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a. Description.  When proposed work must be relocated as directed by the Engineer, this 
special provision is used to compensate the Contractor to locate and expose underground 
infrastructure and obstructions, such as culverts, sewers and utilities.  Perform this work only 
when conflicts are found in the planned work location.  This special provision is not to compensate 
for the Contractor’s responsibilities in subsection 107.12 of the Standard Specifications for 
Construction. 
 

b. Materials.  Use Granular Material Class III in accordance with section 902 of the Standard 
Specifications for Construction for backfill.  Use material removed during exploratory investigation 
for backfill only if approved by the Engineer. 
 

c. Construction.  The owner of any sewer or utility to be exposed will not take the facilities 
out of service during the exploratory investigation.  Contact utility owners in accordance with 
subsection 107.12 of the Standard Specifications for Construction. 
 
Advance the exploratory excavation using vacuum excavation, hand digging, conventional 
machine excavation, or a combination thereof subject to approval of the Engineer.  Allow the 
Engineer access to document the necessary information.  If the technique used to advance the 
excavation causes any damage to the existing facilities, immediately contact the utility owner and 
cease all work until an alternate method is approved by the Engineer. 
 
Take care to protect the exposed culvert, sewer or utility from damage during construction.  The 
Contractor is responsible for all costs associated with the repair work and out of service time of 
all broken or damaged existing culverts, sewers or utilities as a result of any action by the 
Contractor.  If the exploratory investigation results in damage to utilities, contact the owner of such 
utility to coordinate the repair.  Repair or replace culvert, sewer or utility, damaged during 
exploratory excavation, in accordance with the standard specifications and as approved by the 
Engineer. 
 
Obtain the Engineer's approval before backfilling the excavation.  Complete backfilling no later 
than 24 hours after approval has been given.  Backfill in accordance with subsection 204.03.C of 
the Standard Specifications for Construction.  Dispose of excess material in accordance with the 
standard specifications. 
 

d. Measurement and Payment.  The completed work, as described, will be measured and 
paid for at the contract unit price using the following pay item: 
 

Pay Item Pay Unit 
 

Exploratory Investigation, Vertical ............................................................................... Foot 
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Exploratory Investigation, Vertical will be measured by the foot from top of existing grade 
vertically to the bottom of the excavation for up to a 4-foot maximum diameter hole, or as approved 
by the Engineer.  The excavated depth of each 4-foot maximum diameter hole will be measured 
separately for payment. 
 
Exploratory Investigation, Vertical includes all costs associated with repair or replacement 
resulting from the Contractor’s activities.  Providing necessary lane, shoulder and/or sidewalk 
closures required to perform work will be paid for by other associated items in the contract.  
Restoration work will be paid for by other associated items. 


