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a. Description.  This work consists of furnishing, installing, maintaining, relocating, and 
removing a temporary pedestrian ramp as identified in the proposal or on the plans.  Use 
temporary pedestrian ramps to facilitate pedestrian travel on accessible facilities over curbs or 
other uneven terrain features with a vertical difference of 1/2 inch or greater.  Damaged pedestrian 
ramps will be replaced as directed by the Engineer. 
 

b. Materials.  Provide materials to construct a temporary pedestrian ramp in accordance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), MMUTCD, the standard specifications, and the 
following: 
 

1. Ensure the material used to construct the temporary pedestrian ramp is firm, stable, 
slip resistant, and forms a continuous hard surface.  Ensure the surface does not warp, buckle, 
or otherwise become uneven, and materials support the weight of pedestrians as well as 
motorized scooters and wheelchairs.  Suitable materials to construct the surface of the ramp 
include asphalt materials, Oriented Strand Board (OSB) or plywood, dimensional lumber, 
certain reclaimed or other materials as approved by the Engineer.  Compacted soils, 
aggregate and sand are prohibited. 

 
2. Provide a handrail on both sides of the ramp if the ramp is not exposed to vehicle traffic 

and has a total rise greater than 6 inches, and a length greater than 72 inches.  Ensure the 
handrail is between 1.25 and 1.5 inches wide and configured to be a “graspable” cross-
section.  See subsection c.1.A of this special provision for additional details.  When the ramp 
is exposed to traffic, in lieu of handrails, use a protective edge 2.5 inches minimum height 
above the ramp surface or 1:10 flare on both sides of the ramp. 

 
3. Ensure the surface of the ramp is free draining; in addition, provide features that allow 

drainage to move past the ramp installation (i.e. along the gutter pan underneath the ramp if 
the ramp is installed on a curb). 

 
4. Provide materials to construct detectable edging along open sides of the ramp if 

required. 
 

5. If asphalt materials are not used to construct the surface of the ramp, provide an anti-
slip coating or surface treatment approved by the Engineer. 

 
c. Construction.  Construct the temporary pedestrian ramp in accordance with the 

manufacturer’s recommendations (if applicable), ADA, MMUTCD, the plans, and the following: 
 

1. Ensure the useable surface of the ramp is 48 inches wide and does not deflect due to 
pedestrian traffic.  Ensure an anti-slip surface treatment is applied to the useable area of the 
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ramp if it is not made from asphalt materials.  The maximum cross slope of the ramp is 2 
percent.  Ensure both ends of the ramp smoothly transitions to the adjacent surface, with 1/4 
inch or less vertical difference. 

 
Construct the ramp to maintain a longitudinal slope from 1:10 to 1:12 where possible.  
Otherwise, a longitudinal slope from 1:8 to 1:10 may be used for a maximum rise of 3 inches.  
Temporary pedestrian ramps with longitudinal slopes greater than 1:8 are prohibited. 

 
A. Provide a handrail on both sides of the ramp if required as stated herein.  Ensure 

the top of the handrail is between 34 and 38 inches above the surface of the ramp.  Ensure 
a minimum width of 36 inches is maintained between the handrails, with a minimum 
clearance of 1.5 inches behind and 18 inches above. 

 
Construct a structurally stable handrail that meets the requirements as defined in the ADA 
and MMUTCD. 

 
2. Construct a detectable edging anytime a handrail is required, and anytime the path 

changes direction.  This includes a turn onto the ramp from the path.  Detectable edging must 
begin a maximum of 2.5 inches above the ramp surface and extend at least 6 inches above 
the ramp surface. 

 
3. Ensure a clear space (minimum 48 inches by 48 inches) is provided above and below 

the ramp. 
 

4. Avoid locating ramps in areas of drainage collection, ponding or running water, which 
can produce slippery or unsafe conditions.  If the ramp is located over a gutter pan or other 
drainage structure, provide features to facilitate water movement around or under the ramp 
as approved by the Engineer. 

 
5. Ensure all debris and construction material is cleared from the surface of the ramp 

throughout its use.  Ensure snow and ice is removed; the use of an approved de-icing agent 
may be required.  Repair or replace the ramp if it becomes uneven, unstable, or displaces due 
to weather events, construction activities, or other causes as directed by the Engineer. 

 
d. Measurement and Payment.  The completed work, as described, will be measured and 

paid for at the contract unit price using the following pay item: 
 

Pay Item Pay Unit 
 

Pedestrian Ramp, Temp ............................................................................................ Each 
 
Pedestrian Ramp, Temp includes furnishing, installing and removing a temporary pedestrian 
ramp at the locations shown on the plans, as well as all costs for maintaining, clearing debris, 
deicing, reconfiguring, and relocating the temporary pedestrian ramp throughout the life of the 
contract. 


