Project,“.stated that the best unoccupied territory for a rail-
road in Michigan is from Lansing northward through Clinton and Gratiot
into Isabells Gounty. During the preceding fourteen years the subject had
been discussed, more or less, but nothing definite had been accomplished

until a few days ago.

(25)

The same daily went on to say that on February 8th, Samual D.

22. Detroit Free Press, Thursday, Janusry 31, 1884.

2%, Detroit Free Press, Friday, February 1, 1884.

24. Lansing Republican, Saturday, February 9, 1884.

25. Ibid.
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-Bingham of Laneing, who had for meny times urged the importance of such a
railroad arm, extending from the capitol eity nortkward, had received a let-
ter from James Gargett of Alma, announcing the organizatiom of the Laneing,
Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Rallroad Compsny. A sufficient amount of stock
haé been subscribed, the necegsary five per cent pald in, and the erticles
of incorporation were ready to be flled. The following had been elected by
the stockholders to serve as directors of the road: A.W. Wright, Alma; John
A. thfis, Mt. Pleasant; Wm. M. Brown, Ht. Pleasant; James Cargett, Alma;
I.¥. Shepard, Salt River; W.S5. Turck, Alma; and, George D. Barton, Alma. The
directors choge the following officers: A.W. Wright, President; Williem WN.
Brown, Videwpresident; W.5. Turck, Treasurer; and, Hareus Pollagky, Secre-

tary.

The road was to run from Lansing to Alaa vis St. Johng, thence to Mt.
Pleasant via Salt River or Sunnerton, finally to Frankfort as soon as the
road was {inished to Mt. Pleasent. The surveys had been made from Alma to

Mt. Pleassnt, and work would begin st once. The Detroit Free Press'ZS)

stated that the intent was {0 comnect with the Lske Shore & Michigan South-

ern et Lansing.

It wag generally conceded that the company shops would be located at
. Alwa, which would add largely to the buginess and industries of that vil-
lage; and, that since the board of directors were all quite wealthy, they

would see the project through.

The Corporation Division, Department of Tressury, State of Michigan,

Leneing, has records which reveal that the artlcles of imcorporation were

26. Detroit Free Press, Seturday, February 9, 1884.
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recorded and filed with the Secretary of State on Februsry 12, 1884. Al-
though the artlicles as such are not on file presently with the State of
Michigan, other information states that the termini points to be Lansing

and Mt. Pleasant:; the length of the road to be sixty-eight milesa; the

guage to be not less then three and one-hslf feet; the capital, $544,000;

aﬁd the term 999 years from 1884°(27)

On February llth, a meeting of about forty of the leading business
men of Lansing met in the common council room with several members of the
board of directors of the proposed railroad in regard to giving ald to

the project. A.Q, Bement wae chqsen chairmen of the meeting end E.F. Cooley,

secretary.

James Gargett, A.W. Wright and W.S5. Turck of Alma, Gratiot County,
and I.N. Shepard of Salt River, who were active in forwarding the project,
were present. Mr. Gargetit spoke in behalf of the new company. Although

solicitated by other places, they wanted to conbect with Lansing.

Mr. Wright spoke much in the same way; they had no definite proposi-

tion to make to Lensing people, but he pointed out that they had come to
learn their feeling in regard to the matter, and what they were willing to

do in aiding the company.

Strong speeches were made by O.M. Barnes, James M. Turner, S.L. Smith,
George P. Sanford, and A.C. Bement, who all agreed on the leading point,
that the rosd would be of great value to Lansing, as the capital city

would be the largest city on the line, and would be the outlset for the

27. Bureau of Collections, Corporation Division, Dept. of Treasury,
State of Michigen, Lansing, Michigan, File drawer 264, L-12-518,
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lumber and agricultural products of Gratiot end Isabella counties. They
all agreed in their opinions that the sum of $%,000 per mile and the right

of way would be donsted by the people along the line.

Mr. Barnes and Mr. Turner had heard that $4,00 to $6,000 per mile

could be secured in the way of donatione or subscriptiome to stock. They

all agreed that it was a safe business venture.

Er. Smith, especlally, dwelt upon the safety of the business proposal.

He had spent much time 1ln studying this same scheme, and had thought of

organizing a home company himself. He was setisfied that if five or &ix men

 would club together to build the road as a busimess and not as a specula-
tive venture, and run it om business principles, with no watering of stock
end llke devices, 1t would be a success. He had seen nothing in a long time

that promised so well, and compared it to a very successful undertaking in

the northern peninsule that was quite similar. At least six per cent on the
investiment could be realized by such a road, built then, as he described;
and he thought that if even $3,000 per mile could be secured as donations,

that capitalists would furnish the rest.

O.M. Barnes emphasized the polnt that the road could be built for about
$10,000 per mile, whereas other roads leading into Lansing had cost $15,000
to $30,000 per mile. The price of steel then was extremely low, yet he

thought it likely to advance within a year.

Jim Turner forclbly brought out the point that it was best to keep
the road, 1f bullt, independent of other roads. He knew that the Grand Trunk
and Lake Shore compenies would be glad to make thls new line a branch of

their systems, but by being independent, the earnlngs of the little road



5

2? [

would be larger; for the great lines would compete for the prize of earry-

ing its freight from Lansing to the East.

Colonel Dodge said that he had been over the line with William H. Dodge

to find out the sentiment of the people. It was his opinion that $4,000 per

mile, from the north line of Clinton County to Lansing could be raised. He
also thought that the road could be built at less expense in Gratliot County

than in Clinton and Ingham counties.

Edward Cahill had also studied the matier, and was convinced of its

practicability.

‘Mr. Barnes made a motion to the effect that it was the sense of the meet-
ing that a sufficient sum of money could be raised to build the road, and that

the gentlemen present would do their part. The motion was unanimously carried,

It was pledged by wote to pay the expenses of a committee, to be sent out
by the president of the company for the purpose of securing subscriptions
along the line of the proposed rosd. Jumeg J. Baird, Frank Dodge, and Edward W.

Sparrow were appointed to raise money for that purpose.

Messrs. Barnes, Turner, gnd Smith gave warnm testimony to the capacity,
energy, and reliability of the three gentlemen from Alma, and especially of
Mr. Wright. There wag entire harmony in the view of the desirability and
practicability of building the road, which would extend through sixty-eight
miles of new country, of which Lansing would‘be the natural guiding star. Com-
ing from men so experienced and so-well known in Michigan, they indlcated
there ought to be no hesitancy on the part of Lansing's citizens in forward-

ing the movement-(zs)

28. Lansing Republican, Tuesday, February 12, 1884.
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By request, Frank L. Dodge and George P. Sanford accompanied Presi-
dent A.W. Wright to St. Johms on the following day, Tuesday, February l2.
A very enthusiastic meeting wes held in the Court House, notwithstanding

the unpleasant weather and the lack of a timely notice.

The meeting was called to order by David S. French, and was organ-

ized with the Hon. H.M. Perrin as chairman and Otis Fuller as secretary.

James Gargett gave an outline of the work dome 2o far and said thet
the road would be built. Messrs. Sanford and Dodge pledged that Lansing
would do its level best, and Messrs. John Hicks, D.S. French, H.M. Perrin;

“and S5.S5. Walker pledged St. Johns for her share.

On motion of David S. French, the meeting voted to raise the sum re-

quired ($30,000 to $50,000, and pefhaps more). Mr. French then offered the

following resolutions(ag) which were carried unanimously:

Resolved: that it is in the sense of this meeting that the people of
St. Johng and vicinity recognize the advantages thst would accrue to them
from the proposed road and will do anything that is reasonable to ald in

gecuring it.

Resolved: that a committee of five be appointed to confer with the of-
ficers of the new railroad company, and call a public meeting at any time
when the officers are prepared to submit to St. Johns s definite proposi-

tion showing what amount of money will be required of them.

29. Glinton Republican, Vol. XXVIII, No. 40, Thursday, February 14,
1a84.
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The chair nsmed the following to the committee: Joln Hicks, S.S5. Walker,

Charles Fowler, David French, and John H. Corbit.

It was reported(so) that the coﬁmittee of officers of the new roed were
in Maple Rapids on the 13th of:February. A meeting of citizens was called
without any previous notice and a committee consisting of R.S. VanScoy, Isaac
Hbﬁitt, William H. Owen, George R. Newton, and O.F. Peck was appointed to

solicit ald if the road could be built s0 as to come to or near Maple Reapids.

The people of DeWitt apparently had not become too enthusiastic at the
time as was evidenced by a reporter: "A few energetic citizens of this place
" (DeWitt) propose to do something and we are of the opinion it will be hard

work to get only a few interested.“(Sl)

A correspondent to the Detroit Pogt and Tribune was guoted in the

Isabella Enterprise: "A surveying party is now on the route and it is ex-

pected that the survey will be completed between Alma and Mt. Pleasant by to-
morrow. The present survey pasées through Summerton and Esteefs Corners, two
miles west of Salt River. The permsnent survey will not vary grestly from
this line. This road will be an important link in a north and south road,
connecting as it will, with a line twenty miles long, now owned and operat-—
‘ed by the A.W, Wright Lumber Company, which is to be, I am informed, incor-
porated with the main line on its extension northward, thus opeﬁing up by a
direct route, one of the richest lumber tracts in the state. It is the inten-
tion to puch the rosd southward as rapidly as possible, but the rate of speed

will depend somewhat upon the amount of aid obtained at the different points,

30, Detroit Free Press, Saturday, February 16, 1884,

8l. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXV1II, No. 40, Thursday, February 14,
1884, Under DeWitt Items.
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but I have the assurance that the road will certelnly be in operation from
some point on the Detroit, Grand Haven and Milwaukee, to Ht. Pleasant be-

{
fore New Year's Day.‘sa)

However, the enthusiesm generated slong the proposed line of the Lan-
eing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad was not indicative of the
financlal economy in the rest of the State of Michigan. Railroad men all
said the same thing in regard to thelr business. It was remarkedly dull and
was not picking up es fast as was expected. The largest share of the work
at the general offices conslsted in answerlng requests for special retes,
which everybody wanted. 4 large number of workmen in the various departments
of the Leake Shore repair shops in Adrain(sa) had been laid off, there being
about seventy men discharged, many of whom had been in the employ of the

company for twenty years.

Railroad news was what the people along the route wished to smee and
hear. Advanteges gained by the new road were foremost and everyone agreed

that it would make competition im all lines of business.

The Detrolt Evening Pos{ reported that piles were being driven at Alma

acrogs the Pine River for the new line as of February 28, 1884.

In one of the Lansing papars(54)

it was reported that contracts for
ties were being made for the new railroad between Alma and Mt. Pleasant.
This was a part of the line which was looked for in Lansing at no distant
date. Zeslous work was belng done to put the project on its feet between

Lansing and St.. Johnse.

32. Isabella Enterprige, Wednesday, February 13, 1384,

3%5. Detroit Free Press, Saturday, Februsry 9, 1884. Under Adrain items.

34. Lansing Republican, Saturday, March 1, 1884,
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The following is a letter which was published in the Lansing Republi-

can, and was signed=(55)

"Some time since there was a cltizens' meeting held in the circuit
court room of this city, which was attended by many 6f our earnest and most
zealous business men for the purpose of conferring together on the subject
of a railroad north from Langing to Mt. Pleassant, a distance of about seven-
ty miles. Gentlemen from abroad were in attendance and much interest was
manifested in the proposed enterprise. Many of our citizens are familiar
with the north country. The farming lands and the immense quantity of pine
~and hardwood timber throughout the northern part of the state, especially
in the above named territory, makes this an extraordinary, and indeed, at
the present time, the most feasible route of any in the state. It is only
necessary to glance over the map of this state in order for any person un-
aquainted with the proposed route to see and realize the material advantage

to Lansing, especially, and the country north generally from this point.

"The advantages to Lansing are many, and the opportunity for establish-
ing various manufacturing industries and lumber yards on a large scale will
be second to none in the state. The railroad facilities for shipping are
infinitely superior to any of our lumber towns as 1s shown by the files in
the office of the secretary of state. The company is organized, the officers
elected, and the necessary stock has been subscribed. These are the prelim-
inary steps. The people north are in earnest and anxious to do their treding
in Lansing, which is the metropolis, or will be, with proper effort the

market town of the Lansing, Alma, ¥t. Pleasant & Northern Railroad. Those

35. Lansing Republican, Saturday, March 1, 1884,
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who are and will be mosi benefited by a direct communlecation with the coun-
try named above, business men of all kinds, capitalists, property owners,
mechanics and laborers, are interested. Lansing should act in this matter
without delay. It is a golden opportunity which should bs accepted. Let
each person constitute himself.a comnittee to advance the materlal welfare
and success of our capital clty. A meeting shﬁuld be called by our citi-
zens and active measures taken for the success of what seems to me a great
and profitable enterprise to each and everyone who has the best interest

of Zansing at heart.

1Tt is unnecessary to test the good faith of the effort thus far of
the corporation above named. With the Honorable A.W. Wright as its pre-
giding officer, success is assured to us if we will best have it; as we
should not expect it without life and effort on our part.

Lansing, Februsry 29, 1884, Citizen."

The above letter indicates a very obvious impatience with the
Lansing committee. He may hsve slready made an investment in the project,
or perhaps hed a business that could prosper with the new road. It could

have very well been the editor of the local paper.

The létest Tumor afloat in the Mt. Pleasant area(sﬁ) around the
firet of March wes to the effect the Alma line and the Toledo, Ann Arbor
& Northefn would consolidate and run the one line to the town of Alma.
Another was thet the road from Alma south to Lanéing would be built azs the
amount of aid had been pledged'by Langing and St. Johns. The second rumor
mey heve been instituted to get Mt. Plesssnt to come forth more liberally

with its share.

36. lsabella Enterprise, Wednesdsy, March 5, 1884.




At about the same time it was rumored(57) that there were two proposed
routes southward from Alma. One vie Ithaca, Pompeii, Bridgeville and St.
Jolns. The other from Alms to Maple Rapids direct, and thence to St. Jomns,
passing Ithace on the west some three or four miles. No survey had as yet
been made south of Alma and all that had been sald about the route to be

chogen was only talk.

Méetings were held sll along the route during the first week of March.
On the third of the month, William N. Brown, representating the railroad
project, conferred wiih the St. Johns commititee that evening. The company
- would guarantee that the cars would be running from Lansing to St. Johns by
October ?0th next, if St. Jolms would raise $60,000. G.P. Sanford addressed
an assembly in Glinton BHall, DeWitt, the following Wedpesday evening. Mesers.
Dodge and 0.G. Pennell, a prominent locel resident, also spoke in behalf

of the road at the Grange Hall in Olive Township, south of S5t. Jolns.

Another meeting was held in the common couhcil rooms at Lansing on the
7th of March. At that meeting,(58) there were not as many business men as there
should have been, yet it was shown that some of the Lansing men were alive
to the importance of this "best of feeders" for Lansing and thet s strong ef-
fort would be made to have Lansing do as well as other places on the propos-
ed line. Mayor Barnes was chosen chairmen of the meeting and George H. Saxton,
secretary. Geo. P. Sanford reported progress and he told of the successful
meetings held at St. Jolns, DeWitt and Clive. Several short talks were listen- -

ed to from O.M. Barnes, James M. Turner, Jolm Robson, Frederick Thoman,'

37. lsabella Enterprise, Wednesday, March 12, 1884.

38. Langing Republican, Saturday, Msrch 8, 1884.
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J.%. Hinehey, and William VanBuren, after which a committee consisting
of A.0. Bement, George P. Sanford, ¥rank L. Dodge, S.H. Carmer, and O.F. Barnes
was appointed to solicilt aid or subscriptions to the stock of the proposed

road.

A railroad meeting was held in Maple Rapids(59)

on Thursday afternoon,
March Bth, which was attended by a large number of citizens. The band was out
in full forece gnd a good feeling prevailed. The meeting was called to order

by E.R. Reed. R.S. VanScoy was élected chairman. The Honorable W.S. Turck, of -
Alma, gave a short account of the organization, snd what they proposed and
expected would be done. James L. Clark, also of Alma, spoke of the advantages
of Sﬁch a road. Remarks were also made by R.S. VanScoy and Isaac Hewitt. Sub-
sepiptions were then received and hefore evenling about #10,000 had been |
pladged. Committees were appointed to interview the local citizens and receive
subseriptions. The amount at last accounts had reached $15,000. Fveryone
~seemed 10 take an interest, and there was no d0ubt but the township of Fesex
and vicinity wﬁuld fulfill the vrequirements necessary to secure the road

through that village.

(40)

An Alma correspondent to the Gratiot Journal said: "A.W. Wright

.reached here on Friday night lmst IMarch 14, 1884j on his return from a vigit
with his family at Saratoga, New York, and a business trip to New York City,
where he and William N. Brown of Mt. Pleasant negotiated for the funds to
build the lLansing, Alma, Wt. Pleasant:& Northern Railroad. He was accompanied
here by & number of ladles and genﬁlemen from.Saginaw, who visited him;at his

hotel until Saturday afterncon train time. The railroad company is now making

%9, Clinton Independent, Thursday, March 13, 1884, Under Maple Rapids.

40, Isabellsa Enterprise, Wednesday, March 19, 1384,
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gome alterations in their line in the wieinity of Forest Hill and as soon
as this is done, which will be in the course of two or three days, they will
start the engineer corps south from this place. Theré seems to be no doubt

now, from what is understood, but that the route will go straight from there

to Maple Repidas.”

-Mr. Wright and Wm. N. Brown of Mt. Pleasant were in Lansing along with
David C. French and J.H. Corbit of St. Johns almost all day, March 12th. They
met with the local reilroad committee(4l) behind closed doors for the pur—
pose of determining the amounts to be assessed against each locality along
the proposed road to Mi. Pleasant. It was understood that the matter was sst-

isfactorily arranged, ahd the visitors departed that evening for home.

An enthusiastic meeting was held on March 15th at St. John5(42) ab
which President Wright promised to have cars running by November if Clinton

County would furnish $60,000 end the right of way.

Another meeting was held at DeWitt on March 21st at the Clinton Hall
under the direction of 0.G. Pennell snd O.H. Perrin of St. Johns. The locel
comnittee was imstructed to start the solicitation campaign on the follow-

“ing Mondey morning (Merch 24, 1884).(45)

In & newspaper article,(44) dated March 19, 1884, it was reported that
the piles had been driven for the company's bridge over Pine River at Alma,
and the intention was to finish the bridge before the ice would breek up.

Also, that the project proved that popular, that the company found little

41. Lesnsing Republicean, Thursday, March 13, 1884.

42, Lansing Republicen, Tuesday, March 18, 1884,

&. Lansing Republicen, Tuesday, March 25, 1884.

44. Detroit Pogt and Tribune, Wednesday, March 19, 1884.




difficulty in gecuring right of way contracts.

The Isabella Enterprise(45) printed the following under a St. Louis

columnns "A good story is told of I.N. Shepard of Sealt River, who has all
along been very enthusiastic over Alme's proposed railroad to Mt. Pleasant
and is & director in the orgenization. It seems he hes bargsined for a

two huncred fifty acre farm st the point where he expects the station
grounds to be located at Salt River (if they are ever located) and has
paid one doilar to bind the bsrgein, while the other fellow hes put up

two and one-half dollars. Thus Mr. Shepard has one dollar's faith in the

building of the road - and apparently nc more."

.The progpect of a new'railroad entering the city of Lansing from the
north had the effect of booming real estate sales in that part of the
¢city. Several places haed changed hends and other seles were expected., It
was a consensus that with snother reilroad to St. Johns, farms would ad-
vance at least five dollars per acre and sll other real egtate in pro-

portion.

Ithaca, the county seat of Gratiot, beceme very desperate in its de-
sire to secure the proposed road and some of its community enthusiasts felt

that it must be obtained st all hazards.

The Clinton IndEPendent(46) did a very comprehensive report of e rail-
road meeting at St. Johns: "The court room was filled with interested
people, Saturday evening, (March 15, 1884), to listen to the report of the
committee appointed several weeks ago to get terms from the Lansing, Alms,

Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad for rumning their roed through St. Johns.

45. Igabella Enterprise, Wednesday, March 26, 1884,

46. Clinton Independent, Thursday, March 20,71884, titled, "The Rail-
road.
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The Honorable O.L. Spaulding was chosen chairmen snd Messrs. Otis Fuller

and James D, Estes, secretaries.

'Mr. Spaulding mede a ringing speech in favor of the road. He said

the time had come for our people (St. Johns) to act, and that they could

better afford to give $100,000 than let the road go west of us. We have a
beautiful town, best farming land under the sun, an ebundance of raw mat-
erial, and everything else needed except another rﬁilroad. He said the
railroad was going to Lansing but would not come here without the necessary

eld was subscribed.

"Insﬁiring remarks were also made by Messrs. Daboll, Walbridge, Fedewa,

French, Barker and Wallker.

'No attempt was made to raise money, yet quite a number gave voluntary

subscriptions.

"The old commitiee composed of Messrs. D.S. Freneh, John Hicks,
S.5. Walker, J.H. Corbit and Charles Fowler, was retained and instructed to
at once canvass for aid. They are now actively at work and are meeting

with success.

'fihen they call upon you, give them a cordial reception asnd a fat

" subseription,

'The meeting adjourned to next Saturday (March 22, 1884) evening at

the court house, when the committee expecté to make a good showing.

'The following proposition was adopted by those at the meeting:

'fhereas, a committee appointed at a meeting of the citizens of St.
Johns to canvass the suggestion made by and on behalf of this compauny about

bringing our road to St. Johns, have submitted to the president a written



communication on the subject, asking for terms upon which this company's

road will he built from Lansing to St. Johns, therefore

'Resolved. First. - That this company will build its road from Lansing

to 3t. Johns upon the following terms and conditiong;

tSecond. - The citizens of St. Johns and Clinton County shall raise in
collectabls notes the sum of 80,000, and the title to the right of way
from the southern line of Clinton County, through the corporate limits of

the village of St. Johns without cost to the company.

'"Third. ~ The citizens of Lansing to raise the sum of $35,000 in col-
lectable notes or stock subseribed and the right of way from the south line
-of Clinton County, into the City of Lansing to be delivered to the company

on the construction of itp road from Lansing to St. Johns.

tFourth. - When the sums above mentioned have been raised, vesdy for
delivery, the company will at once begin the work of establishing its line
by a competent engineer or engineers, and when such line is established
and the right of way secured as above mentioned, the company to commence
the wofk of constructing its road from Lansing to St. Johns and prosecute

the work as rapidly as practicable.

'Fifth. - The road to be of a "standard guage," well bullt and a good
road, and the depot in St. Johns to be located within one-half mile of
Clinton Avenue, and between Cass Street and the Detroit, Grand Haven &

Milwaukee Railroad.

t8ixth. ~ If the weather shall not be unfavorable for the carrying on
of railroad construction,; and there shall be no delays, hindraneces or inter-

ruptions, by injunctions or other legal proceedings, then the road will be
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built by the first day of MNovember, 138¢, or ss soon thereafter as practic-
able in consequence of bad weather or;litigationa as mentioned above, pro-
vided the above sums are raised im collectible notes onr or before the 1l5th
day of April, 1884, and the right of way on or before the first day of

May, 1884.

*Seventh. - The notes raised by the citizens of St. Jobns and vicinity,
a8 above stated, shall be delivered to the First Natlional Bank of St. Johns,
to be delivered up to this company or to any person 1t may designate when a

train of cars is run over 1¢s tracks from Lasnsing to St. Jolns.

- *Eighth. - The sum of $60,000 above stated to be raised by "St. Johns
and the citizens of Clinton County end those interested in Clinton County"
ghall not inslude, nor does it constitute any part of the sum to be raised
and donated to this company by the citizens of Haple Raplds, im sald Clinton

County, in congideration of the comstructing of its road to Maple Rapids.

*Hinth. - The executive cbmmittee of this board are hereby directed
and instructed to proceed immediately %o carry this resolution intd éffect
by the consﬁfuction of the road between Langing and St. Johha, upon a com-
pliance with its provislons by the people of said places. |
Stete of Michigen
County of Gratiotsosn

‘1 hereby certify that the above 1g a true copy of the resolution |
adopted this 14th day of March, A.D., 1884, and that I have carefully
compared the same with the original resolution.

Marcus Pollasky

Secretary, L., A., Mt. P., & N.R.R. Company.®
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A conference of citizens from Maple Rapids with the directors of the
road had been held, and Maple Rapids was asked to secure the right of way
and raise $30,000. The aid asked from toﬁns along the line was: Lansing and
DeWitt, $50,000; St. Johns, $50,000; Maple Rapids, $30,000; Alma, $40,000;
Mt. Pleasant, $15,000. The last two nemed had already reised theirs. Lan-
sing had promised to raise her's, and St. Johns expected to raise her

Share.(47)

Several new buildings were under construction, or were already built,

with credit for such being directed toward the new road.

On Satﬁrday, March 22, an enthusiastic railrosd meeting(48) was held
at the.court houge in St. Johns; and there wes considerable evidence mani-
fested to show that the enthusissm was increasing. At about seven o'clock
that evening ebout fifty men with spades and shovels marched up Clinton |
Avenue headed by the Knights Templérs bend. On eech shovel was marked the
amount every man had pledged to give the proposed roed. Mre. W.,R. Hicks, Jr.
had prepared & banner with the design of a locomotive nemed "A.W. Wright,"
and her son, Andy, carried it at the head of the procession, and geve §25.
H.H. Hollenbeck came next with §150, followed by sums as low as $5. The
audience cheered the enterprise menifested by St. Johns' laboring men, and
called down blessings upon their heads. This gave new spirit to the project
and at the cloge of the meeting, the sum of $2,620 was reported as raised,

mostly in smsll subscriptions.

Gen. Spaulding and Hon. P.K. Perrin mede stirring speeches. Perrin

reporﬁed that at a small meeting in Olive Township, $1,000 wes subscribed,

47. Clinton Republicen, Vol. XXV1II? No. 4%, March 6, 1884.

48, Clinton Independent, Thurs., Mar. 27, 1884, "Another Railroad
Meeting."
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and the farmers seemed 1o be alive to the benefits of ths road. .

As of Harch 256, 1884, a correspondent reported(gg) that the surveying

party had been looking over the route betwesn Alme and Haple Rapids and ?

had pronounced it & wery good oune, and that the engineers then turned

thelr work towards St. Johns.

Another large rallroad meeting was held at St. Johns on Saturday,

Harch 29th.(50) The court bouse room was crowded and several could not get

in. Gen. Spaulding again presided and made an earnest speech, showing the
necessity of having the road. The Homorable P.K. Perrin reported that $5,000

| had 5een raised in Olive and DeWitt townships, and that $5,000 more would

be raised in those two areas. The sum of $32,000 had been raised po far in

St. Johns, leaving $28,000 yet to be raised.

H.¥, Perrin, who had already pledged $1,500, mede his subseription

$500 more, and A.J. Baldwin gave $5000. The other amounts were frem $100

down, 51) John Hicks had subscribed $4,000, St. Johns had done nobly.

Enough was already "in sight® to make St. Johns' subscriptions $35,000.

Hr. Perrin stated that in 1871 Greenbush, Binghem, Olive and DeWitt town-

ships voted $120,000 for & road from Lansing to St. Johns, (Lansing,

St. Joms & Mackinaw Réilroad). He felt thét the county peoﬁle should i

fopen up® and liberally subscribe to the new roed.

The committee, who were seeking and getiing subscriptions were obtain-

ing rebuffs from some of the more sble citizens; but it wes reported that

49. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXV1IL, Neo. 47, Thurs., March?7, 1884.

50. Detroit Post and Tribune, April 1, 1884, "They Want the Road."

51. Clinton Independent, Thursdey, April %, 1884, "Thaet Railroad."
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the committee were hard at work and they ingisted that they would get the

necessary smount. Many poor men are giving in small figures.

A Detroit newapaper,(sz) dated April 1, 1384, stated that the company

had established the grade of the new railroad between Alma and Mt. Pleasant.

It quoted the Maple Rapids Digpatch as saying that due to the indifference

of the village of Salt River and their refusal to pay $15,000 bonus to the
company, the line had been run nearly two miles west from that place and it

inferentially concluded that the village had-gone up ite own stream.

The same paper(55) on April 5th, reported that the Lansing, Alma,
| Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad would break ground at once between Alma

and Mt. Pleasant.

It went on to say that a contract fof grading six and ong—half miles
of the new road bed north of Alma was let on Monday, March 5ls£, reaching o
| point on State Road, two miles west of the village of Salt River. It was
.proposed to have the road bed between Alma and Mt. Pleasant ready for the
iron by June lst, and in operation by the first of July. Surveys had been

made and the right of way partially obtained south to Maple Rapids.

In an article by a St. Johng peper, dated April 3, 1884,(54) were

the following statements: "There is no class of people in an agricultural
comnunity that receives more benefit from railroads than farmers, and yet
when approached to give for the new road they seem to regard it as no bene-

fit to them, but & great benefit to villagers. Now the facts are, that

52. Detroit Post and Tribune, April 1, 1884.

53. Detroit Post and Tribune, April 5, 1884.

54. Clinton Independent, Thursday, April %, 1884, "Farmers and the
New Railromd."
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another railroad to St. Johns will enable our grain buyers to pay at least
three cents more per bushsl for wheat than they now do. Who gets the benefit
of that? The farmer. The same may be said with regard to corn and oats. Our
merchants get thelr goods here cheaper by the competition, and who gets the
benefit. Not the mer@hant, but the consumer. A good market 1s necessary to
ﬁake farming a profitable invegtment. No matter hpw.productive the land may
be, withogt a market, the products of the farm cannot be raised profitably
as againsf those farms that are near a good merket. While the merchant and
busineéa men will reap a benefit from the new roed, it will only be from.tha
increased business he may do, and not from inergased profit. These are facts
that our faﬁmers will do well to consider, and let them ask how much the

road is worth to them and fheﬁ give accordingly. Now or Never."

The Gratiot Journal(5%) is quoted as saying on April 3rd: "We are daily

asked if we believe the Langing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad

will be built. We answer yes, without a doubt. The money has already been
provided for, and if anyone thinks there is the least doubt about the matter,
they labor under a delusion. The road is a fixed fact and the Journal has
not questioned the good feith of the projectors from the first. The entire
line is to be placed under contract and we predict that it will be pushed as
rapidly as eny road wes ever built ip Michigan. We have the best of reagons

for thus expressing ourselves."

It was announced(56) that the Knights Templars Band would conduct a
concert on Saturday evening, April 5th, at the court house in St. Johns for

the beneflt of the new rallroad. Tickets were available at fifty cents esch

55. Clinton Independent, Thursday, April 3, 18384, "It Will Come."

88, Clinton Indevendent, Thursday, April 10, 1884.

T
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and the plea went out to support the project, the band, and pack the house.

However, the band concert did not yield a large financial harvest.(57) Only

$%6.25 was received, and after paying five dollars for expenses, the rest

wag voted to the band.

The Grutiot Journal was quoted by an Alme correspondent to the Isgbella

Entergrise(58) ag saying, "The railroad company will let jobs for bullding
the road bed from this place.(Alma) to Estee's Corners, on the State Road
west of Salt River, today, Wednesday, April 9th. The people of Forest Hill
found so much.value in the land necessary for the roed bed that the company

: concluded it was for the best interest to find land of less value on which
t0 build their road, and heve surveyed an air line from this place to Summer-
ton, since which the good people of Forest Hill would be glad to give the
right of wey and have the road; but alas! It is too late. It might be well to
gay just here, to all to whom it may concern, that the president of this
company, A.W, Wright, is a practicasl business man, s man of small words end
very few of them, but of lafge acfions and many of them. If you would do
business with this company, let no opportunities gkip you. They.intend to
have the road bed ready for the ties and iron by the firgt of June next, and

from this point to Mt. Pleagant . "

The same paper(sg) reported from Ithace that the grading contracts
from Alma northwerd were let on Wednesday, April 2nd, and the work waes to
be completed ip ninety days. Four more miles were to be let on Monday, the

l4th of the month.

57. Jbid.

58. Isebells Enterprise, Wednesdey, April 9, 1884.

59. Ibid.
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¥t. Pleasant

LY

MIDLAND COUNTY

~Summerton

”rﬁd a

ithaca Ra

GRATIOT COUNTY

Alternate routes of the proposed Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern
Reilroad from Alma northward. One suggestlon weg to go north from Alme to

Forest HL1l, thence to Salt River (Shepherd), and them to Mt. Pleasant. The

other alternative waeg to lnclude Summerton and Fstee's Corners,




An informal meeting of the proposed road was held in Lansing in the
Barnes Block on Michigan Avenue, on Wednesday evening, April 9th.(60) The
nemes of John Appleyard, Fred Thoman, FE.H. Davis And John Robson were add-
ed to the solicliting committee and preparations were made to take speedy

action in trying to secure the necessery meang to build the road.

Williem N. Brown, one of the directors of thse company, was in St. Jolms
‘on Tuesday, April 8th, and reported the raising of aid as progressing.(ﬁl)
4 rumor to the effect that the rosd from Owosso (Toledo_and Annirbor) was
going to skip St. Louis and strike Alme made more than just a flutter on the
. streets, asxit wag thought that Mr. Wrlght only wanted connection south and
if he could mske it at Owosso he would just &8 soon have it there and hence
drop the southern portion of the lins. But Mr. Brown informed all that even
if the Owosso road did pass through Alma, the road would be built through

St. Johns if the necessary bonus was raised.

Monday, &pril 14th, had been désignated as the target.date for raising
the $60,000 at St. Johns to insure the railroad from Lansing via St. Johns
to Alma and Mt. Pleasant. The court house was packed with an enthusiamstic
crowd of men and women.(62) Robert M. Steel telegraphed $8,000 from Portland,
Oregon, with his compliments to the people of Clinton County and St. Johns.
The announcement was received with wild cheers. Before the meeting closed,
$61,000 was pledged, which insured the road. The foliowing telegram wes sent:

"h.W. Wright, President of the railroad, we have our {60,000 ready according

60, Lansing Republican, Thursdey, April 10, 1884.

8l. Clinton Independent, Thursdey, April 10, 1884.

62. Detroit Post and Tribune, Tuesday, April 15, 1884.
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to contract. Waiting for the first train with the locomotive nemed
AW, Wright. (Signed) D.S. French, Charles Fowler, John Corbit, Samual C.

Walker, John Hicks, railroad committee.

St. Johns was wild with excitement and celebrated the victory with

gseveral bonfires.

The enthusiasm carried over into the following day as citlizens from
St. Johns said that having raised the $60,000, they were now ready to ralse
aid for the air line from Saginaw to Kalamazoo and that they lntended to
make it an object,.too.(ss) They also accused Maple Rapide and Lensing of

holding back in securing ald for fear St. Johns would not make her target.

Lansing said, "Don't fear for us: we will have our $35,000 ready just
as goon as St. Jolnme gets her ald ready; but we are afraid you can't raise

yours.,n(64)

Now that it had been raised, the St. Johns folks expected George P,
Sanford and O.M. Barnes to come to the front with the aid they promised from

Lansing.(as)

At a meeting held on Monday night (April 14, 1884), at St. Johns, (66)
Willie Montford, s ten year old boy, contributed a fifty-cent piece to the

raeilroad. The bresd thus cast upon the walers at once returned two-fold

6%. Detroit Post and Tribune, Thursday, April 17, 1884, dated April 15,

prsstucndteadl

1584, St. Johns.
64, Ibid.

65. Ibid.

66. Clinton Republican, Vol. YXVIII, No. 49, Thursday, April 17, 1884.
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as 8.8, Walker promptly presented the boy with a silver dollar for his

generous donation.

When the final count had been made, St. Johne hsd done itself proud,

having succeeded in raising §60,850 for the new road.

The railroad interest at DeWitt was too great for much of anything
else. A railroad dance was scheduled at the Clinton House for Thursday
eﬁening, April 17th. The charge was one dollar and everyone was urged to
turn out. It was also announced that the DeWitt band was to play for a
sugar social at the Grand Army Rooms. It was suggested thst citizens at-

tend both affeirs and still have money left to ride on the cars. (87)

The following critieal comment appeared under DeWitt News in omne of
the 3t. Johns papers:(68) "DeWitt has done nobly, and had it not been for a
few gelfish, egotistical eitizens, ete. (?), it would have got to the front
with their bonus long ago. About $7,500 was raised in this loeslity, and:
should fhe $1,000 claimed by the Langing committee be transferred to this
township, then the amount would reach nearly $9,000. DeWitt is not behind in

the way of energy and enterprise.n

A meeting was announced (69) to be held at Mt. Pleasant on the evening
of April 18, 1884, for the purpose of raising $3,000 to be devoted to assist

in the construection of the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad.

The Clinton Republican reported(70) thet A.®. Wright and Wm. N. Brown,

67. Ibid, Under DeWitt News.
68. Ibid, Under DeWitt News.

69, Detrcit Post and Tribune, Friday, April 18, 1884.

70. Clinton Republicen, Vol. XXVIII, No. 50, Thursday, April 24, 1884.
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president and vice-president of the rasilroad company, were in St. Johns
on Monday, the 2lst. They warmly congratulated the local committee upon
the prompt and sstisfectory manner in which they had performed their part
of the work, and accepted the notes. It was indicated that the surveyors

would probebly start work at St. Johns the following Mondsy.

In responée to a eall from the railroad committee, the cifizens of
Maple_Rapids and vieinity met at Perry's Hall on the evening of April
lBth.(Tl) General O.L. Spaulding, Charles Fowler, John Corbit; and Captain
David S. French of St. Johns were present, and s rousing speech was deliv-
‘ered.by Mr. Spaulding. Men, women and children responded liberally and
$4,780 was subscribed, making a total of $15,785 having been raised. A let-
ter from Vice-president Brown wes read stating that if Maple Rapids got
the road, she must raige the required bonus at once or the village would
be side-tracked and left four or five miles to the west. The group decided

to meet again at the same place on the next Saturday night.

4 notice in a Detroit newspaper(72) reported that four hundred men
were at work on the line between Alma and Mt. Pleasant as of the middle of

April.

St. Louis finelly secured the Toledo & Ann Arbor Railromd, and this
made them genuinely happy. This fact seemed to make the proposed road all

the more solid.(75)

But if anything was lacking at Lansing, it was enthugiasm and money

as the following article, under the title, "The Last Chance," which appeared

71. Ibid, Under Maple Rapids News.

72. Detroit Post and Tribune, Thursday, April 24, 1384.

73. Clinton Independent, Thursday, April 24, 1384.
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in & Lansing paper(74) would indieates "On Tuesday, (April 22, 1884),

A.W. Wright of Seginaw and William Brown of Isabella County visited Lap-
sing for the purpoge of seeing what progress had been made in securing

means for the construction of the propoged railroad. On learning as to

the amount raised ($25,000), and the exact situation of affairs along the
line from Laneging to St. Jomme, they concluded to ebandon the enterprise

at once, but finally after congultation withlﬁessre. Barnes, Turner and
others, they decided to wait one week more before a final decipion. One
thing was certain, if no further effort was made on the part of Lansing,
this important reilroead project would certainly be sbandoned, and the old

" route fromlﬂarshall to Carson City by way of Maple Rapide would be readopted.
The right of way in the latﬁer‘réute was all secured and a portion of the
road bed graded. Mr. Wright seemed very much surprised to find so little had
been done at the Lansing end of the line. A citizeng' meeting was scheduled
to be held in Busk®s Opera House on Friday, the 25th, when a finasl decision

would be reached.”

The attendance at the railroad meeting held at the Opers House waz not
large, but considerable enthuaiasm was manifestede(75) C.B. Stebbins was ap-
pointed chairman ¢f the meeting and addresces were made by Messrs Robson,
Bement, Sanford and others.llt was decided to continue the work of the com-
mittee in soliciting subscriptions. ¥r. Stebbins' name was ﬁdded to the com-
nittee; and the meeting adjourned with the plan to meet at the Common Council

Room on Tuegday night.

74, Lansing Republican, Thursday, April 24, 1884.

75. Langing Republican, Saturday, April 26, 1884.
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The Langing p&per(Ta)‘did its part in announcing the April 29th meeting.
It reported that decigive action would be taken and that it would be the -

last chance for Lansing to secure & most important business outlet.

At the meeting held in the Common Gouneil Room, (77) in the interest of
the propoped railroad; an able and eloquent gddress was made by State Insur-
ﬁnce Gommissionér, Eugene Pfingle, of Jaclksgon, Reﬁarks were also made by
Arthuar Bement, Edward Cahill; Col. Sanford and Davié French df St. Joﬁns.
sbout $1,700 was raised during the evening and several gentlemen increﬁsed
their former subscriptions. The meeting adjourned to assemble again the next

_evening at-North Lansing.

The soliciting committee met at North Lansing,(”8) but after waiting
in vain until helf past nine o'clock for an audience tc show up, the commit-

tee edjourned reluctantly, having madg no heedway in the project.

On Eaturday, April éSth, a railroéd carﬁiVal atmoaphere prevailed st
Maple Rapids.(79) At three o'clock in the afternoon; a procession marched
through the streets, headed by the Billy Begole Post, G.A.R., followed by
the steam engine of John Whittacre, drawing four carrisges, all of which
were nicely decorated with flags end mottoes. The first car denominsted the
tamoking car," contained about twenty éentlemen enjoying the festive weed
(cigars)..The second carried forty ladiesg the third, the bénd; and the
fourth, a "earload" of children. These were followed by boys with wheel-
barrows and é cheering crowd. At eight o'clock in the evening, the opera

house was crowded to its utmost cepacity. Gen O.L. Spaulding, S.B. Daboll,

76. Lansing Pepublicen, Tuesday, April 29, 1884,

77. Langing Républican, Thursdey, May 1, 1884.

78. Ibid.

79, Clinton Republicen, Thure., May 1, 1884, Under Maple Rapids News.
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~ H. Walbridge end J.H. Corbit were precent and did valuable work. The com-
mittee reported $22,943 raised; which was incressed during the evening to
$26,000. The Honcrable R.S. Vanscoy then pledged himself to raise the remaip-
ing $4,000 of the beonus and the right of way across his farm. Thus, it esteb-
lished thé fﬁct that Maple Rapids was to have the railroad. The committee wns
commended for the great amount of wqu done, and the band was given a voté of

thanks for the excelient mugic that hed been furnished.

The Ovid Union'S®)

is quoted ag saying thet St. Johns was right on the
beam; she had been succegsful in raising her share of the bonus for the new
. railroad, which after resching Mt. Pleasant, would continue in s northwest-

ern direction for some point on the lake shore (Leke Michigan).

There was serious concern in Mt. Pleasent when it was learned that the
gurvey for the new road had been changed, and insteed of going through by
Fstee's Corners, it would go to Salt River, and there was some guestion as

+0 whether it would extend farther north than Salt River ét that time.(sl)

Mr. Jim Ashley of the Toledo & Ann Arbor Railroad hed written the Salt
River people not to depend upon his road going there,(az) not at thet time,

and if they could secure the Lansing, Alme, Mt. Pleasant'road to do =o.

An article in the Mt. Pleagant paper(85) stated that the propoced rail-
roads to that place, which had already been built on pmper several times,
was now "declared off." The Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern would stop at

St. Louis, while the Lansing and Alme road would stop at Selt River. "The

80. Glinton Independent, Thursday, May 1, 1884,

8l. Isabells Enterprise, Wednesdsy, May 7, 1884,

82. Ibid.

83. Lsabella Fnterprise, Wednesday, May 21, 1884.
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fact of the business is, you can't tell much about it. The persons here
(¥t. Pleasant), who subscribed to the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern roed
have been asked to turn over the amounts subscribed to the Lansing and
Alme line. It would be very satisfactory if a meeting was called where
the metter could be discussed and action taken ss to a direct move which

should be made to secure the last mentloned line.”

A Lahsing.paper(84) printed the followiﬁg, under the title, "That
Reilroad:" "A line running north from Lansing p&ééea through the center
of a territory'some‘ﬁwenty—five miles wide of umsurpassed fertility end
very valﬁﬁble timber, which would bé a tributary to a reilroad on said
line. It is proﬁosed to Build a roéd from Lansing to Mt. Pleasaﬁt, seventy
miles, and ultimately to Lake Michigan at Frankfort, ﬁhence by water di-
rect across Lake HMichigan to the lnexhanstible iron mines of Menominee
County. Lensing, three times the largest place on the route, would be the
netural metropolis for all this central part of the state and would afford
inducements for the trade of that regiom which no other city could offer.
That it would largely increase the population and business of Lansing, no
man of good sense will doubt.’But,® says one who can see but one side of
a question, 'it will build up DeWitt and St. Johne and take away trade we
now get.' Very likely; but where it takes away one dollar, it will send us
ten. The.little produce of the north now brought to us at great expense,
would come to us é% sligﬁt cogt, and the hardwood lumber, now wholly unat-
tainable,“ﬁould easlly be obtalned, énd our manufactoriés, and of course
our population, would largely be increased,llncrease of population means an

increased value of real estate, énd an increase of business of every kind."

84, Lansing Republican, Saturday, May 3, 1884.
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'By securing $55,000 in stock or donatione in Lansing, this road will
~ be built to Mt. Plempant - 70 miles - before next year. The directors are
ready to put the surveyors into the field the minute the money is pledged;
otherwise, the work will not be commenced and not & mile will be built thie
side of Alma. °‘But,' says one, who wants somebody elpe to poke his chest-
nute out of the ashes, "the road will be built anyway.' Well, we don't know
what miracle will happen, but thie we know: all the evidence indiecates that
it will not be built; and, if not built now, it will not be in the next
fifty years. It is elready being bullt from Alma northward, and at Alma it
will go easterly to Uwosso, and thence south to Ann Arbor and Toledo; thus
1ea§ing Lansing barricaded'on both sides, and shut out from the eustom of
all the country north of us aé effectunlly as if we had a Chinese wall along
the nporth line of Ingham County.

fien of Lansing -~ men who have any spirit of enterprise im your soulea!
Shall we let pass this opportunity, when we have but to reach out our hand
to grasp the business while this rich section of the country, yet but par-
tially developed, will give us? Will you stand in your own light because
the light will shine upon now and then a drons who refuses to contribute

his share to the industrial hive?

'"The tims in which this money was to be ralsed to secure the road was
limited to the first of May. At that time the committee had secured $22,010,
leaving the amount $13,000 short. Mr. ﬁright, the president, has been written
to, aakiﬁg for more time, which it is hoped he will grant. If half of the
citizens of Lansing will bestir themselves, the other half may settle back
in their traces, and ask the farmer to draw the loed, snd the wheels will
move. If men worth their thousands will covet the odium of the world by fold-

ing their hands while we of moderate mesns bulld up the eity, let us
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"agcept the situation," and when they die give them a monument worthy of
their fame. And if we fail to raise the balance of this sum, let us appeal
to the women of Lansing, and they will secure it, as other women bullt the
Bunkerhill monument twénty-five years after the men had got it up one hun-
d?ed feet and ebandoned it in dispair. If we do not raise this money, Lan-
ging will be & laughing stock to the enterprisiﬁg cities around us,.aa they
reap the harvest we have not enterprise enough to win. (Signed)

A Disgusted Committee Man"

Another railroad meeting waes eslled for the evening of May 12th to de-
~ cide the fate of the project. It was reported(as) that the committee still
hung to its work with commendable zesl and had now reached $28,600. The
attendance at the meeting was so slim that the meeting was not formally
called to order but resolved itself into a general conference between the

compittee and Mr. Brown, who was present.

Real estate talk and the inflationary trend of such sgain took a

prominent place in the papers of the area.

The Lancing Telegram(ss) is quoted as saying: "A certain man in this

town owne a farm of thirty-two acres in the northern part of the city,
which he has had platted into city lots with the expectation of the new
railroad enhancing its value, yet he could not be persuaded to subscribe

s single dollar to secure the road."

One St. Johns paper reported(87) that at Maple Rapids at least one-—

half dozen well-to-do business men from the surrounding townships were

85. Laneing Republicen, Tuesdey, May 13, 1884.

86, Clinton Independent, Thursday, May 29, 1884.

87. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. %, Thursday, May 29, 1884,
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preparing to move into the village and engage in business juet as soon as
- the railroad became a certainty.

Ancther article loudly acclalmed that the St. Johnc railroad boom had
reached as far as New Baltlmore in Macomb County. (88) W.A. Pithe of that

place WaE looking for s blacksmith shop that he ecould rent. |

The Lansing Reoublican(ag) spoke of a St Jolmsite who wasg certain that

the road wouldn't be of any benefit to him when the soliciting committee
called on him, held at $2,000 a piece of real estate, which he had offered

for $800 before the railroad talk commenced.

b Dewitt item(%0) reported that it was astonishing whet fabulous .
prices some of their property owners wanted for lots, just on the strength

of & reilroad in the near future.

The surveying party, with chief engineer Thomes, was extremely busy
soutimard from Maple Rapids and St. Johns during the last week of May and
the_first week of June. They were reported at Dewitt(91) on May 26fh st work
at the crossing of the Lookinglass Riyer north of the grist mill. (The mill
site can easily be seen ss yet just east of the oldrabaﬁdonea interurban

crossing.)

On May 28, the lsabella FEnterprise quoted the Alma Record as saying(gg)

"Work on the line of the new railroad between Mt. Plessgant and Salt River

is being asctively pushed and it 1s probeble that the grade will be finished

88, Clinton Republiean, Vol. XXIX, No. 2, Thursday, May 22, 1884.

89. Lansing Republican, Saturday, May 17, 1884.

90. Clinton Republicsn, Vol. XXIX, No. 1, Thursday, May 15, 1884.

91l. Clinton Republiecan, Vol XYIX No. 3, Thnrsday, May 29 1884.
92. Isabella Fnterprise, Wednesday, May 28 1884. '
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to that place (Salt River) within sixty days. Lansing had pledged the full

- amount asked of her and now business begins in earnest.”

That Lensing bad achieved her quota or bonus is of considerable ques-
tion, for there camnot be found any'confirmation:in any of the local and
dailj néwébﬁpafa: the Detroit press.and phrticularly the Lansing papers.

" She was needing close to $7,000 at the last published report. o)

In early June of 1884, prominent busineas prospectives became known.
Constantine Gruber of Fowler made it knoﬁn,(94) that he intended to erect
a large greinFelévator at Maple Répidsnjusﬁ as.aoon a8 the 1ron'was.1£id on
the"ﬂéhsiﬁg, Almﬁ & ﬁt.\?leasént road. It.was announced ét Deﬁitt(gs) that
goo&-respdﬁaible parties would put an elevator there with a capaecity of.ten
to fifteen thousand bushels just as soon ag the ﬁew railroad was completed

_between Lansing and St. Johns.

'On June 19th, it was'reported(gs) that Vice-presldent, William Brown,
was in St. Johns. He said he thought that nothing more than the grading
" would be done before fall, and he emphaticelly denied that Mr. Wright had
“any idea of abandoning the enterprise. He stated that the reason for the
delay was that ties could be obtained much cheaper in the winter; and, that
" the financial crash in New York City made it difficult to ralse cash on’

gecurities.

9%, Lansing Republican, Thursday, May 15, 1884.

94. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 4, Thursday, June 5, 1884,

95. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 5, Thursdsy, June 12, 1884,

- 96. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 6, Thursday, June 19, 1684,




59,

(97)

The Detroit Post and Tribune is quoted as saying: "Everything

1s dull at present,” said an old railroad builder yesterday, "and I think
we will have to wait until after the President is elected and then every-
thing will pick up again. I have been looking for a contract on the Lan-
sing, Alma, Mt. Pleassnt line and the Toledo, Ann Arbor and Northern, and
they told me that work would stop on the line at St. Louis, and it was very
doubtful if the other would go at all." '

It was announced by both of the papers at St. Johns, the Clinton

Reggblican(gs)
of the president of the railroad company had recently died at Saratoga,

and the Clinton Independent(gg) thaet Mrs. AW. Wright, wife

New York. It was explained that her sickness of late had prevented him

from looking more closely to the affairs of the new line.

The Clinton Independent of Thursday, July 24, 1884, quoted the Detroilt

Post and Tribune:(loo) “The report in circulation that the projected Lan-
sing, Alne, Mt. Pleasant road has been abandoned owing to the doubtful na-
ture of the subscription list in aid of the road is untrue. Information of

unquestionable relisbility is received by the Post and Tribune that the rosd

will be pushed forward im due time and that there is not a rallway project
in the country that has better financlal backing. ¥anaper Wright, who has
the project in hand, is wealthy enough to build the road himself; still,
there 18 a pum of $100,000 subscribed in aid of the road, running at ten

percent, and has first class security behind it, and neerly $80,000 cash

97. Detroit Post and Tribume, Wednesday, June 18, 1884. -

98. Clinton Eepublicean, Vol. XX1X, No. 2, Thursday, July 10, 1884,

99, Clinton Independent, Thursday, July 10, 1884,

100. Clinton Independent, Thuredey, July 24, 1884,
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Seginaw Yo

St. Louls
(June 27, 1884)

e, .
__ ! o,

I

Ithaca
(June %, 1884)

North Star

Bannister

Sometime in the early 1870's, a project of a railroad called the Toledo,
Ann Arbor & Northwestern was stimulated and talked about considerably. The
road was to include Owosso, and then to traverse in a northwesterly direction
through Gratiot County, with Big Rapids as one of its principal points. The
plan did not materiallze in its entirety, but & portion was built and operat-—
ed from Toledo morth as far as South Lyon, in southwestern Oskland County.
The extension lay dormant until 18683 when it wéa revived and taken up by the

Ashleys of Toledo: Ex-gov. Ashley of Ohio ard his BONS.
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enough to build the road from Langing to St. Johns, is in the hands of
the projectors. The present inactivity along'the line is'due to the tem-
porary withdrawal of Vr. Wright, who was called home by serious illness

in his family."

On July Zlst, a Clinton paper(i0l) revealed that A.W. Wright would
make his home at Alma and would help to build up its material interests

end look after the new railrosad.

-Raierad news along the Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant road was notice-
ably migsing during July and August; however, it wes reported that the
Maple Repids Dispatch(10?) said that S.5. Walker of St. Johns had spent a
 week at Mt. Pleasant, Alma_éﬁé St. Louis, and that he came home feeling
confident that the new raillroad would be built from lLansing te Mt. Pleas-

ant before winter_would set in.

The Hon. Frank Dodge of Lansing sald that he had been informed that
work would be commenced on the Langing & St. Johns railroad the next

week. (105)

On August 7, 1884, the Clinton Independent reported that regular

trains were running over the Toledo and Ann Arbor road from Owosso to

St. Louis.

In early September; the same paper(104) indicated that they had been

asked time after time whether they thought the railroad would be built to

101. Clinton Independent, Thursdey, July 31, 1834.

102. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 14, Thursday, August 14, 1884,
103, Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 13, 1884, Thursday, August 7.
104. Clinton Independent,Thursday, September 25, 1884,
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Lansing or not, and when. Their response was that from the latest infor-
mation in their possession was thaet the road would be graded and ties de-

livered slong the line that winter.

E.R. Reed of the Maple Rapids Dispateh and A.W. Lockwood attended a

board of directors meeting of the Lansing, Alma & Mt. Plessent roed on
Mondsy evening, September 15, 1834, at Alma. Dey Vanfleet of S5t. Johns was
slso there. Mr. Wright hed just returned from the East, where he had been
arranging his private matters snd he wes not fully enough posted on the
condition of things slong the line to ssay definitely whet would be done st
_ that time. The board adjourned for one week. During thst time Mr. Wright
and Vice-president Brown would visit lansing and St. Johns, ancd then re-
port at the next meeting when & decision would be reached whether they
would proceed with the work that fall or not; Reed indicated that he could
see no resason to be discouraged about the rosad being built, although he

felt thet active work might be postponed that fall.(los)

Both Reed and Lockwood sttended the next board meeting,(108) Septem-
ber £22nd. For gome reason the members from Mt. Pleasant and Salt River
were not precsent, and the balance of the board would not take any decided
gction until & full board could be present. Mr. Wright, however, informed
the directors ané stockholders present that he wes ready to proceed just
as soon ss they were. Negotiations were pending for the floating of the
bonds of the road, and it wes Reed's opinion that the first railroad pro-
ject to be revived would be the Lansing and Alma road. Secfetary Pollasky

had been in Chicago the previous week to receive bids on vsrious materials

105, Clinton Indegendent, Thursday, September 13, 1384.

106. Clinton Independent, Thursday, September 25, 1334.




for the roed, and he reported to the board very favorable terms. Mr.
Wright proposed to beck the bonds of the road with his own personel pro-
perty. Reed indicated that Wright hed plenty and that he, Reed, =till

had faith in the project.

.Marcus Pollasky, Secretary of the Lansing, Alma railroad, informed
s correspondent of the ggégggg.negubliéag(107) about the middle of Octo-
‘ber that the assessments on the stockholders had nearly all been paid;
that the prospecte were that the balance would be paid soon and that .
President Wright had expressed his determination to then go aheaakand

build the road.

Pollasgky was guoted in the Glintog.;ggependegg(los) as séying that

the railroad would be built before the notes would outlaw, July 1, 1885,

The magnitude of the Wright enterprises and of the Steel mills was
revealed in the following excerpts: the A.W. Wright Lumber Company of
Saginaw will get out 15,000,000 feet of logs that winter (1884-1385) (109)
and R.M. Steel will cut out 3,000,000 feet of logs in his Hamilton,

" Gratiot County pinery that winter.‘llo)

The statement that was reported December 11, 1884, in a Clinton pa-
per that all the ties necessary for the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant and

Northern Railroad had been purchased and were tb be delivered in the

107. Clinton Republicanm, Vol. XXIX, No. 24, Thursday, Oct. 2%, 1384,
108, Clinton Independent, Thureday, October 20, 1884.
109. Clinton Independent, Thursday, November 20, 1884.

110. Clinton‘Independeng. Thursday, January 1, 1885,
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spring(lll) brought about sharp deniels from her sister competitor in

2t. Jolme and Mt. Pleasant.

The Clinton Republican's rebuttal(llz) was as follows: "The state-

ment that ceme out last week that all the ties for the railroad had been
purchesed was without foundetion. No ties had yet been purchased for the
propoged line between lLansing and S5t. Johne. A.W. Wright and ¥m. N. Brown
were in St. Johms the previous week and asked for an extension of the

notee beyond July 1, 1885, the time set for the completion of the road.

The committee decided that to be impracticable. A manufactu;er of reils

hes offered to furnish rails for twenty percent of their value in cash

and take bonde of the road for the balance. It is the opinion of those

best poeted that some arrangement would yet be perfected to save the road."

A Maple Rapide correspondent reported(lls)

that he kad met with

W.5. Turek, of Alme, one of the directors of the Langing, Alma, Mt. Pleas-
ant & Northern line, and that Turck would not commit himself as to whe-
ther the road would be built or not; however, negotiatione were still

pending for purchasing msterials.

The Mt. Pleagant paper(ll4)

quoted the following from the St. Johns
Republican "Anything new about the resilroad?" ig the gquestion ssked of
ug every day. No move has yet been made toward commencing work on this

section of the Lensing, Alms & Mt. Pleasant railroad, and we wouldn't bet

a nickel to a dime that the road will be built. The annual meeting of the

111. Clinton Independent, Thursday, December 11, 1884.

112, Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 22, Thurs., Dec. 18, 1884,

113. Clipton Republican, Vol, XXIX, No. 35, Thurs., Jen. 8, 1885,

114. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, January 20, 1885,
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stockholders will be at Alma, February 5th, and it is probable that the

fiat of life or death to the cnterprise will then go forth.

It was reported on January 22, 1885,(115) th&t Messrs. R.M. Steel,
John Hicks and David S. French of St. Johns were looking éfter their in-
terestes (lumber) in Gratiot and Isabella counties during the prat week,
and that they would hold a consultation with the offidérs of the pro-

poged line ag to the prospects for its completion.

The same paper onlJanuary 29th, indicated a very pessimistic view by
the following statement:(lls) ﬂWé learn from s reliable source that the
chences are very slin fqr the building of the railroad from Lansing to
Mt. Pleasant,'and that the'compény'is negotiatiﬁg with the Toledo and Ann

‘Arbor road to run to Alma, thus giving them a southern outlet et Owosgo."

At the meeting of the stockholders of the road, held at Alma on
February 5th, it was decided‘to go on with the work on the line at once.
The speeéhes of the heévy'stockholders-remiﬁded one of a religious revival
when all are cerfain they will ﬁgit thar." On the affirmation of President
Wright that st least a part of the road would be ironed during‘the coning

spring, all present departed "in faith believing.“(;17)

The following was quoted from the Gratiot County Herald:(118) nrhoge

timorous souls whd have of late been prophesying that St. Louis is yet
likely to be left at the tail end of & stub'road, while Alma gets the main

line, will doubtless heave a sigh of relief when they learn that James M.

115. Clinton Independent, Thursday, January 22, 1885.

116. Clinton Independent, Thursday, January 29, 1885,

117. Ilsabella Enterprise, Friday, February 13, 1885.

118. Clinton Independent, Thursday, February 12, 1885,
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Ashley had purchased the salt block and connections. He 1g not likely to
make investments of thousands of dollars im St. Louis and then deliber-
ately run the road around us and leave his own property and manufactur-

interests high and dry. Hardly!"

E.R. Reed, of Maple Rapids, attended the annusl stockholders' meet-
ing at Alma on Febrﬁary 5th, 1885.(119) He reported the following from
that meeting: "A.W. Wright informéd the.company ﬁhat he:had completed his
arrangements for the money to build the road and that the link from Alﬁa
to Mt. Pleasant would be built immediately. He gave the reporter a writ-

. ten guarantee that if the notes at St. Johns were extended four months,
he would complete the road from Lansing to that place by November 1, 1885,
and that those of Maple Rapids were extended to another season (7), the

company would build from St. Johns to Alma in 1886.

'We are fully convinced that if people of these two places will tske
into consideration the paralyzed condition of the country for the past
nine months, and how impossible it has been to push any enterprise requir-
ing large amounts of money, they will not stend in their own light and re-
fuge a concession whieh does not cost them anything. It is an utter im-

poseibility now to complete the road to St. Johns or to this place (Maple

Rapids) in the life time of the notes. We are confident the vompasiy mesus - -

business and will push the road if these rezsonsble requests are granted.
By this eoncession, we stand a probable chence of getting the coveted

road. By fefusing it, we lose all chances for a railroad."

At & railroad meeting held af Maple Rapids on February loth(lzo) it

119, Ibid., gquoted from the Maple Rapids Dispatch.

120. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXIX, No. 41, Thurs., February 19, 1885.
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was resolved to extend the notes and make them payable to any company that
would give them the first road to Lansing. Isaac Hewitt, R.M. Swigart, and

E.R. Reed were appvinted as a committee to confer with the railroad commit

tee at St. Johns as to the most advisable steps to be taken ln repgard to -
the matter of extending their notes. The general consensus was that if Mr.
Wrigﬁt wanted the notes extended, why not have a meeting called and set-
tle fhe question. Maple Rapids® people wanted a proposition and they want-
ed it from the best authority.

On February 19, 1885, two items appeared in the Clinton Independent

‘that referred to the diversity of the Wright enterprises=(121) the
A.%. Wright Lumber Company of Samginaw had added seven hundred feet to its
dock property, and A.W, Wright was about to bulld a large pork packing

establighment at Alma.

A1l matters relative to the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern
Railroad were at a dead standstill for peveral weeks; however, on April
28, 1885, S.W. Fopkins in a letterY2%) to the editor of the Isabells
Enterprise indicated the following concern: "Suppose further that death,
gooner or later does take all men, should cut down Mr. Wright, (his death
18 recorded as May 5, 1912) and that before we get a southern road. What
would be our chance to get one? We would be left. Mt. Pleasant would have
only her stub. Towns around her, with two roasds, could offer better trad-
ing and shipping inducements, and would draw the custom, grow in populs-
tion and wealth, while we would stand still; while if we got the road, we
shall be the better polnt. Trade will come here. This town will grow and

we will double our population in the next five years. (Reasons Why You

121. Clinton Independent, Thursday, February 19, 1885.

122. Isebells Enterprise, Friday, May 8, 1885,
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Should Vote Aid to the Railroad).®

(123)

A telegram to the Detroit Evening News stated that the engineers

of the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michigen Reilroad were running a line
thrbugh Alma, with the intention of making that the main line and leaving
the line to 5t. Louis as & stub. The question arose whether or not Mr.
Wright succegafully played the Lansing & St. Johne railroad scheme as &

bobtailed flush with which to bluff Mr. Ashley.

.F. Denny Larke, of Rogers City, Presgue Isle Coﬁnty, was in DeWitt

- ' 124
on Saturdasy, May lsth( )

oh important buginess ;n connection with a cer-
‘tain biil.fhen before the legislature. While in DeWitt, he spok e in high
praise'of.the locality ag a érain section and he could not understand why
the town was.without railrosad faciliﬁiesp fhe DeWitt correspondeqt indi--
cated that the town felt the same way. Perhaps the directors of the Lan-
sing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Horthern road knew slong with Col. Ashley and

Company.

Maplé Rapids was determined it was to have 2 railroad. A m eeting(las)

of the business men was held in the evening of May 29, 1885, end steps were
taken preparatory to organizing s stock company which would give them an

outlet to Lansing.

(126) . June 11, that I.N. Shepard

The Clinton Independeni reported
and A.W. Wright had purchased $15,000 worth of machinery for their new

roller process mill at Salt River. Also, that Mt. Pleasant and Uniocn Town-

12%. Clinton Republiean, Vol. XXX, No. 2, Thurs., May 21, 1885.

124. Ibid, Under DeWitt News.

125. Clinton Republicanm, Vol. XXX, No. 4, Thurs., June 4, 1885,

126. Clinton Independent, Thursday, June 11, 1885,
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shipe, Isabella County, had voted $15,000 apiece "for public improvements"

-~ that is in ald of the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michigan Railroad.

The talk at Mt. Pleagant around the middle of September l27)

was to - a
the effect that after all the blow and bluster, they were not going to I
have the railroad from Alma to Mt. Pleesent thst year. The bonds called

for the arrival of trains at that place (Mt. Pleasant) on January lst, and

eg work hed not been commenced on the north gide of Salt River, the chan-

cec were very slim for the road to reach ¥t. Pleassent at that time. It was

talked around that the parties there who had been interested and active
had invested means at Salt River and were willing that the road should ter-

minete there for that time to give thet place a boom. The St. Louis Demo-

erat remarked, in speaking about it that there "is & large-sized 'contra-

band' in the fence.?

A correspondent from Alme to the Gratiot Journal aaid:(lza) "The

Lansing, Alme & Mt. Pleasant Railroad Company resumed the work of laying
iron on the road on September Ezhd. The strapé, for which they had been
long waiting, hed arrived. The design then was to push the work. They had
aﬁ engine on the road, and the company had iron enough to lay to Salt
River. It was understood that contracts had been made for encugh to cbm*

plete the road to Mt. Pleasant. é

(129)

It was reported ocut of Issbells County that the Lansing Repub-

lican had used the same writing as published on September 18th about the

probability of the railroad not going there that fall, and placed the

same under the heading of "Celamities." The reilroad talk of the latter

127. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, September 18, 1885,

128. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, September 25, 1885.
129. Ibid.



70.

part of September was that there was to be a railroad and that the right of

way wag all secured. "It takes a mighty big heap of talk to build a rallroad

anyway . "

A Salt River reporter indicated that they expected the raillroad dur-
ing the week of October §, 1885.(150) It was reported that I.N. Shepard was
hauling lumber from Dushville, preparatory to shipping it over the new

railroad.

As of the 8th of October, it was reported that the iron rail was laid

to within two miles of Salt River.(lSI}

Late in the month of October, it was rumored *32) that the Flint &
Marquette Railrcad Company had obtained control of the Seginaw Valley and
8t. Louis, and still another report stated that the Lansing, Alme & Wt.
Pleasant Railrocad would be operated by the Saginaw Valley & St. Louis

Railroad.

An election wag held on Friday, Octokber 30, 1885, to determine the
extension of time for the railroad bonde to July 1, 1886.(153) There were
206 votes cagt in favor of it and 18l against extension, thus the Mt,
Pleasant citizens felt that they might expect the railroad by that time.
It was anticipated that the grading between Mt. Plessant and Selt River

would be finished that winter, if the weather would permit.

Inasmuch as the Alma and Mt. Pleasant railroad was niecknamed the

"LAMP Road," it cannot be assumed that it cast any light on an already

130. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, October 2, 1885.

131. Isabells Enterprise, Friday, October 9, 1885,

132. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, October 23, 1885.

133. Ibid.
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gloomy picture.

=
Messrs. Ashley and Turck were in Mt. Pleasant on November lBth(l”4)

looking after the interests of the railroads. It was expected that the

grading would commence immediately.

The Clinton Republican reported(lss) that Salt River was making an ef-
fort to raise a bonus of $50,000 to induce the Toledo & Ann Arbor road to
locate their shops in that village. It was also known that the village was

gseeking incorporation.

On November 26, 1885, the same weekly(156)

gave notice that Major
Anderson, the well-known railroad solicltor, was operating between Flaile
and Greenville on & proposed road to run between those points, teking in
the flouring town of Maple Rapids and Also Carson City. It wae reported
that it would be operated in the interest of the Toledo, Ann Arbor & North-

ern Michigan Railroad.

Rumors were about everywhere as people discussed the railroad situa-
tion and it was evident by the following article: "on December 4th,* it
wag reportedSIS7) the Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant Rsilroad hsd been
leased to the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michigan Rasilroad for ninety-

nine yeara.®

Also, a St. Louis correspondent to the Seginaw Evening News said:(lsa)

"It seems to be pretty well established that the Toledo line hag obtalned

134. Issbells Enterprise, Friday, November 20, 18885.

135, Clinton Republican, Vol. XXX, No. 28, Thureday, Nov. 19, 1885,

1%8. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXX, No. 29, Thursdsy, Nov. 26, 1885,

187. Ilsabells Enterprise, Friday, December 4, 1885,
138. Ibhid
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control of the Lansing and Mt. Pleasant road. Just where the comnection
with the latter road will be made is not deterﬁined, in fact the officers
of the rosd are very reticient, quite non-commital. A rumor that has
gained conaiderable credence is, that there will be a compromise between
the Detroit, Lansing & Northern snd the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern

Michigan Reilroad by which the former will withdraw from Ithaca, and the

latter from St. Louis. At present, both tracks strike both towns. The con-

necting link has to be made and the determination of the officlals is

anxiously looked for."

The Detroit Evening News was quoted by a St. Johns! weekly(159)

early in December that A.W. Wright, the real owner of the Lansging, Alma,
and Mt. Pleasant rallway, having failed in his negotiations to lease the
road, intended to operate it himself in the course of a week or ten days

and planmed to extend the roed south toward Lansging at once.

An Alma correspondent to the Detrolt Evening News was quoted(l40)

as thinking there was no longer any doubt that the Toledo, Apn Arbor &

Northern had gobbled up the Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant road.

The following appeared in the Isabella Fnterprise, dated Dacember
(141)

11th, 1885.

"Mr. Editor, - Please give space in your valuable paper to the fol-
lowing remonstrance, which was passed at a recent meeting of the litera-
ture club of Shepard Cihy,‘Noel., Longfellow, Sandy and Nomis being

present:

129. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXX, No. 31, Thurs., Dec. 10, 1885,
140. Ibid.

141. Isebella Enterprise, Friday, December 11, 1885,

sttty




"We, the undersigned, members of the literary club of Shepard City,
No.l., solemnly protest to the meme of Shepard City, which neme is given to
& little hamlet, which eertain Wright, Wrong & Company have built at the
outskirts of the old and far-femed watering place, and the home of puper-
named politiclens, the village of Salt River, in the land of Coe, Nothing
but jealousy caused them to do so. Had it not been for the celebrity which
our city has attained, they would never have dresmed of glving £hat name to
their place; and hed it not been for the industry of the inhebitants of
Shepard City, No. l., they would never hed the chance of building thet in-
significant little place, over which they meke such a fuss. Let's draw a

‘parellel between the two and see.

"No. 1. They boast of & railroad! So do we. Our railroad haz done more
bupiness in its day than yours ever did. Of course, the cars on our roasd
were dragn by horseg; and yours, you claim by steam, as propelling power;
but thet remalins to be geen. All the difference between the two roads is the
same, which you would appropriated had there been & possible clause. Our
road is called the "Tramroad," and yoﬁrs the "Lamp Road."

(Later)

No. 6. Did we not furnish all the tiez for your railroad? Oh! what in-

gratitudef™

The Mt. Pleasant paper dated December 11, 1885, had several articles

pertinent to the railway.

one, (142) under the title, Gratiot County News," steted that the Lan-

ging, Alma & Mt. Pleasant Railroad were extending their line southward from

142. Isabellea Enterprise, Friday, December 11, 1885.
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Alme to the river, where they hsd started thelir bridge toward Lansing.

In an article written by George M. Frary of St. Louis, Michigen, under

4
n(142) dated December

the title of "Unbounded Resources of Leabella County,
11, 1885, he said, "The primcipal and most needed commodity for the inhabi-
tants of Isabella County is a railroad leading from here (Mt. Pleasant)

southeasgt to the commercial centers. It metters not what company bullde the

roed, only so0 we get the same as qulckly as possible."

Under the heading, "Selt River Jottings,"(l44) it was reported that
Mr. I.N. Shepard took a heerty laugh when the article of the two Shepard
Cities in-laat week's lgsue mppeared. I1.N. can appreclate a joke as well as

anybody. (signed) Longfellow.

(145) 410t until the Lensing, Alma & Mt. Pleas-

Algo, it was reported
ant railroad reached Salt River, that village could boast of but a hundred
full-grown soulg; but, then 1t had a population of four hundred, and had

changed its name to Shepherd.

On December 17, 1885, the Ithaca Journal(l46) is quoted as saying,

"an item is now floating through our state exchanges to the effect that
A.W. Wright will operat®s the Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant railrcad him-
self, having failed to lease the lime to the Ashley interest. The Journal
hag the best authority for contradicting this étatement, and also to add
the arrangements for the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michigan to oper-

ate the "Lamp Roed® are fully fixed."

143. Ibid.
144. Ibid.

145. Ipabella Enterprise, Friday, December 11, 1885,

148. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, December 18, 1885, Under Gratiot News.
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Good news reached the reilroad enthusiasts and otheras of the Central

(147) ¢t

Michigan area, when it was announced in the Mi., Pleasant weekly
A.W. Wright, president of the A.W. Wright Lumber Company and of the Lan-
sing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant road was married to Miss Amna Case of Exeter,

Ontario, on December Rlst.

It was made known the following week(l48)

that work on the railroad
bed between Mt. Pleasent and Salt River (Shepherd) was progressing. A gang
of twenty men were at work near Salt River for a man who has a contract

for one mile. Stumping and graeding were in progress.

(149) {1t George L. Little,

"On January 22, 1888, it was reported
surveyor, wag running a line between Mi. Pleasant and Salt River for the

Langing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant Rallroed.

Incidentally, the following item appeared under "Gratiot County News"

on the sanme date=(150)

"The Michigan Normal School and Buginess College

now located at Fenton, Michigan, will probably be removed to Alma.

A.W. Wright gives $20,000 towards the project if the Almaites will assipn

him about $10,000 worth of the stock they hold in the Lensing, Alms, M. Pleas-
ant & Northern Reilroad. The citizens are willing to do this, and Alma thus

gecures the educational institution.®

Both of the St. Johms' weeklies published an announcement on February

4th, 1886, stating that those who gave their notes to build the Lansing,

147. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, December 25, 188S5.

148, Isabella Enterprise, Friday, January 1, 1886.

149, Igabella Enterprise, Friday, Januvary 22, 1888.

150. Ibid.
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Alma line could pick them up at Fowler and Ball's hardware store in St.

Johng after the first of Marcho(lSI)

At the annual meeting of the stockholders of the Lansing, Alma, Mt.

Pleszant & Northern Railroad Company(lsz) held at Wright's Opera House,

in the village of Alma, op February 11, 1886, the old board of directors
were re-elected, énd the following were again nemed officers for the en-
suing year: Ammi W. Wright, president and general manager, Alma; William N.
Brown, vice-president, Mt. Pleasant; William S. Turck, treasurer, Alma;

and Marcus Pollasky, secretary, attorney and auditor, Alma. It was voted to

push the work on the northern sxtension as fast as the weather would per-

mit.

The following from Marcus Pollasky, of Alma and the secretary of the

road, 1s in response to a letter suggesting that the written edntract, so
(152)

far as St. Johng was concerned, bad besn complied with:

"This is the first time we ever heard it asserted that the terms of
the written contract or agreement were ever complied with. On the eon-
trary, we always supposed that the city of Lansing never did only a small
part towards complying with the terms of the agreement, and as Lansing
never did, and claimed they could not comply, we understood that the St.
Johns' committee, because of Lansingls fellure, did not deem it advis-

able to prosecute their work to completion by getting the right of way

and depot grounds. The Lansing' and St. Johng' committee met, divided

151. Clinton Republiecan, Vol. XXX, Ne. 20, Thurs., Feb. 4, 1386.

152, Igabella Enterprise, Friday, February 12, 1886,

15%. Clinton Republican, Vol. XXX, No. 53, Thurs., Feb. 25, 1886,
under the title, "Lansing Responsible for its Failure.*
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their territory and made thelr arrangements to carry on their work, and
when the St. Johms' committee had done most efficlently and effectively
a good portion of their work, they discovered that the Lansing committee
had done but little towards complying with the written agreement, and
the 8t. Johns' gentlemen, with the sesme energy and public spirit which

they carried into their own work, turned their attention towards assist-

ing Lansing, as did also some members of the compsny to see if the terms
of the agreement could not be complied with, and not until it became

certain that Lansing would not cowply, was any thought of giving up the

work entertained.

"That the matter may be distinctly understood, and all parties
placed right before your readers, will you do us the favor to insert the

written agreement, copy of which is herewith enclosed. (The proposition

and resolutions appeared heretofore under the comprehensive report made

by the Clinton Independent, dated March 20, 1384, titled, "The Railroad.")

It will be seen at a glance that its terme never were complied with. Had
Lansing entered into the entgrprise with the same spirit as did the peo-
ple of St. Johns, the road would have been bullt;, and trains rumnning be-
tween Lansing and Mt. Pleasant today, as everyone who is at all conver-
sant with the facts knows.

Very Truly,

Marcus Pollasky,

Sec'y. L. A. Mt. P. & N, R. R. Co."

(It might be proper to add that Hon. George P. Sanford and Hon. Frank
Dodge were paid $641 by the rallroad company for their services, while the
St. Johns' committee worked for nothing and bearded themgelves.,

Fd. - Otis Fuller).
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(According to Secretary Pollasiky, the origimal copy of the heretofore men-
tioned proposition and resolutions of sald company with St. Johns wag re-

celved and filed at 7 p.m., March 1Z, 1884,

Railroad news along the proposed line of the Langing, Alme road was
at a low ebb during March and most of April of 1886. Lansing and Clinton

had nothing in their c¢olumns that had anything to do with the road.

(154)

On April 23, the Gratiot Journal wae quoted in the Mt. Pleas-

ant paper that a large force of men were at work grading the bed for the
railroad and had reached the Wallace Preston farm. Also, that A.W. Wright
was haviﬂg a line running from the Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant Rallroad
to cénnect with the Toledo; Ann Arbor & Northern Michigsn at St. Louls.
The old bed of the Chicago, Saginaw and Canada Railroad between St. Louis
and Alme was to be used for the extension of the Toledo, ann Arbor &
Northern Michigan, northward from S5t. Louis via Alma. It was understood
that satisfactory arrangemente had finally been perfected between Ammi
Wright and the Ashley interest for the use of what 1is known as the "Lamp
Road," which was ironed from Alms to Shepherd. The fact that the abandoned
bed of the C. S. & C. road between St. Louis and Alma had been secured was

evidence that such a scheme had actually been entered into.

inother article on the same date(lss)

revealed that when the Chicago,
Saginaw & Canada Rallroad went into the hands of the Detroit, Lansing &
Northern, it was united with the Saginaw Valley at Alma, and one of the
tracks between Alme apd St. Louis was taken up. The Toledo, Ann Arbor &

Northern Michigan had purchased. the abandoned bed, and would thus tap and

154. Isabelle Enterprise, Friday, April 2%, 1886.

165, Ibid.
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gwallow up the L.A.M.P. R.R., which was completed between Alma and Shep-

herd, graded to Mt. Pleasant and surveyed to Evart.

-
On April 30, 1886, the St. Louis Leeder was quoted as saying(lOG)

"J.C. Cerland, the popular train master (superintendent) of the Northern
divigion of the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Nichigan Railroad informs us

that the arrangements are now completed and that the Lensing, Alma, & Mt.

Plesgent Reilroad is now in full possession of the former road, and that

he ig in full charge of the latter, as superintendent of conetruction, in

sddition to the duties of his former position. Instead of sny poseible
loss to &b, Loulas, as has all aslong been predicted by certain over-easu-
‘tioué crogkers, our village:gains by the arrangement, as the headquarters
of the lansing, Alma, & Mt. Pleasant road hss been moved to St. Louis and
Mr. Carland will push the extension of the road from Alma to this village

(8t. Louis) as well as from Salt River to Mt. Pleasant as fast as men snd

money cen do it, and by July lst will hsve traing running from hsre to
Mt. Pleasant in connection with the trains on the Toledo, Ann Arbor &

Northern Michigan, with St. Louis as headquarters of both roads.”

On May 14, it wee reported(IST)

that the rallrosd wes graded to with-
in the Mt. Pleasant village limits. The steel for the rails was expected

BOOM .

,(158)

Also, under "Raeilroads to be Built This Year, it was stated

that the Wright road; known as the "Lamp line" {from its initiale) would

open twenty miles that seesson; being already partlally comstructed.

156. Issbella Enterprise, Friday, April 30, 1886.

157. Isabella Fnterprise, Fridey, May 14, 1886.

i58. Ibid.
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(159) as saying that the job of fencing the

The Alma Record was quoted
Lansing, Alma & Mt. Pleasant Railroad between Alma and Mt. Pleasent had

been let to G.T. Kress.

The Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Railroad had planned to build a pas-

senger and freight depot at Shepherd twenty-two feet by twenty-four feet.

This was deemed too small, so Messrs. Wright and Shepard offered to pay
the difference and it was reported(lso) that a commodious dbrick structure

would be erected.

(161)

On Jupne 18th, it wag announced that one mile of track was laid in

" one day between St. Louis and Alma.

(182) stated that the laborers were within three miles of

Another item
Mt. Pleagant laying the lron for the Toledo, Amn Arbor & Northern Michi-

gan Railroad.

z
The seme lssue of the county paper reported(le”)

that treck laying on
the railroad between Mt. Plemsant and Salt River had commenced on Saturday,

June 12th, and that the road would be completed imn a short time.

An excursion was being planned as soon as the railroad was completed,

which was scheduled for about July lst, so that Almaites might be the first

to ride into Mt. Pleasant.(164)

159, Ibid.

160. Ibid.

161. Isabella Enterprise, Friday, June 18, 1886.

162. Ibid.
163. Ibld.

164. Ibid.
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the steel for connecting the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern line with
the Laneing, Alme line was brought as far as St. Louls over the former
road. The ties were collected at Alms, but there was so much bad blood
between the Toledo, Ann Arbor road and the Detrolt, Lansing & Northern,
that the latter would neither allow the iromn to be shipped to Alma, nor

the ties to St. Louis. The ties.were therefore transferred by team.(les)

A litigation suit was brought about at Ithaem, since a few days pre-
vious, an injunction was served on the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northerr Michi-
gen Railroad by the Detrolt, Lansing & Northern to prevent them from crogss-

ing the old bridge scross the Pine River between St. Louis and Alma. The

injunction was dissolved in favor of Mr. Ashley's road.(IBG)

On June 25, 1886, the Isabella Fnterprise reported the folllowing from

the Fifth Annual Report, for the yesar, 1885, of the Toledo, Ann Arbor &

Northern Michigan Hailvoad, J.M. Ashley, President:

"The road from Alma to Mt. Pleasant was originally organized by Ammi
W, Wright of Alma, for the purpose of building from Lansing via St. Johns
direct to Alma and Mt. Pleasant and northward from this place {(Mt. Pleasant)

as he might declde.

‘During 1885, some eleven miles were bullt between Alma and Mt. Pleas-
ant, and put in running order by Mr. Wright's company. This road, projected
and built by Mr. Wright, more than half the distance from Alma to Mt. Pleas-
ant, on the direct route of the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michigan com-
pany's proposed extemsion to Cadillac, made it necessary for the latter com-

pany to secure it if they would avoid bullding a parallel road from near

185. lbid.

166. Ibid.
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Alma to Mt. Pleasant, and perhaps bayond.

tThe situation demanded a halt and it was called. Observation and experi-

ence had taught farmers and business-men alike, that parallel railroads are

not desirable, even in the country through which they pass. Capitalists had
learned that to invest in such roads means loss in any event, and often ruin,

and no prudent man would invest in the securities of any new parallel road.

tTo build such a road in Isabella County would be disasterous. This fact

was fully recognized by the officials of both companies.

'Finally, after full and free conference, a satisfactory arrangement was
made by which the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Michlgan Company obtalned the
entire control of that road and ag now completed from Alma to Mt. Pleasant

makeg it part of their main line.®

The building of the Ann Arbor Railroad by the Ashleys, who had little
money of thelr own, is one of the sagas of railroad history in Michigan. Fv-
ery kind of scheme, legal and Illegal, was uged to push forward the tracksa(IGT)
As the Ashleys prospered and the road was extended to the north, the light
of the "Lamp line" flickered and went out altogether. Thus, Maple Rapids and
DeWitt of Clinton County, and especially Maple Rapids, which hed gone all out

for a railroad, had nothing to show for their tremenduous efforts and apirit.

On May 7, 1886, ma recorded in Lansing, the Corporation Division of the
Department of Treasury, Bureasu of Collections, the Toledo, Ann Arbor & North-

ern Michigan Railroad absorbed the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern.

167. All Aboardl, Dunbar, Willip F., Eerdmang Publishing Company, Grand
Rapids, Michigan, 1969, p. 164.
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¥ Credits for the biographies of the individual members of the Board of
Directors for the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad belong

tos

Portrait and Blographical Album, Isabella County, Michigan, Chapman

Brothers, Chicago, Illinois, 1884.

Gratiot County, Michigan, Willard D. Tucker, Press of Seemann & Peters,

Saginaw, Michigan, 1913.

Biogrephical Memoirs of Gratiot County, Michigen, J.H. Beers & Company,

Chiecago, Illlinois, 1208.
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AMMI WILLARD WRIGHT

AW, Wright served as & member to the board of directors and wes presi-
dent and general manager of the Lensing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Rail~

road.

Mr. Wright, one of the pioneer residents and business men of Alms, Gra-
tiot County, Michigan, was the citizen to whom Alme was indebted for the
grester number of ite attractions, material and otherwlse. Beyond what he had
accomplished by personal effort and expenditure toward the expansion and beau-
tifying town, and toward the enhancement of its growth as an educational cen-—
ter in thﬁt part of the State, he had done much by his influence, which is
consi&erable, for his busiﬁesé operations have made him known in more than
one sectlon of the United States. Though he had always been a man of unusual
activity, at the age of eighty-three he was still physically and mentally a-
lert, a fact undoubtedly due to his simple tastes and personal habits. Having
rigen to his position from the humblest beginnings, he was a self-made man,
yet he possessed none of the boastful consciousness that often charscterizes
those of that class. All his enterpriges, whether those be congidered which
are calculated to advance his own interests, or those whlch have brought
blegsing and henefit to others, were on the most liberal scale. Yet he re-
meined the plain, unagssuming man‘he had alweys been, nothing in his bearing

indicated pride of wealth or achievement.

He was a native of Grafton, Windham County, Vermont, borm July 5, 1822,
Ammi Wright obtained his education in the common schools of his native state,
end engaged in farming some years before migrating to the West. Im 1851 he
made his way to Seginaw, where he engaged in the lumber business, which was
Jugt entering ite era of prosperity in Michigan. He entered into partnership

with Miller & Paine, under the firm neme of Miller, Paine & Wright, after
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which he formed an sssocistion with J.H. Pearson, of Chicago, under the firm
neme of A.W. Wright & Co. On January 1, 188Z, the firm became the A.W. Wright
Lumber Company, capitalized at $1,500,000. Meanwhile, Mr. Wright had entered

into meny other buslness connectiong, among which msy be mentioned his inter-

ests in the firme of Wright and Davis, who owned end operated a lumber mill
on the Mackinew division of the Michigan Central Railroad; Wright and Ketchum,
who owned & reilroad utilized for the purpose of getting out logs for them-

selves and others; Wells, Stone & Co., dealers in lumbermen's supplies; angd

the Saginew Manufacturing Company, whoee various avenuegs of business were al-
mogt unlimited in extent, and which was en incorporated company with a pald-
up capital'of $150,000, Mr. Wright beipg its chief officer. He was also pre-
sidenﬁ of the First Nationai Bank of Seginew. He was one of the leading men

of the Saginaw valley, both in the matter of wealth and influence.

The quiet atmogphere of the smsll town strongly atiracted him ss his

buginess trips took him to Alma, and in 1888 he built a handsome rezidence
near the center of Alms, which he occupied until his desth. Having scquired
a fixed intereast in the town, he immediately gave evidence of it in his ef-
forts to improve énd beautify his adopted home. The Wright Block, one of the
finest byildinge of its kind to be erected, was followed by the "Wright

House,". In 1887 he erected the beautiful Alma Springs Senitarium, having

sccommodations for three hundred people, and wae interested in building the
Alma Roller Mills and the plant of the Electric Light and Power Co. Through

his influence (he being the president of the company) one of the largest beet

sugar factories in Michigen was established st Alma in 1899, as well as cold
storage plant of the Central Michigan Produce Company. He converted a ten-acre
tract of land edjoining the sanitarium into a delightful park. Mr. Wright was
a member of the lumber firm of George D. Barton & Co., at Alma, and was pre-

sident of the First Stete Bank in that city.
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¥r. Wright's public spirit carried him beyond materisl interests and
improvements and into the e ucntional and religious life of the community
and though he did not pose as a philanthropist, he may properly be ranked
among benefactors of that nature. It was through his generosity that the
Presbyterian Synod of Michigan was able to establish Alma College, he him-~
self donating the site and maln building besides contributing liberally to
its endowment. He gave faithful service as & trustee and showed continued
interest 1n the welfare of the institution, the erection of a number of the
hendsome buildings that surrounded the cempus being largely the result of
his benevolence. His charities end benefactlions were also liberally extend-

ed to other worthy causes and institutions, religious and otherwise.

A.W, Wright had & remarkedly outstanding career, crowned with eﬁually
remarkedable suecess. Though he became & multi-millionaire, he was 1n hum-
ble circumstances when he ventured West, and his first work at lumbering
vielded him only a scant living. His rise, however, was steady as well ag

rapid, and brought blessing and benefit to many beside himself.

On March 6, 13848, NMr. Wfight was married, in Rocklngham, Vermont, to
Miss Harriet Barton, a native of that state. Mrs. Wiright passed away on
June 30, 1884; and on December 21, 1885, he married Miss Anna Cese, of Fxe-

ter, Cenada. Five children were born to that first union.

Mr. Wright was a member of the Epigcopal Church, and in polities he

wag a Republiean.

He died at hi®g residence in Alma, Sunday, Mey 5, 1912, at the age of

90 years and 10 months. The remaine were taken to Grafton, Vermont.
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WILLIAM N. BROWN

william N. Brown, attorney, banker, and lumberman, and a resident of
Mt. Plessant, wae born in the eity of New York, June 24, 1849. His parents,
James and Sarah (Wales) Brown, belonged to the race known and comprehend-
ed distinctively as Scotch-Irish. The father was connected with the lumber-
ing interests in the metropolis of the Fmpire Stete, and about the year,
1852, removed his family and interests to Zilwaukee, Saginaw County, Michi-

gan. Two years later they went to a ferm in Richland Township.

The son attended the high school in the city of Saginaw, where he was
& pupil one year, during which he mastered every branch of study taught in
the school and passes a most crediteble examination before he had attained

the age of twelve years.

He enlisted, October 18, 1861, in Seginaw City in Company B., Michigan
Volunteer Infantry under Captain Charles H. Richmond. He was under fire

through most of the prominent engagemente in which his regiment wag involved.

On his return to Saginaw, he entered the employ of the Hon. D.H. Jerome
as bookkeeper, which he filled with such marked ability and integrity as to
secure the entire respect and confidence of the distingulshed gentleman in
whose interests he acted. He refused a liberal offer for further services in
a position of advancement in order to attend the University of Michigan. He
was graduated with honors and soon after entered the office of the Attorney

Genersl of Michigan, the Hon. Dwight May, at Kelamazoo.

On the termination of his connection with the office of the Attorney Gen-
eral, Mr. Brown returned to Saginaw and began his cereer as an attorney. In

1872, he established his legal practice at Mt. Pleasant, and in 1873 he
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associated himself with John C. Leaton, under the style of Brown & Leaton,
one of the most prominent legal relationep in the centiral part of HMichigen,

and well-known for its copneetlon with important local litigation.

In 1878, the only daughter of General Dwight May became the wife of

Mr. William Brown, and they celebrated their marriage by an extended con-

tinental tour.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Brown was that of a gentleman of cultured

taste and unaffected intelligence. Art and literature contributed to its

adornment and value, snd the momentoes of the foreign travel of Mr; Brown

- and his accomplighed wife were everywhere visible.

The relaticns of Mr. William Brown to Isabells County are such as to
render him prominent in his generation. His benefactions to the community
of which he was a member are numberless, and in the majority of them he is

simply wise and provident.

On January 1, 188Z%, the bank of Brown, Harris & Company was organized,
and the institution has since operated in the financlal avenues common to

similar establishments withrsatisfactory results.

The law library of William Brown was the most extensive in North-Centrel

Michigan.

Mr. Brown served as a member of the board of directors and as vice-

president of the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Rallroad Company.
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MARCUS POLLASKY

Mareus Pollasky, the son of Michael Pollasky and the former Miss
Celim Wix, netives of Hungary, was born September 6, 1861, at Detroit,
Michigan, In 1863 he wae brought by his parents to Alma, end there attend-
ed the dletrict schools until he was ten years of age, when he was gent to
Detroit to attend the Fnglish and German schools of that city for three
years. He returned to Alme and worked as his father's agsistant for a
time, and in 1876 entered the high school at Ann Arbor, where he remsined
for twe years. He attended the University for one year, and then settled
| in Detroit to accept & positiqn ag traveling sslesman for J.H. Burnham &
Company, with whom he continugd two and one-helf years. He then returned
to the University, gntering the law department, from which after s two
year's course he was graduated in 188% with the degree of Bachelor of Laws.
At the end of his first year he was admitted to the Bar of Michigan, at
Ithaca; during his vacation he wag accorded the same privilege by the Su-
preme Court of the State, and was afterward admitted to practice in the
United States Gourt at Detroit. Politieally, Mr. Pollasky was a Republican
and held the office of village attorney at Alma for which he was elected

in April, 1883.

On January 16, 1884, Mercus Pollasky was married at Adrian, Michigan,
to Mise Nellie A. Waldby, the only daughter of Fbenezer I. and Emmeline
(Backus) Waldby, her father being one of the ploneer bankers of Michigen.
Mr. Pollasky was very popular in Alma, and was highly esteemed for many of

those characteristics which his honored father possessed.

‘Marcus Pollasky served as secretary, attorney and auditor for the

Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad.

TRANSPORTATION LIBRARY "
MICHIGAN DEPT. STATE HIGHWAYS &
TRAMSPORTATION LANSING, MICH.
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WILLIAM S. TURCK

The Honorable William S. Turck, the vice-president of the First State
Bank of Alma, Michigan, formerly conducted by the firm of W;S. Turck & Co.,
was one of the foremost citizens not only of that place;, hut of the State.
He was a pioneer of Gratiot County, had a record for splendid service and
bravery in the Ciﬁil War, and had won general recognition for his ability
in the field of industry and finance. He had also the honor of belng a Ma-
éon of the longest continuoug standing in the county, joining the order in

1861.

William &. Turck was born in'Port Hope, Canads, August 7, 18598, the
son 6f Zachariah and Rebecea (Decker) Turck. His father, a tammer and cur-
rier, was a natiie of the State of New York, ag was his mother, who was born
in Schohsrie County. The boy‘'s education was only elementary, but at the age
of sixteen he was apprenticed a®m a tanner to his brother, Henry, who operat-
ed an esﬁablishment in Clark Township, Durbam County, Canada. After four years
of-that employment he removed to Sﬁelby, Orleans Ccuﬁty, New York, where he
remained until 1860, when he obtained employment asg foreman of the gristmill
at Indian Mills, Isabella County, Michigan, which was owned by thé United
States government. In the fall of 1861, he rented a saw and gristmiil stand-
ing upon the present site of Alma, the incipient settlement then consisting
of three log houses in the midst of a dense forest. He thus continuved vuntil
the fall of 1862, when his patriotie spirit forced him from the channels of

industry into the military field.

Mr. Turck wss mustered into the Union service as second lieutenant of
Company D, Twenty-sixth Regiment, Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Captain La-
fayette Church, and was fortunate in being thus attached to one of the most

femoug bodies of skirmisghers in the Federal armies.
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He participated in twenty-eight engagements, and at the battle of Spottsyl-
vania was wounded in the head, which necessitated a short retirement. Upon
the occasion of Lee's surrender at Appomattox Court House, Captain Turck was

in charge of the brigade skirmishers.

w.S. Turck returned to Alma and engaged in lumbering. From 1866 to 1872
he held the position of county treasurer, but his army experience had so im-
paired his health, that he found it necessary to buy a farm and engage in
outdoor occupations. He passed the succeeding eight years in ifs improvement,
then returning to Alma, where in aseoeciation with A.%. Wright and others, he
founded the banking house of W.S. Turck & Co. He was one of the stockholders
and held the posltions of caeshier and manager. In 1883 the bank was reorgan-
ized, and upon the formation of the establishment of Steel, Turck & Co., at
Tthaca, he became a stockholder therein. In 1901 the bank at Alma wes merged
into the institution known as the First State Bank of Alma. In 1881 Mm, Turck
built a flouring mill at Alma, the business being conducted under the name of

the Alma Milling Company. He sold his interest in the enterprise im 1885,

william S. Turck wep always a Republican, his career as a State leader
and a member of the House of Representatives commencing with his nomination
to that position in the fall of 1876, lle was re-elected in 1878 and wae ap-
poinﬁed chalrman of the Reilroad Committee and a member of the board of mens-

gers of the State school at Coldwater.

On September 15, 1864, Mr. Turck warried Miss Louisa R. Fly, a native
of New York State, and the daughter of Gen. Ralph and Mary E. Ely. General
Ely was ascknowledged to be the founder of Alma. They had four children of

which two died at an early age.

William S. Turck was & member of the board of directors and the treasur-

er of the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad.
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JAMES GARGETT

' The pame of James Gargett was prominent in Gratiot County during the
1860's and 70's. He was one of Alma's most active business men. He was horn
in Canade, July 15, 1825, son of Robert and Flizabeth (Perkins) Gargett.
The family moved to Summit County, Ohio, in 1844. In 1871 the parents were
both murdered imn cold biocod, "and their tragie fate and the condign pun-
ishment of the assassin are matters of record in the archives of Summit.
County. The murderer, John Hunter, was apprehended, tried and convicted,

and was executed in October, 1871, at Akron, Ohio."

Mr. Gérgett Becured a common school educetion and for a while engagéd
in teaéhinga He was marrled Maj 24, 1849, in Lyons, Wayne County, New York,
to louisa Gee, daughter of Joseph and Flenor (Seaton) Gee. Che was boran in
Lyons, May 24, 1821. Two children came to the union of Mr. and Mrs. Gargett,
Minnie L., and George. The latter died in infancy, a victim of accldentnl

gcalding. The former became the wife of Willlam B. Humbert.

On Jenuary 1, 1959, James Gargett arrived at Alma, and on the same
day he purchased Mr. Ralph Fly's stock of goods. The next morning,.before
breakfast, Mr. Gargett opened his store and commenced business, which he
continued until 1889, when the store burned. He had the first boot and
shoe store in Alma, and Mrs. Gargett opened the first millinery store.
In the year 1867 James Gargett built a flouring mill on the banks of the
river. The dam was bullt at the same time. In the year 1869 Mr. Gargett e~
rected a woolen mill. These two mills had a flourishing business until 1880,
when both were burned. Mr. Gargett met with many losses by fire. During the
year he consgtructed an elégant dwelling at a cost of $18,000, and this was
destroyed by fire, June 6, 1876. The grist mill was rebullt, but this was

burned in 1384,




A select school for young ladles was conducted in Alma, aslong about
1860, taught by Misses Jennie and Frances Barnard of Jonia County. It wes
held in a house which stood where later stood the fine Gargett residence,

afterwards destroyed by fire.

41ma was the last of the three big towns of the county to become in~
corporated as a village. A petition of resident electors wes presented on
the first dey of the board of supervisors' session, January, 1872, showlng
that the territory which it was proposed to incorporate hsd a population

of 425 people. Mr. James Gargett's neme hesded the list of petitioners.

In 1875, Mr. Gargett served as president of the villsge of Alma. He
was again elected to the ssme office in 1877. On April ©, 138%, Mr. fGargett

was appointed asseasor, which position he fllled for two years.

Relative to the destructive fires mentioned heretofore, the loss to

the residence was estimated at §12,000, which was covered by insurance. The
Alms flouring mill and the woolen mill which burned November 2%, 1880, had
no insurance and the loss was about $16,000. The mills were owned by Mrs.
Louisa Gargett end operated by James Gargett, William B. Humbert and Isaac
Gee. (Appears to have been a family overated enterprise). The woolen mill
and knitting factory which burned on May 29, 1884, waa about helf covered

by insurance, with a Loss reported at $22,000.

In an esrly day the Adventist Church at Alma was a strong organization.

It was founded in the early 18808, and had among others for its charter mem-

bers, such prominent clitizens ng the James Gargett family.

Mr. Gargett served on the board of directors for the Lansing, Alme,

Mt. Pleasant & Northern Rsilroed.
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GEORGE D. BARTON

George D. Barton, lumberman, was a resident of Alwa, Michlgan. He was
born in Rockingham, Vermont, Januery 10, 1B36. His parents, Jeremiah and
Sarah (Wetherby) Barton, were also natives of the Green Mountain Stete,

where they married, lived and died.

Young Mr. Barton, after obtaining an elementary education at the com-
mon schoole, pursued a course of study at the acedemy at Saxton's River in
his native state and subsequently attended the Green Mountain Liberal Inati-
tute at Woodstock, Vermont. After the completion of his education, he engaged
‘a5 & farm assistant with hig father until he was 26 years old. In 1862 he
went tb Chester, Vermont, whéré he was interested in agriculture for eipht
years. At the expiration of that period, he engaged ln trade there, which he
pursued eight years. In 1879 he disposed of all his interests in his native

state and, in March, of that year, he went to Michigan end settled in Alma.

He engaged in mercantlle affairs with Amml W. Wright under the fivm name
of Ceorge D. Barton & Company. After operating in this relation three years,
he sold his intereats to Mr. Wright. His next businese venture was in lumber-
ing with Ammi Wright and Johmn O. Lumsdon, the concern operating as George D,
Barton & Company., which constituted his longastanding business conneetion.
The daily products of thelr mill averaged 55,000 feet of hardwood or 50,000

feet of pine lumber.

Mr. Barton was flrst married in Chester, Vermont, November 4, 1881, %o
Luey A., daughter of Henry and Lucy (Lee) Morris. The father was a netive of
Vermont, the mother of Massechusetts. The deughter wes born October %L, 1841
at Chester. Mr. Barton wes agaln married January 12, 1881, to Flmira C.,daugh-
ter of Charlee and Sylvie (Peck) Esty. Oné child, Fenny, was horn to Mr. and

Mre. Barton, August 2, 1882. Mr. Barton was on the board for the railroad.




95.

I. N. SHEPARD

Isaac N. Shepard, farmer and lumberman of Selt River (Shepherd) was the
gon of Robert and Ann {Leach) Shepard, netives of FEngland, who emigrated
from thet place to this country about 1834, settling first in New Fngland,
and in Coe Townghip in Jenuary 1856, where they remeined until thelr deaths.

Their children numbered eight, five of whom grew to be adults.

The fifth son, the subject of thls sketch, was born in Vermont, on
December Z1, 1840; when 13 years old, he came with his parents to Hillsdale
County, Michigan, and a year and a half afterwards, that is in January, 1858,
* they moved to Isabella County, where he established his home permenently. He
rerained st home till 22 yeérs of.age, contributing to the support of his
parents. About L8861 he bought B0 acres of land in Coe Township. Since then
had bought and gold many trects of land, and at the present time he owns mbout
2,000 acres of land, having about 250 acres under cultivation. In the summer
of 1873 he built the residence which he never left again; it was one of the
finest in the county. He also owned and operated & lumber;, lath and shingle
mill in Chippewa Township, which had a daily capacity of Z0,000 feet of lum-~

ber, 40,000 shingles and 20,000 lath.

Mr. Shepard was married in Jackson County, Michigan, January 3, 1884, to
Catherine, daughter of John and Rachel (Sloat) Neely, who were natives of New
York State. Mrs. Shepard, who is also the sister of Mrs. Jemes Campbell, was

torn in Jackson County, July 8, 1838, and became the mother of five children.

Mr. I.N. Shepard wes very much interested in the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Plems-
ant & Northern Railroad, being e director in the company and a member of the

executive committee.
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JOHN A. HARRIS

John A. Harris, cashier in the banking house of Brown, Harris & Comp-
any at Mt. Pleasant, wes born September 23, 1842, in London, England. He
wag the son of William and Serah (Heath) Harris, and his father ceme to
America in 1852 with his family, consisting of his wife and flve children.
He settled in Montcalm County, where he bought 40 acres of land, and there
resided until the spring of 1854, when he died. Hig family made that their
home until 1866, when they purchased a farm somewhat to the north, in the
same township. Willlam E., the eldest child, and Henry G., fourth in or-

der of birth, were both millers at Mt. Pleassnt. Sarsh A., third child be-
came Mrs. Warner Churchill. Charlotte M., the wife of Lorenzo Kent, wus
the youngest of the family. Their husbands were both millers at the samse

place.

John A., was the second child of his parents ard remained with them
until 1872, when he ceme to Mt. Pleasant, and in company with his elder bro-
ther, built the Mt. Pleassnt flouring mill. They did merchant and custom
work, and their mill had a manufacturing capecity of 100 barrels of flour
daily. The banking houge of Brown, Harris & Company was organized and com-
menced operations on January 12 1885. In March of the seme year, Mr. Harris
withdrew from sctive supervision of his milling interests to assume the po-

sition of cashler.

Mr. Harris owned his residence in Mt. Plessant and held a half-interest
in 20 acres of land attached to the mill. His marriage to Catherine Holunden

occurred May 31, 1872, at Greenville, Montcalm County.

John A. Harris was a member of the board of directors of the Lansing,

Alma & Mt. Pleasent Railroad.






