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a.	Description.  Contractors are advised that a known population of Eastern Fox Snake is nearby or within the project area.  This state threatened species is protected under Michigan’s Endangered Species Act ,1994 PA 451 Michigan Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, Part 365 Endangered Species Protection.  This special provision addresses education, notification, and intentional take prohibitions to protect the Eastern Fox Snake as required by Part 365 and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

b.	Materials.  None specified.

c.	Construction.  Adhere to the following requirements:

1.	Prior to the start of construction, all Contractor staff working onsite must read and understand the attached fact sheet (2 of 2).  The purpose of the fact sheet is to provide all Contractor staff with easy identification tips and raise awareness regarding its required protection and legal status.

2.	Immediately report any possible Eastern Fox Snake sightings to the Engineer who will relay this information to MDOT’s Wildlife Ecologist.  Photo documentation of the snake is highly encouraged to help correctly identify the species later.

3.	Intentional “take” of Eastern Fox Snake is prohibited.  Under Part 365 “take” means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, collect, or attempt to engage in any such conduct.

d.	Measurement and Payment.  All costs associated with complying with this special provision will not be paid for separately but will be considered to have been included in other pay items in the contract.
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Eastern Fox Snake (Pantherophis gloydi)

Protected as state threatened
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This species is suspected to occur at or
near the work site. Please have staff read
the following information.

What Does an
Eastern Fox Snake Look Like?

The eastern fox snake is a 3 to 5.5-foot-long yellow
or light brown snake with black or brown blotches
running down its back and smaller blotches running
down its sides. These snakes usually have a dark
band running between their eyes and another band
running from their eye to the corner of their mouth.
Their bellies are yellow with irregular squarish
spots. When they feel threatened, they may shake
their tails as a rattlesnake imitation; however, they
do not have rattles and are non-venomous.

Where Does It Live?

These snakes generally prefer open wetlands but
also utilize ditches, farms fields, pasture, woodlots,
and vegetated beaches and dunes. Along Lake Erie
they frequent rocky areas and open woodlands.
They hibernate in muskrat lodges, small animal
burrows and other types of shelter. Eggs are laid in
the soil, burrows, logs, and under boards and mats
of vegetation.

For More Information:

What Should You Do If You See an
Eastern Fox Snake?

Although the eastern fox snake is non-venomous,
it can still cause painful bites. Never try to handle,
chase, provoke, or threaten a snake. Wear thick
boots that cover your ankles, like hiking boots and
long pants, when walking through snake habitat
and do not reach into thickets or under logs. Use a
stick or other tool.

How Is the Eastern Fox Snake
Protected Under the Law?

As a threatened species in the state of Michigan,
the eastern fox snake is protected under the
Endangered Species Act. This status offers
protection by prohibiting the taking of the species
along with the implementation of policies to protect
the species habitat.

To Report an Eastern Fox Snake
Sighting, Please Contact:

Jeff Grabarkiewicz, Wildlife Ecologist
Environmental Services Section
Michigan Department of Transportation
425 W. Ottawa St.

Lansing, MI 48909

517-335-2633
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https://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/abstracts/zoology/Pantherophis_gloydi.pdf




